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ABSTRACT

THE VIOLENCE OF NOSTALGIA: CONSPIR ACY THEORISM, WHITE
NATIONALISM, AND RESTORING AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM

FEBRUARY 2023
CANDICE K. TRAVIS, B.A., LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
M.A., LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
Ph.D., UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST

Directed by: Professd®oberto Alejandro

This dissertation serves three interconnected ends: (1) highlight the connections between
nationalism, nostalgia, mythology, and conspiracy, (2) research and articulate the deeper
story behind the resurgence of conspiracy fueled white nationalism, arahdBre

increasing popular support for racialized hatred across the United States as coalesced
WKURXJK WKH QRVWDOJLF GHVLUH Wd&lapt HR/KAR UHZ FIRIXW O
pragmatsm to interpret how publics take political action in responseetolving
technologies and cultural shifts, and accordingly develop a typology of groups on the right

wing of American politics. The Proud Boys are chauvinist white nationalists, Patriot Prayer

are Christian freedom fighters, and QAnon adherents are rewwdwi conspiracy

theorists. Each of these grougesscribe lost American values which they want to recover

in the face of mortal enemieand they claim to emulate those lost traditional values
through their language and actio@oup affiliates have alsbeenknown to engage in

street brawling and violence as part of their perceived struggle to restore Anherica.
tandem, these publics among others form an umbrella coalitisigldfwing groups,
UHOLJLRXV JURXSV [IUHH V SHHIBtK vihffewati¥rnaNsis/, ¥nd RR® 1V UL
VXSUHPDFLVWY DOO ILJKWLQJ WR 30DNH $PHULFD *UHL
Importantly, the reach of each group has served to radicalize individuals and shift the
parameters for when violence is morally justifiebheir nostalgic and conspiratorial
ODQJXDJH GHVFULEH DQG MXVWLI\ D P\WKRORJL]JHG 30R\
of evil enemies, sometimes through violent me&lationalist nostalgiata prosthetically

constructed memory which inspires longifor a lost mythological pastand conspiracy

theorism ta systematized set of beliefs which inspires real political action in the face of

evil £have worked in tandem through political rhetoric to embolden white nationalist
sentimentlt is this conflience of political language and action which ultimately erupted

into the January'®Capitol Insurrection.

Vi
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PREFACE

The holidays were over, and it was a new year: 2021. It was also another year of
WKH FRQWLQXHG FRURQDYLUXV SDQGHPLF , VDW LQ P\ I
back against hisdokshelves. We were both dissertating. For me, it was another hours
long session of scouring righting spaces on the Internet, trying to understand their goals,
their motivations, their lines of thought and action. My VPN was on; that day | was
bouncing letween Reddit, 8kun (home of tligesearch board and purveyors of QAnon),
and thedonald.win (home of thedUHVLGHQW 7UXPSTV RQOLQH p0$*$ DU
for something specifiecthow and where the #StopTheSteal movement fit into these places
and intothe rightwing groups | had already done a good deal of researctttos Proud
Boys and Patriot Prayer.

This day was also the morning of January 6, 2021. | knew the electoral votes were
being counted in Congress later that afternoon. Sean and | hadlyghteaned to watch
the CSPAN broadcast of the count, but as the morning proceeded, | saw more and more
posts with an increasingly dire tone. One was patrticularly striking. In a post on
WKHGRQDOG ZLQ HQWLWOHG 37RGD\ , NMsRtO P\ NLGV *RR

Today | had the very difficult conversation with my children, that daddy might not

come home from D.C. As a Veteran this is always something you are prepared to

discuss, but it never comes easy.

Today | booked my flight to the easbast. On January"a will stand up with my

fellow Americans and demand justice. When | joined the Army | swore to defend

my country from all enemies, both Foreign & Domestic. Today we face a multitude

of enemies that would have us bow down, and surrengeights. Not today! Not

EVERH
%\ WKH WLPH , UHDG WKLYV YLUWXDO JRRGE\H WR WKLV P

violent language describing the plans for Janudfy These are just some snippets,

1 AppendixB, Figure 40: thedonald.win, Today | told my kids goodbye.



documented in myarchive RI VFUHHQVKRWV 3 ZLOO FRPPHQFH
&DSLWRO "~ 3, ZRXOG UDWKHU JLYH XS ZKDW , KDYH DQG |
SLHFHV RI FUDS WR ZLQ E\ VWHDOLQJ WKH HOHFWLRQ (
GHDWK ~ HIDIRDOIW WR EH PRUH YLROHQW WKDQ WKRVH R
3/HW KLP >%LGHQ@ SLFN KHDGV RU WDLOV« KXQJ RU VKR
NQRZQ WKLV IRU WZR \HDUV ,YfYH EHHQ WHOOLQUJYRX ZLIH
ZDLW IRU D FLYLO ZDU WR KXQW \RX GRZQ DQG FXW RII \
shock to then see this father conveying the possibility that he would not return home. The
leadtup to January'®escalated so quickly to the point that violenesexpectedViolence

was expected because it had been deemed necessary.

It was of course no surprise when the CSPAN broadcast of the vote count in
&RQJUHVYV VKRZHG DEUXSW LQWHUUXSWLRQ LQ WKH FKDF
obviously fannedhe flames on what had already unfolded online. | had told Sean then,
GXULQJ 7UXPSYV VSHHFK WKDW VRPHWHahdsbmething SURED |
did. But this moment still reflects some of the larger challenges that my research over the
past few yars has presented.

First, the research has been difficult. Not in the sense of thorough research and
analysis being a difficult task in and of itself. But in the sense of a psychological toll.
Reading violent language, reading hateful language, readiisg, Iexist, and homophobic
language, reading emotional language of loss and despair; all of this adds up over time. |
had always known it would take a toll, but I did not have that sense of realization until after
the Capitol Insurrection, as | watchdxtday unfold. Until then, all the hateful, racist, and

violent language about people of color, about Jewish and Muslim communities, about



women, about queers, about childless feminists, seemed to roll off my skin only by virtue

of a strict regimen of congstmentalization. Though | had seen such language come to a

head in episodic mass murdetsach of which continue to pang in my chesit was the

violence that followed from a serorganized coalition of rightving groups and

conspiracy theorists on atdral cultural and political crusade that crystallized the
SV\FKRORJLFDO WROO 7KLV ZDV QR ORQJHU D 2ORQH ZF
problem. And it never really was.

Second, the research has been difficult in the sense that it is indkallleage to
determine what is said authentically, ironically, sincerely, and honestly. Online cultures
pride themselves on their use of sarcasm, satire, and irony. This serves a few ends: creation
of a space for open criticism, obfuscation of intent amehning, and absolution of
responsibility for what is said. Add to this the layers of anonymity that online users can
enjoy, and it becomes difficult to pin down not only the meaning of what is said but also
whosays it +a piece of important context farterpreting meaning. For example, when any
of the users above talk about the need for violence, in very specific terms raol&ssy
actually mean it2Vhich users take advantage of anonymity and limited responsibility to
sway others for their own end¥?hat is just rhetoric, and what is actual expression of
desire or belief?

| firmly believe that language, whether the meaning inlaid in what is said is sincere
or not, has real effects in the world. For that reason, holduligidualsresponsible for
what is said and what is done is important. The freedom of free speech is only liberty
insofar as it requires responsibility. When the volume of things said is nearly infinite, when

algorithmically constructed echo chambers persist, when the same naiaetivepeated



constantly in rapid succession, consumers will act along the lines of the narratives they
hear over and over. This does not undermine agency, but instead pays attention to the
contours of the online spaces where some consumers, like thdseedean this
dissertation, frequent. Language shapes both belief and action.

7KLV GLVVHUWDWLRQ LV WKH SURGXFW RI WKUHH
constructing piecemeal, analyzing, and writing about the language used in virtual spaces
linked toright-wing groups. It took figuring outow to protect myself from retaliation for
occupying spaces in whichaim not welcomehow to properly use a VPN tmovermy
tracks andprotectthe privacy of myiP location KRZ WR DFFHVV SDUWYV RI W
with TOR browsers; how to take advantage of internet archives; how to cultivate different
search engine algorithms; and how to coherently read in succession the long discussion
board posts on forums like 8kun/8chan (it can get very confusing very fast!). Not
everything | read made it into my own trove of screenshots, but the key examples did.

Having finished the dissertation, the warkverthelessemains | thought | would
wrap up researching and writing and then feel ready to move on. But this momeiteof wh
nationalism, fueled by nostalgia and conspiracy theory, is not done. So, my responsibility

for making plain their language and showing the real effects continues.



CHAPTER 1
FROM DEMOCRACY TO THE PUBLIC: SHIFTING THE THEORETICAL

FRAMEWORK

Democracy in Crisis?

The core question of this opening chapter is as folltlesv do we do democratic
politics? Starting from the assumption that democratic politics has changed over time and
is especially distinct in the present moment, | ask more specifidayy do people
participate in democracy fundamentally shaped by advanced technological sdgyety?
advancd technological society, | am not exactly describing what Herbert Marcuse (1964)
used the term to describe: a efimensional society in which technology provides comfort
and normalcy at the same time as it exploits and alienates individuals from themselve
from one another, and from the fruits of their labor. | do not meametelysay that our
critical judgement has been undercut through the uses of technology. Surely, the trends
which Marcuse picked up on i@neDimensional Manand in his other work &
continued over time, but they have importantly morphed.

This chapter seeks to disentangle what exactly advanced technological society has
morphed into. At the same time, it aims to disentahghe individuals and groups have
responded to the morphing chnology Suffice it to say that the problem of how people
democratically participate is complicated by the mass informational age, the social media
age, the fake news age, the pwwsth age, the internet age, and so on. For example,
according to potical theorists such as Bywtghul Han (2017), the public has become a
mediated swarm, running from spectacle to spectacle with no critical distance, expressing

anonymous outrage but not making any semblance of sense. We are no longer in the age



ofthe publOLF WKH SHRSOH RU HYHQ RI +DUGW 1HJULYV
social media technology has importantly empowered critique, dissent, and organization
across large spaces and groups of people. How can we distinguish the ways in which
technadogy is politically useful from the ways in which it can be politically detrimental?
From which spaces (virtual or material) does collective political action spring? How is a
collective political body constituted under dissociative conditions? Has thetipbter
collective democratic action been undermined, or has it simply been morphed for new
possibilities?

Before we can begin to address some of these questions about the relationship
between democracy, technology, and politically active publics, wedispense with the
assumption that democracy is now in crisis. Part of my aim here is to make sense of what
contributes to the apparent sense that democracy is in eiisituding technology as a
major factortso that | can critically analyze those serausal factors. Let me begin, then,
with some of the most grabbing articulations of democracy in crisis, both from political
leaders and political thinkers.

Prior to the G20 Summit at the end of June 2019, Vladimir Putin said in an
interview with theFinancial TimesW KDW S3WKH OLEHUDO LGHD KDV EHFF

2QH zD\ RI LQWHUSUHWLQJ WKLV FRPPHQW LV WKDW
President and the rise of nationafistpulist movements in Europe signaled the death of
liberal SROLFLHY LQ WKH :HVW™ %HQQHWWYV pere®R ZHYHU
instead, my concerns lie with the concept and manifestatiodenfocracy 3XWLQ {V
comments nonetheless are telling. First, Putin throws the liberal idea, which is urdlerstoo

in the mainstream as going hand in hand with democracy, into question. Second, more



interestingly, his comments parallel another set of critiques made about democracy in light

RI WKH pSRSXOLVWYT PRPHQW WKDW GH PIre# its2kcess, WV HO I
and that it is in crisis. For example, Jan Wer@etO O H U [V DUJXPHQW WKD\
PRPHQW LV LWVHOI WKUHDWHQLQJ JRH3 d2yfatl@®PodRZV 37k
RI GHPRFUDF\ WKDW SURPLVHV WR &DitedlsJR&GngQ GHPR
FRPHVY LQ RWKHU ZRUGV I|IURP ZLWKLQ WKH GHPRFUDWLF
at an excess, but it iss own undoing.3 HU 0« GQ2016)afHVment, it is the undoing of

the liberal pluralist approach to politics (p. 3).

At the same time, others articulate democracy in crisis as a direct result of
HQHROLEHUDO KHJHPRQ\Y DV GRHV &KDQWDO ORXIIH
(2019) in the introductionofHPRFUDF\ OD\ 1RW ([LVW %XW :HYOO OLV
STRXJK WKH KHDGOLQHY WHOO XV GHPRFUDF\ LV LQ pFUL
ZKDW LW LV WKDWSY{YV DW VWDNH" S is dtkstake?LWhad Q L P SF
exactly is in crisis¥hatis being threatened, and hoWhyshould we carelR is not quite
WKDW GHPRFUDF\ LV LQ FULVLV DV ORXIIH DUJXHV |
IRUPDWLRQY L Vthis@ridislbpens Me Fd3dipiBiyr the construction of a more
GHPRFUDWLF RUGHU" S H PrSoknBrv hag irfeléeq EfeatédkiihtuBeR S X O L
which we ought to make sense of and which we can accordingly take advantage of. No
strategic advantage can be taken quite yet, asiiciear which crises affect whom, what
is at stake, what has been thrownintocrBi G ORVW DQG ihkotopdtwktH SHR SO
HSRSXOLVW UDJH DQG IUXVWUDWLRQY VXSSRVHGO\ IDO

much more than just the neoliberal democratic world order.



7KLV FKDSWHU WKXV DWWHPSWV WRFXQ¥FMHWW D@ ~MWKH
This move permits a more productive way of analyzing the concept of democracy and of
the public such that the political effects of nostalgia are better recognized. The immediacy
RI WKH pGHPRFUDWLF FULVLYV %nk D& deEnrbcRdyHhasMhBeR s\ GHF
or that the public has been lost. I, however, aim to analyze what is atvitaietfalling
into the trap of nostalgia. To do so, | will survey several democratic ideals and how those
ideals have been instituted so agét to more important questions surrounding the actors
who participate in democratic institutions: the people, the citizenry, the public. How do
these actors exercise political power and influence? How do they develop their capacities?
How do they develo relationships with others? Upon what bases do they accomplish this?

In which spaces?

The immediate contemporary relevance of the question about democracy and its
actors most obviously comes to light here: in facing an unprecedented amount of
technologiO FKDQJH DQG D WLPH RI pFULVLVY DQG WXUEXOH
how they participate in democracy has changed significantly. It may not be possible to
wholly understand these changes, and that is okay. Nonetheless, if we want to be able to
PDNH VHQVH RI WKLQJY OLNH WKH ULVH RI WKH pSRSXOL
out what exactly has shifted, and with what political effects. As sulststoricalapproach
for interpreting democracy as a concept, and the people/publie asribeptual political
actor, is necessary. Though portions of the argument will read genealogical, this chapter,

as part of a larger whole, is rgitictly a genealogy; it is also pragmatithat is to say, we



must deal with the intellectual ghosts of diistory, but we cannot let those ghosts haunt
us and draw us back in as we move forward into other futures.

| am less interested in the ghosts of democracy. Instead, what matters here are the
concepts implied by a functioning democracy: the citizetmgy people, the public, and so
on. | survey who the political actors are and how they are provided the grounds for action,
becaus¢he most important thing we can do is shift the way that those actors are educated.
We ought to find ways to enable politiGadtors to constitute themselves and make moves
toward other possible futures currently precluded by existing structures and institutions.
This failure of democratic institutions has thus far, in the words of Mouffe (2018), enabled,
D SURFHVV RRGLZYWMKHEWPRFUDWLF LQV-SRWXKWLRQYT V&L
implies that political action is not the goal of supposedly democratic institutions; instead,
elite management of public affairs is the goashibuldcome as no surprise that populism,
insofar as it is built upon the conflict between the people and the elite, has hieestyle
RI SROLWLFV LQ UHYV S-S@WVH WIR- WK HO RIDGEDHR | S RS/SV

At the same time, institutional failurethat is, the gulf between what demograc
could or should bend what institutions we actually haweenables some comparative

FULWLFDO SRWHQWLDO $V 7D\ORU SXWV LW 3'HPRFI

2 %9 RUURZHG IURP -RKQ 'HZH\Y{V GLVFXVVLRQ Rl pu7K
PRPHQW ZH XWWHU WKH ZRUGV p7KH 6WDWHY D VFRUH R
vision. Without oburLQWHQWLRQ DQG ZLWKRXW RXU QRWLFH WKH&E
imperceptibly into a consideration of the logical relationship of various ideas to one another

and away from the facts of human activity. It is better, if possible, to start from tére lat

and see if we are not led thereby into an idea of something which will turn out to implicate
WKH PDUNV DQG VLJQV ZKLFK FKDUDFWHUL]JH SROLWLFD
ILIXULQJ RXW ZKLFK RI GHPRFUDF\TV k@wdditg@orvanmy X DO JK|
cleareyed in interpreting the immediate political moméhit is the case that democracy

is at an end, or is in crisis, then we need to figure out exactly what we have lost in order to
grieve and move forward.



purpose by design, subjecting its core components to continual examiba@o®@ VFUXWLQ\"’
(p. 2). Democracy sets the conditions for its own critical examination antereretation.
How can we create the space for such analysis and examination on the part of the political
DFWRUV ZKR DUH PRVW DIIHFW H Gioks\az khBd&HNhEre) isptliéeH P R F U
space for such critical thinking in the contemporary moment? How does a public engage
in this critical reflection without succumbing to mourning a democracy that has supposedly
been lost? How does a public critically refleatidake political action without falling into
the nostalgia trap or the conspiracy theory trap?

-RKQ '"HZH\YV DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH pSXEOLFT L
does he clarify what is public in a clear consequentialist manner, theeeblying how
political action can be taken, but he also provides a useful pragmatic method for
interpreting the public and its problems by virtue of a critical appraisal of the present. We
should deal in whais, and not merely in whatlealswe want to exist. | therefore take
critical appraisal of the problems of the pubiight now, as they manifest-through the
articulation of those problems by publics, and through their subsequently organized
behavior to adress those problemsn the United States. | argue: (1) there must be a shift
DzD\ ITURP WKH QRVWDOJLF DVVXPSWLRQ RI D pIDOOHQ
nostalgic analysis to a pragmatic one permits a more robust theorization of how ditizens
democracy, and (3) accordingly, paying attention to th¢hewground actions taken by
distinct types of publics will show more clearjhy nostalgia and conspiracy theory have
become widely used frameworks for guiding public political action.

With limited ability to effect perceptible change in the face of significant economic,

social, political, and technological developments, | would expect a sense of powerlessness
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among some individuals, groups, and publics. Parsing out which groups feel powerless,
which groups manipulate that feeling of powerlessness, and which have asserted their
agency nonetheless is an important part of any critical appraisal. Even so, since
powerlessness represents a loss of the ability to effect change, or even the abitityoto co
DQG PDQDJH R Qeflalone AcQuallylekpkeriencing something like freedsrh

would expecteactionsto said felt powerlessness, perhaps a grasping for comfort, security,
meaning, and potentially power. Where could something like thiswefoHow could
meaning, comfort, and power be communicated as having actual political potential? My
argument is thahostalgig especially its more conspiratorial manifestations, functions
rhetorically perfectly in this set of circumstances. Technologieatlopments not only set

the groundwork for the attraction to nostalgic and conspiratorial feelings but also feed
them, in a vicious cycle. Nostalgia can indeed be conjured through the mythological
articulation of false pasts and lost homes in virtuatepgjust as conspiracy theories can

easily be spun up in those same virtual spaces.

From Democracy to the Public

At the heart of democratic appeal is the idea that the people as political actors have
freedom and control over their own lives, both indixatly and collectively. As a concept,
however, democracy is a historically loaded term, often establishing a worthwhile ideal
and only sometimes talimited degree achieving it. As a political tool, democracy has
served as an ideal for better, which haal#ed the gains of heretofore underrepresented
and unrecognized groups. It has served to inform institutions which would enable

individual rights borne out of the European Enlightenment. For worse, though, it has also
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enabled oppressive and destructiviooi@l projects, both at home and abroad, under the
JXLVH RI pVSUHDGLQJ GHPRFUDF\YT 7KH FRQFHSW RI G
interpretations and implementatich$ DOOLQJ RQ ERWK WKH pJRRGY DQG
spectrunf. Democracy has beeniticized as implying both chaos and conflict. It has been
criticized as permitting an easy slippage from democracy to despotism, whether by tyranny
of the majority or tyranny of an authoritarian leatler.

As a political concept, democracy is full of prebls and contradictionghat is
what makes interpreting and-irgerpreting its status in politics both an interesting and
potentially powerful project. My focus on such a large, oft discussed concept, has strategic
purpose: first, the concept encapsulatesdeal of collective political action, which | will
argue is important for the contemporary political moment; and secofaterpreting
GHPRFUDF\ IRU WKH SUHVHQW RSHQV XS FRQFHSWXDO L«
DQG PRVW LPERWBWEQWFON PWWKH VHW RI FROOHFWLYH S
in democracy. In large part, it is these political actors, and our understanding of who they
are and how they become constituted as political actors in democratic spaces, who are

centralto the democratic project more broadly.

3 Democracy literally means rule by the demos, the people, by virtue of majority rule. This

can become vague, however, when it becomes uneleais a part of the people, and

which voices are covered over by the majority.

4 +HUH ZH PLJKW WKGEDRNWREG WKH wEDREY DV D NLQG RI FI
execution of democracy when instrumentalized cohere with what the ideal is supposed to
mean?

57KH wi\UDQQ\ RI WKH PDMRULW\ LV RQH RI -DPHV ODGLVR
(in Federalist 10 & 51)democratic despotism, on the other hand, feeds Alexis de
TRFTXHYLOOHYV ®Snwtirsdy ik Bi@eridadnhe dsd_iged only think of the

famous Platonic argument against democracy in Book Wegfublic This argument has

been adapted in variousstorical moments by oligarchs and aristocrats who wish to
criticize democracy in order to maintain their own political power. A useful contemporary
DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKLV FDQ EH IRXQG LQ '"f(UDPR
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With respect to democracy as the ideal of collective political action, we must briefly
parse out the distinction between democracy as a set of ideals and democracy as an
institution which enables those ideals toneoto fruition. Democracy as an ideal implies a
few things: that decisiemaking is inclusive, and that individuals have equal access to the
decisionmaking process. The centrality of decisimaking implies that the actors which
engage in democracy must tboingsomething; they must be active. Here we might think
of the actively engaged political citizen as the democratic actor. The political citizen must
be afforded the opportunity to act, and to make meaningful decisions (that is, decisions
which have anmpact, and which are not limited to false choices). Here would be where
institutions come into play. Thideal role of democratic institutiosiis to ensure active
political participation on the part of the citizen by (1) maintaining a public space for
pdlitical action, (2) maintaining equal opportunity and access to that public space, (3)
maintaining a sufficient number of channels and options to select in making political
decisions, and (4) ensuring inclusive spaces which encourage debate and ditisrence
necessary for making decisions that would benefit the common good.

7KH WFRPPRQ JRRGT RU WKH PUSXEOLF JRRGTYT LV FHQ\
democracy. Ideally, citizens take political action together with an eye to the common good,
and institdions in turn enable that common good to flourish. In some ways, this calls back
to the classical republican understanding of government, in which citizens of the republic

takevirtuouspolitical action toward some common ehdowever, drawing from a mer

6 Machiavelli is considered here as a classical reppbDQ 5RXVVHDXTV DUWLFX
JHQHUDO ZLOO FRXOG ILW KHUH WRR DQG ORQWHVTXLHE
requiring the virtue that would demand citizens to not act for the good of themselves but

for the good ofall. It is important, howver, to be attuned to the distinction between a
republic and a democracy, despite their being frequently paired together.
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explicitly democratic WKLQNHU , DJUHH ZLWK & % ODFSKHUVRQT
democracy as a society:
As soon as democracy is seen as a kind of society, and not merely a mechanism of
choosing and authorizing governments, the egalitarian principle inherent in
GHPRFUDF\ UHTXLUHV QRW RQO\ pRQH PDQ RQH YR
effectiverighttolivH DV I XOO\ DV KXPDQO\ DV ksiHow &enZ LVKY 'l
by those who want it and by those who have it (or are said to have it) and want
more of it, as a kind of societya whole complex of relations between individuals
trather than simply a systeof government. [p. 51]
Macpherson articulates a useful definition of democracy: he forces the blending of the ideal
of a democratic society with its institutions, for it is only by virtue of institutions that
individuals can have their ideal, selétermired society. Institutional frameworks have to
maintain a democratic society in which human beings are able to fully develop their
capacities with and alongside other individuals. Part of these capacities includes the
exercise of political powethumans, foMacpherson (1984a & 1984b), are more than just
their labor power £ and so democratic society must mean more than just the
institutionalization of fair and equal voting righ&sccordingly, he public goodequires
institutionally maintained space forettexercise of human capaciti@dacpherson 1984a
& 1984b) This is where the democratic ideal becomes fully institutionalized.
In articulating an ideal democratic society and asking how it functions, we must
also ask questions about thetor which engages in democracy: the citizenry, the people,
and/or the public, I ZzZH DUH WR WDNH D VHULRXV DSSUDLVDO
pragmatism demands, then the importance of the acquisition of knowledge/fact/truth, and
the acquisition of skills ahdispositions for analyzing and acting upon that knowledge is
RI WKH XWPRVW LPSRWWRWRKH BPRPRXOW u2RVW WKURXJK

enable political actors to constitute themselves and make moves toward other possible

futures currently prectied by existing structures and institutiofike that of the idealized
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institution of democracy itself, which has in many veins failed to meet the high standard

RI ODFSKHUVRQYY LGHDO RI D GHPRFUDWLF VRFLHW\ GH
And yet, the work of democracy can never be assumed to be finishatis, actors ought

not shirk in the face of frustration with decaying democratic institutibaed so must
FRQWLQXH IRUZDUG )DWDOLVP RU D QRVWYD@HOLF VHDU
centuries past undermines a central tenet of democracy itself: to always be working on
improving the conditions for seffovernance, adapting to change and flux, and accepting

that chaotic conflict may be inevitable and yet productive. This requioestant
interpretation and ranterpretation of the world around us; it is no small task. Such

interpretation and critique, too, require space and time; again, no small task.

Political Literacy and the Pragmatic Approach

In many cases, part of our padal role in democracy i make spacéor critical
examination. Surely, individuals and groups can create suoaléspaces for critical
reflection, but if we are going to have a larger impact on democratic structures, then making
that space would reguUH FROOHFWLYH SROLWLFDO DFWLRQ +HUH
in the Florentine Republic might lend us some guidambésis, as Yves Winte(2018)
SXWV LW 3D P RddmsciBud callecié agat€y lin the pursuit of freedom that
expresse itself in the form of agitation, tumults, and popular revolts. It is through such
revolts, Machiavelli suggests, that the plebs become politically literate actors in their own

U L J K.\68). For someone like Machiavelli, the plebs take political actiadisruptive
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manner’ They mustinterrupt everyday life andreatethe space for their demands to be
heard® Importantly, the taking of political action plays a role in the development of
political literacy on the part of the plebs

Others have notkthisfactin different contexts. For exampl€athi Weekq2011)
in The Problem with WorkD UJXHV WKDW pGHP D ge@aydpical koBlRiv HO Y HV
describing the Wages for Housewdrkovement, Weeks argue3, W ZDV QRW MXVW |
but also a movemend, process of becoming the kind of people wtww, rather, the kind
of collectivities thattneeded, wanted, and felt entitled to a wage for their contributions. In
WKLV UHVSHFW LW ZDV D GHPDQG IRU WK SRAHHNY WR P
undestanding of the demand has a significant pedagogical value: through participation in
the act of demanding, individuals and growps learn about problems, to intervene in
addressing those problems, to imagine other possible futures accordingly, and to
cdlectively demand that those futures be materializddchiavelli also conveys the
pedagogical value of political actiprafter all, hisinjunction to interpret rhetoric,

spectacles, and historythe deeds of great mettis an injunction to make oneself

7 Jacques Ranciere (1999) has also characterized politics as disruptive. For him, though
politics is nothing except the interruptiaof existing institutions of domination. In
5DQFLHUHYYVY ZRUGV 323ROLWLFV H[LVWV ZKHQ WKH QDWX
WKH LQVWLWXWLRQ RI D SDUW ZKR KDV QR SDUW”™ S
between those who have atp@he rich) and those who have no part (the poor); when the

poor burst onto the scene to then interrupt everyday life, politics happens.

8 Certainly,t Kk HUH DUH OLPLWYV WR WKLV ,Q ODFKLDYHOOLYV XC
this role of makingspace for and guarding liberty if they have not yet le@ruptedby

ambition. As is a common theme in classical republican thinking, like that of Machiavelli,

it is difficult to teach an already corrupted and thereby enslaved populace how to be free.
AnG - - 5RXVVHDX(Y{V S HVYV LcBribé AcguireR, XWizaéhRévers /LEH L
EH UHFR) H&sHRerhaps Rousseau is less the romantic nostatgis least in

political terms than he has been described as by others.

9 The Wages for HousRUN PRYHPHQW VHUYHV DV WKH FHQWUI
IRUPXODWLRQ RI WKH uGHPDQGT

16



politically literate. Practice in the interpretation of political happeniogs a basis of
knowledge for political action, just as aadkive action itself contributes to political literacy
akin to what Weeks describ¥s.
We can interpret Machiavelli as contributing towards understanding the kind of

political literacy necessary for citizens to take effective political action. Machi&wlliZ R U N

+The PrinceespecialytGRHYV QRW KDYH WR EH UHDG. hsteddl, tLKDQGE
we can read it as a handbook for citizens to make sense of the machinations df power.

the people have insight on the machinations of power, then pehepsan wield it This

in part explainsvhy, in the Discourses on LivyyMachiavelli(2008)sees the plebeians as
FHQWUDO SROLWLFDO DFWRUV GLVFXVVLQJ WKH SHRSOF
MXGJHPHQW  WKDQ D SULQ ErhimeriisQb@ pebRaN a@ bettékKtbay IR
JRYHUQPHQWYV ph.\14S 44 )Q Fid Yeoplare indeedfit for political action;

however LW VKRXOG EH QRWHG WK RIggsiodD republiafdi® endfV FR Q)
that he describes a kind of politics thehot necessarily democratic. We would nonetheless

GR ZHOO WR WDNH LQWR FRQVLGHUDWLRQ ODFKLDYHOOL
EH\RQG WKH S HIR G G¥WRE§I&ENVPArson is merely an individual to be

managed by elite governanaen though they are afforded the mechanism of voAing

100 3$QWRQLR *UDPVFLTV UHDGLQJ RI ODFH3RPYHOOL LQI
11Q <YHV :LQWHUfV>0DFKIRDVMGNMOOLTY UHDOLVP@YSUHVXS!
ability to represent and imagine a different reality but anchors this imagination in the
FRQFUHWH IRUFHV WKDW GHILQH WKH SUHVHQW 6XFK D
PHFKDQLFDOY NLQG LQ WZR UHVSHFWYV ,WonDiFth&® RZOHG.
envisaging alternative political arrangements and it underscores the importance of
interpretation, insisting that political reality does not manifest itself transparently but
requires interpretation. Because such a realism does not presumedltst is an

unmediated category, it implies that a grasp of political reality depends on a set of
LOQWHUSUHWLYH VNLOOV DQG D GHJUHH RI SROLWLFDO
ODFKLDYHOOLYY ZRUN LV DQ H[HU®LVH LQ SROLWLFDO SH
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democratic society in whicbollective political action is possiblaeans thaindividuals
can build solidarity and work together for some common end. What does it mean to work
towards some common @or for the public good What is the public good, anyway?

One interpretation of the public good in Machiavelli is simply the maintenance of
space for political action either institutionally or eximatitutionally? If space for political
action is theeommon good, then guarding libertyhe task which Machiavelieserves for
the plebeianstis at the core of the common good in a reputiliberty is aprerequisite
for political action,andcontinued political actiosustaingolitical liberty. In argiing that
the maintenance of a space for political action entails the maintenance of space for conflict
and disturbances, Machiavel(008) FULWLFL]J]HVY WKRVH ZKR FRQGHP(
republics 3« * ood laws [arise] from those disturbances that many pebpleghtlessly
condemn, and anyone who carefully examines the goal of these laws will find that they did
not lead to exile or violence against the common good, but instead brought forth laws and
LOQVWLWXWLRQV IRU WK hb. 3DMH IQ bithérWorRd,sd-Ibnglas cidideisH U W\~
particularly the plebeians, since Machiavelli is distrustful of the elite class which only
pursues its own ambitiogecan have the opportunity to engage in conflict to protect their
own interests, then they are acting fom& common public good. Moreover, insofar as
such conflict is codified in laws and institutions, then civic liberty is afforded, and the

common good is maintained’his may be a bit general, bsuch an ambiguous

12 |t is also worth noting that another way of interpreting the common good in Machiavelli
is as preservation of the republic. Preservation of the republic, however, requires the
perpetuation of productive conflict that maintains stability and yet initidtasge when
necessary.
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interpretation of the common good can eeradthy number of possibilities brought about
through political action by theeople.

Who are the people, however, and what falls under public purview? First, we should
be wary of the fact that the people can be used as an exclusionary category just as muc
it can be used as an inclusionary and expansive category. At a certain point, too, the
MSHRSOHY D YyhuBtbh& &vlusidmany,\to make political senBer examplewhen
ODFKLDYHOOL WDONV DERXW WKH pSHRSwWhidlfextlddeY SHFLIL
wealthierpatriciancitizens. For him, the plebeians are the central actor for the maintenance
of liberty in a republicwhose motivating desire is simptiie prevention of their own
oppressiorby wealthy elitesi3 This is not dissimilar from the populist formulation of the
FDWHJRU\ RI WKH SHRSOH ZKLFK VHUYHV DV H[FOXVLRC
VDPH WLPH WKH XQLYHUVDO FDWHJRU\ RI WKH pSHRSOI
many Others whadall outside of this Western category, insofar as they supposedly lack the
MUDWLRQDOLW\YT WR PDNH SROLWLFDO Glbibwedefp®y *LYHQ
the people as the set of political actors in such a way that makes sense and et is no
exclusionary based on racist qualifications?

-RKQ '"HZH\TV SUDJPDWLF DSSURDFKzwhieh WéKves SUREOI
from the problem of the peopleis useful for thinking through this question. From the
RXWVHW 'HZH\ GHILQH Vedeatiligt B €. LHisTpdin® ofepart@e/is

IURP *WKH REMHFWLYH IDFW WKDW KXPDQ DFWV KDYH F

13 One way to define the group of people we are talking about, then, is their central
motivating desire or interest. Later, as | attempt to lay out a conceptualization of different
sets of publics, this desire and interest will become integral to identdyougps of people

who organize to address specific political problems, real or perceived.
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these consequences are perceived, and that their perception leads to subsequent effort to
control action so as to secureBél FRQVHTXHQFHY DQG DR IPG)RWKHUV'
Matters DUH uSXEOLFY ZKHQ WKHLU FRQVHTXHQFHV H[WHQG
ZKDW LV USXEOLFY LV WKDW ZKLFK FDQ EH UHJXODWHG E
more interesting than meiconsequentialisnOn the one hand, he argues that there is no
unknowable mass which takes action, for it is always an individual being wht§ acts

On the other hand, he recognizes that departure tinerfiact thatthe individual is
the central actorcoupled with the assumption ofdirect causation as opposed to
consequentialism KDV OHG WR WKH pIDOOID eifer Rordé, GE&hY LG XD (
assumptions lead some to believe that individuals are unfettered by their economic, social,
and political conditins.Dewey(1954)argues that,

Wants, choices, and purposes have their locus in single beings; behavior which

manifests desire, intent, and resolution proceeds from them in their singularity. But

only intellectual laziness leads us to conclude that simedarm of thought and

decision is individual, their content, their subjetatter, is also something purely

personal. . 22]
Any givenindividual does not act out of nothingshe is always influenced by the people
and conditionsvhich surround herrandso even thougkheis the political actor per se,
her actions are much more than jl@r ,W LV KHUH ZKHUH 'HZH\YfV FR
GHVFULSWLRQ RI ZKDW LV uUSXEOLFY.VISRDEWeY pYovite® | DV SD

a sort of space beyond thenéines of atomistic individualism by showing how individuals

act but from a place which is largely influenced by other human beings, thereby opening

14 $V "HZH\ SXWV LW 3 QGLYLGXDO KXPDQ EHLQJV PD
in a political convention or in a joirgtock corporation or at the polls. Bihnis does not

mean that some mysterious collective agency is making decisions, but that some few
persons who know what they are about are taking advantage of massed force to conduct

the mob their way, boss a political machine, and manage the affaiBUfSRUDWH EXVLQ|

(p. 18).
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the space for collective actiautsidethe faceless masSecond, Dewey is quite literally a
pragmatistDQG VR KLV FRQVHTXHQWLDOLVW DFFRXQW FRPHV
RI KXPDQ DFWLYLW\« >WR@ VHH LI ZH DUH QRW OHG WKH
WXUQ RXW WR LPSOLFDWH WKH PDUNV DQG Y%H4QV ZKLFK

, I WKH IDFWV RI KXPDQ DFWLYLW\ VKRZ WKDW FRQVE}
organized in such a way as to manage both the perceptible and imperceptible consequences
of action.

'"HZH\TV DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH pSXdt G bffeited BbyHPV VLF

some action should be able to take measures (through representatives organized into a state,
SHU '"HZH\YV DFFRXQW WR PDQDJH WKRVH FRQVHTXHQFF
problem even beyond the fallacy of individualism which prees individual
omnipotence :KDW WKHQ LV WKH SUREOHP R1I95A)WbidSSXEOLF"
3:KDW KDV KDSSHQHG WR WKH 3XEOLF LQ WKH FHQWXU\
GHPRFUDF\ ZDV XUJHG ZLWK VXFR5IPG)Y OeMyGedd thi2Q G KR S
problem as threefoldl) W KH pP D F K2) @adtwargldifalization and(3) following
from these, the multiplication of disjointed publid3ewey (1954) argues tha8 W K H
machine age has so enormously expanded, multiplied, intensified, and complicated the
VFRSH RI WKH LQGLUHE8) FRuQaviedbliskyH<hEHge *H[WHQVLYH
enduring, intricate, and serious indirect consequerafeshe conjoint activity of
comparatively few persons traverse the globésWicreasinglydifficult to grasp the scope

of events, decisions, and their relativelglirect consequencéBewey, 1954, p. 128 his

21



makesit difficult for someone like Deweytor anyone, reallytto locate what falls under
public purview!s

Complicating thiglifficulty, thefoundations for action have becosmmpersonal
to the extent that the commurtahs becomeroded In other wordsthere is a lack of
recognition that individual action is fact a product of social and communal ideas and
desires, therebyobscuring the public and its ability to articulate itsélfGlobal
consequenceimdeed stenfrom a multiplicity of actors, but there is no global pulitic
address thenDoes this then nam that a global public is something we need to think about?
It certainly does, in part because it can be said that the possibilities for a global public with
its eye toward global concerns are ever more present in the contemporary moment.
However,our fows also must be on the localwe cannotonly be attentive to global,
international problems, even though this is in many ways the scale at which contemporary
difficulties operate.

This brief groundworkis geared toward the larger objective of transitignirom
the problem of democracy as an institution and a set of ideals to the problem of the political
DFWRUV ZKR SDUWLFLSDWH 7KLV LV D ZD\ RI GLVSODFL
FULVLVY RU pGHPRFUDF\ DV IDO O d@avingkienards fecusing/ V. LG H I

on the constitution of citizens for political participation. We can only make sense of the

15 In the contemporary moment, this may still be true, but it is also true that there are a
number of issues which have direct consequences that are easy to grasp, despite the size
and gravity of those consequencglsam thinkirg here most obviously of climate change

and its profound effects, both global and local.

1637KHUH DUH WRR PDQ\ SXEOLFV DQG WRR PXFK RI SXEO
WR FRSH ZLWK”~ 'HZH\ S 7KLV RI FRXUVH EHJV \
we need in order to cope with the scope of the consequences which affect tbepubl

large xin part, for Dewey, those resources come from education. | will argue something
similar later in the proposal.

22



SROLWLFDO DFWRUV WKHPVHOYHYVY KRZHYHU LI ZH FDQ (
public of the Great Socief{pewey, 1954, pp.28-131)to the public swarm of the digital
and technological agg¢ian, 2017, pp. 1:24). 2Q WKH RQH K H%3)prablEml\ |V
LV WKDW 3*PDQ\ FRQVHTXHQFHV DUH IHOW UDWKHU WKD
cannot be said to be known, for theg awot, by those who experience them, referred to
WKHLU RULJLQV« +HQFH WKH SXEOLFY.IBUHhBPBOEBKR XYV D
is importantly complicated by contemporary technolaggnd not just the machine age.
On the other hand, Byung Chul Wg017)characterizes the age of the internet mob, or of
the swarm, as he refers to it, as nothing but fleeting patterns, lacking the capacity for
collective action®7KRVH VXEMHFW WR WKH QHROLBWJIORHIFRQRI
mounting egoization and atomization of society is making the space for collective action
VKULQN« &RQWHPSRUDU\ VRFLHW\ LV QRMWudeKDSHEG E\ P>
2017, pp.13-14). Couple these two together, and weapparentlyleft not oy with an
inarticulable public insofar as consequencedeltebut not knownbut also with a set of
individuals who no longer have the capacity to come together as a public for collective
political action by virtue of technological atomization.

Perhapsve have indeed reachgd W KH IDOO RRidNakdHSeBnetrgued
this in his 1974 book, The Fall of Public Manwhich was fittingly epublished in 2017
with the aim of forcing us to look beyond our cell phones and back toward civié life.
Here, Sennett (2017) describes the obsession of personal authenticitypals self
absorption and narcissistie arguesWKDW 3SWKH SV\FKLF OLIH LV VHHQ I

delicate that it will wither if exposed to the harsh realities of the social world, ahd wil

17 See the back of book blurbs for an articulation of this purpose.
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IORZHU RQO\ WR WKH H[WHQW WKDWQY\p.4)VSéndeRWeyy FWHG LC
be right,but what matters here is thinking through the multifarious changes which have
emerged and accordingly demand aoaceptualizing not simply of theoblems of the

public, but ofpublicsthemselvesl thereforemove to articulateand analyzeublics and

their problemsERUURZLQJ EXW Do@agvidtidiia@ewoik Z s i Yhy attempt

to understand and adajptthe novel changesvitnessedn our cemocraticpublics Only

then can we come back around to problematize the nostalgic claim that the public itself has

fallen, that the public has lost its ability to be a competent political actor.

Conceptualizing a Multiplicity of Publics

While Dewey, Senett, and Han all have useful insights, their analyses lack in that
they run the risk of sifting together publics with desires and interests distinct from their
neighbors. It is that conflation which leads Han to a technological dystopian fatalism,
catches6HQQHWW VTXDUHO\ LQ WKH QRVWDOJLD WUDS DQ
analysis from distinguishing the inevitably distinct publitsome of which are very
capable of articulating themselvesinternal to the workings of democratic society.
Discerning publics requires making a set of choices about which publics are interesting and
why, and | make those choices based on a specific conceptual landscape. llosk;, on
memory, nostalgia, mythology, nationalism, whiteness, conspiracy thearidwiplence
as conceptual frames for interpreting the contemporary political moment in the United
States. While much of my analysis does focus on-fighg publics, it is certainly not
confinedto that ideological space. But we cannot deny the fact thatipolg dichotomies

painted in political rhetoric affect the production of and behavior of publics themselves.
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Conceptually, there are several different ways to delineat@uhlics from other
subpublics and from the public at large. To start, consMeEKDW D pSXEOLFY KDV LC
some common good, as many democratic and republican theorists would assume. What
makes a public a public that takes political action is the very fact that it acts for its own
common good. On the other hand, considerultlics as representing specific and distinct
LOQWHUHVWY IURP WKH DPELJXRXV pFRPPRQ JRRGY IRU H]
group oriented or limited interest, which may or may not be considered as part of the
MFRPPRQ JRRGY E\ DOO da thesk §ups KRsytibliEKare can be
determined by standard demographigace, class, gender, sexual orientation, religion or
spirituality, education level, geographic location, ideological leaning, and spama we
might consider that a sylubOLFYfV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH pupFR
UHSUHVHQWHG LQ WKHLU VWDWHG pVSHF kpubkc§ exig§ WHUH V \
prior to their interests (that is, their interests @aasaland follow from group makep),
we miss the pasbility that publics themselves can form around problems which they wish
to solve, or that ikgroup similarities, interests, and problems are ait@astitutive of a
single subSXEOLF 7R SXVK WKLV ERXQGDU\ '"HZH\YV FRQVHT
useful (though desiring of a reformulation itself): a public, in the pragmatic understanding,
is a group of people who face a similar problem, recognize it, and address it accordingly.
Here, we can identify publics by their problems, and less so their gitgegbts. Specific
situations or conflicts are what prompt the formation ofgublics into coherent entities,
their interests or demands are articulated accordingly, and from this a kind of political

literacy is developed.
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Here, | want to argue thelfowing: first, that a pragmatic, consequentialist, and
situational theory of publics best allows us to understand the varistypgiublicsacross
the U.S. Second, this is possible only if we are pragmatic ourselves and recognize that the
fact of polariation has left us not with a single public, taking up problems with
FRQVHTXHQFHYVY IRU D pFRPPRQ JRRGY EXW ZLWK D VHW
require reactions that necessarily run up against one another. Third, being pratguoatic
requires reggnition of the fact that supublics face general, widely experienced problems,
yet interpret them, plan out their reactions, and become politically literate around those
problems distinctly. In short, stiublics experience both distinct and shared p@mois|
interpreting them on the bases of their own experiences and normsuBlids
accordingly produce patterns of behavior in reaction that can be, as we have seen, violently

conflicting *® And not just violently conflicting: politically anexistentialy conflicting.

Key Concepts

In the interest of clearing the ground for my analysishofv nostalgia and
conspiracy theory function as frameworks for public interpretation and political action
around contemporary issues, | highlight here the key conbepiad my analysis. The
purpose of this conceptual interlude is strictly to provide my own concise definitions as a

groundwork for proceeding forward with the analysis. Each concept here has proven useful

18 Carl Schmitt (2007) would likely nod along with this obseivat for the central
relationship of politics is, of course, that of friend versus enemy (and though this is
supposed to be an international relationship, it can easily be shifted by strategically
defining who counts in the nation, and who does not). AGcbolQ JO\ WKH HQHP\ LV
other, the stranger; and it is sufficient for his nature that he is, in a specifitatige way

existentially something different and alien, so that in the extreme case conflicts with him
DUH SRVVLEOH ™ @PKPLWW S
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in working towards the larger ends of my reseafthunravel the deeper story behind the
resurgence of white nationalism, (2) articulate the connections between nationalism,
nostalgia, mythology, and conspiracy theory, (3) and analyze the apparent increasing
popular support for racialized animus acrtiesUnited States.

Affect comprises more than just emotions that individuals experience in given
situations. Affect is embodietihat is, the experience of the body, the mind,
the soul, the heart are integral to understanding affect. It also includes a
general mood or pattern of feeling that individuals have even in advance of
experience. Affect is both the emotional effect of events and consequences
as well as the general embodied feeling which establishes the baseline for
how individuals perceive theixperiences.

Loss describes a widely experienced predicament in which something/someone
ZKLFK ZzDV SUHVHQW LQ VRPHRQHTVY H[SHULHQFH
of a lack. It is less an emotion than it is an affective experietwree that
affects the bdy, thatcolors how emotions are felind that establishdise
general backgrounchoodaroundwhich life isinterpreted andhanaged.

Rhetoric refers to the politically charged language used by prominent figures.
Rhetoric is used for specific purpos#typically social, cultural, or political
purposestand involves convincing individuals of the argument posed.

Reactionaryrefers to the (individual or group) tendency to respond to events,
situations, or experiences with a desire to return to the prior status quo. A

given situation, presumed to be different from what existed prior, is
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responded to with the desire for a retuonthe prior social, political,
cultural, and/or economic arrangement.

Memory quite simply indicates what individuals recall after given experiences.
Memory is notably unreliable, but it is nonetheless formative for identity.
Collective groups also haveamory, which can be shared across individual
people and across generations. Shared memory highlights the fact that
memories can exist without an individual having to experience the event in
real life.

Mythology is a blend of memory, history, storytellingnd embellishment.
Mythology tends to fit a Manichean cosmology of good and evil and tends
towards the description of ideal archetypes. Mythology can take advantage
of unreliable memory, embellish history, and cover over complexity to tell
simplified allgyorical stories. Nonetheless, mythology has been shown to be
integral for general human comprehension of existence, identity, culture,
traditions, and the world.

Nostalgiais a feeling of longing for a lost past or a lost home. Often, the memory
thatnosDOJLD UHIHPR WRUNGIURKIDW LV WKH PHPR
simplified, and perceived as better. Nostalgia can sometimes beoaisee
(that is,homeor nation), but not always. Often what is longed for is a
HEHWWHUY WLPH ITUFEFHEAMRUH WIXQ@ WKDWEHHQ O
moment.

Nationalismis the ideology which places the nation and its interests at the center

of decisioamaking, often (but not always) at the exclusion of other nations.
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Nationalism can have a civic, politicalyltural, and/or ethnic dimension.
These inflections indicate whether what is at stake is the nation state or
cultural and ethnic values, for example. Often these overlap, where cultural
values get wrapped up in the political expression and protectidmosé t

values through government institutions.

Whitenesgrefers to skin color, to cultural heritage and lineage, to a set of values,

White

and to privilege. Whiteness is a dynamic, socially constructed concept that
is wielded and changed according to given cirdamses. It relies upon
cultural values and a cultural history of whiteness that tends towards
mythology more than history. Whiteness is a distinatiydernconcept,
which was articulated as a tool of power, and it does not stretch back to
uD QFLHQ WspiteLhstdnesl caims of white civilization and white
values stretching back to the great (Roman) republics and (Greek)
democracies of old.

supremacyis the belief that whites, or those of European descent, are
superior to other races. It is aldw® belief that white European culture and
values are superior, and that in turn whites should not only exclude others

EXW DOVR GRPLQDWH WKH pOHVVHUY UDFHYV

White nationalismargues that whites should have a separate nstata to protect

and preserve white culture. The white etlstate would permit white self
governance according to white values and would exclude anyone who does
not fit the qualifications of whitenesé/hite nationalism is not necessarily

the same as white supremadyyt the termindeed does allow white

29



supremacy to mask itself as something apparently more innacousre
MZKLWH LGHQWLW\ SROLWLFVY WKkiatd GHPDQGV D

Conspiracy theoryis a proposed explanation that hypothesizes that a set of
conspirators are plotting and acting in secret for their own benefit and
against the common good7 KH\ DWWHPSW WR DUWLFXODWH
which refers to a secret plamang actors to seize power, violate rights,
hoard resources, or irrevocably change institutions so that theyagairkst
the common good. Conspirattyeoriesoperate in a vacuum of good versus
evil where the plotters are the evil actors.

Conspiracy theosmrefers to the ideological version of conspiracy theory, which
blends belief and action. It takes the alleged conspiracy, presumédghat
accurate, and drives political action to bring the plot to light and hold
accountable the conspirators, at aogt.

Violence can be physical, psychological, politicalocial, or individual. It can
produce actual bruises and cuts; it can maim bodies; it can cause death. It
can be used for political purposes, to manipulate, to induce fear, and to
tighten the gripof power. But it also encompasses hatred and radtsm.
encompasses bullying aggression, taunting,and harassment.lIt
encompasses exclusion and prohibition of entry into the sphere of political
decisionmaking. It encompasses foreclosing ordinary engagenme
everyday life. Violence can be meted out both on bodies and on

possibilities.
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Chapter Summaries

In this introductory chapterFrom Democracy to the Public: Shifting the
Theoretical Frameworkl began with the assumption that democracy is in cissa
SURYRFDWLRQ , DVNHG WR ZKDW H[WHQW LV WKH DVVX
one, and why does the problem of nostalgia inhibit a more robust theorization of how
citizensdo democracy? Shifting the framework to a pragmatic one, asel inene, enables
understanding of how publicgthat is, a group of people who face a similar problem,
recognize it, and address dttake political action. Thus, instead of lamenting the loss of
democracy, | have shown the necessity of analyzirtpeground actions taken by publics
of different types.

Chapter 2;The Problems of Publics: Technology and Conspiracy Theosisris
by analyzing the shifting landscapes which have altered political participation in
contemporary democracy. Maintaining my pragimstance, | describe the set of problems
which have morphed the way that public action toward political ends takes place. | show
how evolving affective practices, constant chaotic flowing of stimuli via technology, and
rampant uncertaintytparticularly during the COVID19 pandemicthave established
conditions for increased conspiracy theory adherence and existentially motivated backlash.
| argue that reactionary publics respond by trying to manage complexity by longing for
simplicity. The chapter condlies with two brief examples of conspiracy theorism that
surfaced during the summer of 2020, a summer which was indeed a tumultuous political
moment in the U.S.

Chapter 3,Nationalist Nostalgia, American Style: Distorted Memories and

ConspiracyTheories shows the connection between nostalgic rhetoric and conspiratorial
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thinking. Both nostalgia and conspiracy theory rely on mythological and Manichean
worldviews. Whilenationalist nostalgidongs for a lost America which is both mythical
andgrounded in the reality of some American citizeft®nspiracy theorismlaces blame
on explicitly evil actors for that loss. | focus on the rhetoric of political leaders and
ideologues surrounding the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election and the 2020 U.rRiadsid
Election to show how the progression from nostalgic to conspiratorial rhetoric has
encouraged and emboldened white nationalism across American politics. Analysis of the
shift from the rhetoric ohationalist nostalgian 2016 toconspiracy theorisnin 2020,
coupled with my orthe-ground analysis, is both intellectually and politically key to
interpreting the events leading up to and including the Capitol Insurrection on January 6,
2021.

Chapter 4,0nthe-Ground RighiWing Publics: What ever happen¢o being
Proud of Your Boy?moves away from national political rhetoric and zooms in on the
language of political actors engaged in reactionary politics. This chapter begins to construct
a typology of reactionary publics on the right wing of Americantjosliby paying close
attention to what political actors say about their beliefs and behavior. | argue that the Proud
Boys arechauvinist white nationalistand that Patriot Prayer, a group active in the Pacific
Northwest, areChristian freedom fightersDespite being distinct types, both groups
display nostalgic and conspiratorial rhetoric, describing lost American values to recover.
Both groups have been known to engage in street brawling and violence as part of their
struggle to recover America. Importhntdespite their attempts to elude charges of racial

animus and to sanitize their white nationalist tendencies, both groups demand to recover
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white (American) values and rely on a mythologized white history built in opposition to
the racialized noavhite Other.

Chapter5,& RQVSLUDF\ 7TKHRULVP DV 5DGLFDOL]DWLRQ
Know it, argues that conspiracy theorism should be thought of asideakigy +a set of
beliefs which propel political action on the streets. | use multiple lensgsderstand the
appeal of conspiracy theory, and | argue that QAnon represents the typevaaltionary
conspiracy theoristsl interpret the language of QAnon adherents to show that they cast
into a cosmic register of good versus evil their strudglerestoring America, thereby
mythologizing a lost homeland which must be saved. Drawing from apocalyptic and
millenarian streams of Christianity, the QAnon movement has been adept at shifting the
linguistic register to in turn shift the parameters ftwew violence is acceptable. Not only
this; violence becomes the morally justified choice for saving America in a redemptive do

or-die moment.

Democracy as Crisis

After researching and analyzing everything that has gone into this project, it feels
easy toconclude that democracy is indeed in crisis, especially in the United States. White
supremacy persists; racially motivated mass shootings continue; white nationalism
continues to rear its ugly head after years of rhetorical encouragement; conspirasistheor
throw our shared set of facts and common understanding into question. | am at a loss,
feeling pessimistic myself.

But | know that to talk about democracy as being in crisis, or to talk about the

democratic public as having fallen because of this;astjrally antidemocratic. This is to
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say thatdemocracy as an ideal is in and of itself a kind of instability, crisis, complexity,
andchaos xsuch that agonistic conflict can be had, struggles can play out, arguments can
be made, and, accordingly, calve political action can be taken. To criticize and
demonize these very aspects is to criticize and demonize democracy itself. What this means
is not that we should turn a blind eye while white supremacy and white nationalism
continue to attempt to undeme American democracyAnd publics indeed have not.
There has been significant organizing against the violent peddlers of racist ideology, to
shut down racialized hatred and exclusion. Racism does not belong in a democracy, and
actively engagegublics lave organized against it in recent years. Nonetheless, we must
interrogate the extent to which our democratic institutions have been built upon racism and
white supremacy. It is indeed the case Wiate supremacy is a design feature of American
democracyand what we have seen unfold in front of our eyemboldened racism and

white nationalism in the twendfyrst century on the heels of the election of the first black
man to the highest political officeéis to be expected. In this case, it is in faatAmerican
democratic institutionsvhich are in crisis, and not the mere fact of democratic conflict in
and of itself.

For this reason, | spent some time above distinguishing from democracy as an ideal,
as a set of practices, and as institutions. Ingiitg ground democracy, lending it rules and
mechanisms for accountability. Practices embrace the complex conflicts of democracy, the
multifarious interests of publics, placing them in conversation for the sake of political
momentum. ldeals guide us towadmething always present yet not always achievable;
that is, they keep us going. These must work in tandem, and we must not be afraid to

criticize certain aspects of each when they prove to fall short. In this way, blind acceptance
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and adherence to exisgj practices, or past practices, for that matter, can become anti
democratic in and of itself. Not standing up to congealed racialized hierarchies within our
political institutions is indeed antiemocratic. Longing for a time when those hierarchies

were sarker, more solid, and less fluid is both a reactionary andlanibcratic sentiment.
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CHAPTER 2

THE PROBLEMS OF PUBLICS: TECHNOLOGY AND CONSPIRACY

THEORISM

The Fallen Public

John Dewey(1924) publishedThe Public and itsProblemsduring the interwar
period, arguing that changing global and technological circumstances had led to a more
complex society. In fact, the problem of the public, as Dewey saw it, was that the public
was ill-prepared to adapt to complexity, specificavhen organizing and responding to
FRQVHTXHQFHV ZKRVH FDXVHV ZHUH GLIILFXOW WR ORFI
almost one hundred years later. Global flows of capital, culture, and people coupled with
dramatic shifts in technological developmeand usage have created new webs of
complexity for publics to navigate. In the United States, this has created a backdrop against
which reactionary publics have tried to manage complexity by longing for simplicity.
When | say,u UH D FW L R QIDréder specHicallytopublics who react with the goal of
returning to the previous status quo, to a time of simplicity when these problems were not
present. Through cycles of action and reactidesiring simplicity in response to moments
of complexity I analyze the political effects of nostalgia as publics mobilize to act in
shifting landscapes.

Which problems have contributed to shifting landscapes and, accordingly, have
altered how certain publics participate in democracy? | argue that there are fa set o
interwoven mutations which have contributed to burgeoning reactionary publics. First,
there is greater recognition of the role of affect in political decisiaking, coupled with

a shifting ground upon which value judgements can be made. In other wurdsid
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categories of what is good or bad have been replaced with different categories as a greater
variety of experiences have been recognized as both equal and valuable. Second, in affect
laden conditions, new technological arrangements morph an afieitityg landscape. As
more and more Americans have access to a constant flovirofe volumes ofcontent,
chaos and overwhelm ensue as traditional foundations are shaken. Third, there is an
increasingly strained relationship among expertise, know|eatug truth. This manifests
not only as a distrust in experts who allegedly represent only their own proprietary interests,
but also as a prolific and highly visible conspiracy theorism oriented against elites and their
monopoly on expertise. As a restiittere has been a palpable lamentation of the fall of the
public and the supposed collapse of democracy into goodisital time.

| center on these emergent problems and changes because they highlight the
problems of the types of publics | focus omily research: reactionary publics trying to
ground themselves in changing circumstances and reclaim political power. This is not to
say that reactionary publics are the only types of publics reeling from such changes. Indeed,
these mutations reflect a braaathanging landscape, specifically in the United States, that
other publics have responded to in different ways. However, understanding how
reactionary publics have adapted to navigating new political terrain is in turn important for
understanding the dper story behind resurgent white nationalism across the United
States.

Questions of affect, technology, and expertise as expounded upon here are largely
grounded in a review of the literature from scholars who have tried to better understand the
past twodecades of American society, culture, and politics. In my transition to questions

of expertise, nostalgia, and conspiracy theory, | construct my own framework for
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understanding the contemporary problems of the public. | argue that understanding the
interday between nostalgia and conspiracy permits greater understanding of how
reactionary publics behave in the contemporary moment. My framework will be fleshed
out as | display two small examples of conspiracy theorism from our very turbulent 2020.
In laterchapters, | adopt this framework to interpret two Hgirig groups active in the

U.S. #the Proud Boys and Patriot Pray#as well as the QAnon conspiracy theory. In this
way, my project serves as an attempt to understand emboldened reactionamngght
backlash in U.S. politics.

There are a set of themes and similarities connecting these emergent public
problems in the United States. On the one hand, restrictive dichotomous patterns of thought
create the ground for their emergence; On the other Haedting, perception, and
knowledgeconstitute a nexus around which they are exacerbated. Public and private; mind
and body; emotion and reason; subjective and objective; war and peace; self and other;
stability and instability; past and present. Such dmmts, when assumed to be the basis
for making sense of the happenings in American politics and the world more generally,
serve to limit how reactionary individuals and groups can react.

The relational nexus between feeling, perception, and knowledg&esgréor
understanding the political effects of dichotomous thinkBgrrowing a sentiment from
'"HZH\TV S U4 &éehBeduiences exist in the world, but how we teetxperience
them, whether we perceive them,ifowwe can even know thema differentstory. In fact,
'"HZH\TV SUDJPDWLVP KHO S VCotiseduéhéeR denetiehcatiut thieys R L Q W
are not necessarily known; they are felt,perceived to be felt, but not always wholly

understood ' HVFULELQJ KLV SUHVHQW 'Ihdny\consequerizésdaxeHV WK
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IHOW UDWKHU WKDQ SHUFHLYHG WKH\ DUH VXIIHUHG EX
then,without saying that agencies are not established which canalize the streams of social
DFWLRQ DQG WKHU hEB1Y Withkid ha\apprupate knowledge, and by
acting solely on feelingand perceptionit can bedifficult to organize a public to
satisfactorily address or regulate the consequences atNametheless, the consequences
are real, a point of both fact and feeling

Complicating this further:.LI ZH FRXSOH 'HZH\YfV SUDJPDWLVP
:LOOLDPVT FXOWXUDO PDWHULDOLVP LW EHFRPHV L
consequences follows from a complex chain beginning from already established social
formations and ending withthe et QDUWLFXODEOH pVXEMHFWLYHY HI[S
feeling and thinking which is indeed social and material, but each in an embryonic phase
before it can becoma IXOO\ DUWLFXODWH DQG GHILQHG3H.[FKDQJH
Not only can the origin of consequences not be pinpointed, but also that sometitaek
the languageto describe the connection between our experiences and larger, more
complex, and already articulated social formations.

In the contemporary momentWKLV UHIOHFWV VRPHWHKTLQJ OLN
phenomenon. A nefarious factional conflict and intense polarization has been in part driven
E\' UHODWLYHO\ VPD O @eplidate BfdGei®ifforzés thimks VhiHo@rt to
algorithms. One irony ishat with the democratization of informati@ndof knowledge
reactionaryconsumersmight become overwhelmed and overburdenedhe point of
falling quickly into oppositional camps +HUH LV -RGL 'HDQ S6R LI HY
there on thelnternet, anything | fail to encountet or cannot $ic] even imagine

encounteringtLVQIW VLPSO\ HIFOXGHG HYHU\WKLQJ LV DOUHD
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Experience or encounter indicates the realness of a given thimmjher words, what
individuals canperceiveas realand accordinglyexperienceas real +for example, an
anecdotal story of a friend of a friend shared on Facebe&real and has presumably
real effectst KROGV JUHDWHU ZHLJKW WKDQ D SOHWKRUD RI
constitute knowledge floating aroufitilt is here that we must come to terms with what
WKH -pW8IRXWK § HUD P Hbe®ing: Iikthe @#trEth marRea, decisiemaking
is impacted such that what matters in making choices is what feels reabtaratessarily
some abstract knowledge that might apply to your situation. At the same time, accessing
knowledge is difficult in and of itsefecause athe complexity of relations and structures
which have consequences on your lf¢hat matters is whas relatable to you, and not
something way beyond the scope of your own imaginary.

Another way of interpreting the pestth era is to realize that the cacophony of
FRPSODL QW VVWERM&IabB/ad Yhenomenology is what matters. That is,
how people perceive and experience the world is what matters, and this is not new. Sennett
described this phenomenon as part and parcel to the secular tradition which arose in the
QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\ (20K T) desdA@idhHnferéstng @atvanitisv
PRPHQW KH UHFRJQL]HG WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH IDOO RI
the immanent, rather than the transcendent. Immediate sensation, immediate fact,
immediate feeling were no longer to be fitted into a-gstent schemén order to be

XQGHUVWRRG 7KH LPPDQHQW WKH LQVWDQW WKH IDFV

19 This, too, seems to be part of the reason why rhetoric, which is more immediately and
affectively relatable, has a stronger pull than the falsity of facts thrown around in the
FRQWH[W RI WKDW UKHWRULF +HUH RQH LVicaUHPLQGF
tendencies.
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2017, p26). This, for Sennett, is the transition away from objectivity and into subjectivity.
+HUH ZH KDYH DOUHDG\ S DWHGWLPW R LDQ KL E KR WIKFHR V KV
counts as knowledge has changed from the objective, the abstract, and the transcendent to
the subjective and immediate.

And yet, the difficulty of complexity is the challenge of locating the causes of
consequences felAs Dewey(1954)notes,3% XW HYHQ WKH PRVW VKUHZG DC
does not in any analytic and systematic wajn a way worth to compare with the
knowledge which he has won in lesser affairs by the stress of expetiemoe the system
within which hH R S H LpDL@6H I¥/systematic and analytical knowledge of how systems
and structures worktlike that of developing technolog¥is near impossible to come by,

WKHQ ZK\ WKH IRFXV RQ pWUXWH¥Y rot\foddNindtéad BAUNED QW F
phenanenological aspects of those systems, on the human experiences within those
structures? Dewe{1954), WDNLQJ DQ DSSURDFK ZKLFK UHFDOOV O0OC
suffices to employ the conditions which are before him. Skill enables him to turn the flux
evHQWYV WKLV ZD\ RU WKDW LQ KLV RZQ QHLJKERUKRRG ,
166)20 |s it, however, possible to have control over the flux?

The assumption that omanhave complete control is certainly a dangerous one; it is
also one that falinto the nostalgia trap. This is a longing for a past time in which one had
total and complete control, when times were simpler, or when fewer different voices were
heard in the democratic arena. In the face of difference and complexity and conflict,

though, things have become too difficult to have power over at all. This is, in one sense, a

20 Here, 1 would say that Dewey is not necessarily arguing that at any point individuals can
have total control. Instead, | read Dewey as articulating a concern that people believed they
had total control, only to be dumfounded and angth@tealization that they do not.
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problem of perceptionndividuals perceive themselves as powerli#ss here that we can

see reasons for resorting to a kind of fatalism, resentment, conspieacigin, reactionary
politics, or feelings of nostalgia. Why have reactionary publics taken this path? In
analyzing emergent changes and the shifting cultural, technological, and political
landscape, | will show how reactionary publics get to this paih algainst this backdrop,

and because of the longer history of racism and white supremacy in the U.S., that we see

emboldened white nationalism in the contemporary moment.

Setting the Affective Landscape

Affect is key to building a framework for undeastling the contemporary

landscape. | highlight here the accounts of several theorists who accept that affect matters
for political decisioamaking to establish a ground upon which | build my account of
political nostalgia. By showing how others theorizeways that political decisiemaking
is impacted by affect, | show how nostalgia can guide political action taken by individuals
and publics in response to felt consequences. Nostalgia has been made politically palpable
through rhetoric to constitute a pgWLFXODU uDIIHFWLYH ODQGVFDSHT

GHVFULEHV pDIIHFWLYH ODQGVFDSHVY DV 33D FRPSO
densely textured space within which some experiences, behaviors, choices, and emotions
DUH SRVVLEOH eWwdRlP ldndudbl/led, anQ still others are impossible or
XQLPDJLQDEOH" S $IIHFW LV WKH OLYHG H[SHULHQF
necessarily linear, and accordingly prone to fluctuations. Affect also has an important

bodily or autonomic inension (Clough, 2017). That is to say that when one experiences
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emotions, it is not merely relegated to the space of the mind; it flows throughout the body
and is felt both physicallgndpsychologically.

$ JLYHQ puDIIHFWLYH OD Q GhotwheSeperieig&tha~viid Hout Q RW R
also the concepts and terms which permit us to explain those experiences. In a parallel
manner, describing the political potency of language, Henry Giroux (2019) argues that
S3ZRUGYVY PDWWHU 7KH\ PDW WhideEheRdeodgidal \&nd ldffecpe W R Q O
scaffolding for policies but also because they function as pedagogical tools to define social
UHODWLRQV PRELOL]H GHVLUHV FUHDWH PRGHV RI LGH¢
RWKHUV DQG WKAp 10)D&intel WordsR tbAcepts, and terms are defimed
advance any given affective landscape by design sets limits, boundaries, patterns, and
possibilities for what can be experienced. Though they define what is permitted, affective
landscapes are indeesites for struggle not only over new ways of thinking about our
experiences but also over the very possibility for new livable experiences.

$ JLYHQ uDIIHFWLYH ODQGVFDSHY FDQ EH HPLQHQW
counteracting forces, but they adefined bystructures of feelingWilliams, 1977).
6WUXFWXUHV RI IHHOLQJ UHYHDO WKH GHWDLOV RI DIIHF
RI EHORQJLQJ DQG SRVVLELOLWLHV RI PRELOLW\" *URVV
throughout this pract, can be dangerously manipulated for political gain. Possibilities can
be limited simply through rhetoric and vocabulary-ghoups and owugjroups can be
distinguished simply by virtue of defining who belongs and who does not, of deciding who
countsandZKR GRHV QRW 1RQHWKHOHVYV 3SROLWLFDO SRVYV
between understanding how people do feel and imagining how they might feel, and it

depends ofiguring out how such feelings are made, organized, and changgd) RVVEHUJ
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2018,p. 92). Figuring ouhow feelings are made, organized, and changed is in part an
intended goal of this project. Only after that can we begin to think about alternative
possibilities and futures.

Passive nihilism = a landscape comprised dffective autonomy, anxiety,
narcissism, and temporal alienatiatrepresents the backdrop upon which reactionary
publics interpret politic8! Presented with a novel set of circumstances, reactionary publics
see no options and so accordingly fall into feelings of despair. This is reflected in a
combination of overwhelm, uncertainty, stress, and fear. Out gbskction, there arises
a hypemflated ego and intensified seffterest. But with a felt loss of historfglt loss of
traditional values, andelt loss of the future that these things would have otherwise
guaranteed hardiorking Americans, reactionary publics are at an impasse. Tdregipe
a missing ground upon which value judgements and choices can be made, since traditional
values have been losind new ethical standards have been articulated as more life
experiences have been affirmed in American society. Against this backdroanwegin
WR VHH UHDFWLRQDU\ SXEOLFVY WUGrdssbergy OB pVR&R FR QW F

Accordingly, Grossberg argues that reactionary publics can easily slip into
hyperinflation, fundamentalism, fanaticism, and narcissism. Fromthere s a slippage
into a clear dichotomous (and arguably paranoid) cosmology of good and bad, friend and

enemy, superiority and inferiority. Svetlana Bo{2001) in The Future of Nostalgiaalls

213, ZDQW WR GHVFULEH KRZHYHU EULHIO\ IRXU VWUXFW
HPHUJHQW RUJDQL]DWLRQ RI SDVVLYH QLKLOLVP UHFRJC
affective autonomy, expressed as hypféation and fundamentalism, which can almost
VHDPOHVVO\ VOLGH LQWR ZKDW +HQU\ *LURX[ KDV FDOO'
K\SHUDFWLYLVP VRFLHW\ DV SHUVRQDOL]DWLRQ QD!
(Grossberg, 2018, pp. 9381).
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WKLV D 20DQLFKHDQ E D \g.WI) while HehR BiBuD(ZDEY) HE¥driies
WKLV DV FRQWULEXWL Q Jin\Wtker Wobdspearignaty iduliiids EdtbXlidiO W \
SD FXOWXUH ZKLFK SURPRWHV OLHV VSHFWDFOHV VF
GHWHULRUDWLRQ Bi@, FO1X W). Vith thR n$iQuEtidn of the world
in binary oppositional termscoupled with a perceived loss of political possibility
stemming from a shift in traditional ethics and values to foreclosed fuitiresot at all
surprising that whatevefear and anxiety comes from overwhelminghangeturns
relatively quickly into resentment for a class of others that can be easily scapegoated.

At the same time, individualism is taken to an extreme. Not only is the individual
the sole focus of political decisianaking, but also this hypéendividual emphasis lends
those decisions a miciolitical or subpolitical character. Politics is undermined insofar
as the difficulties experienced by individuals are only ever microscopic solitary problems
tthey arenot consdered structural, they dwot appear to stretch to affect larger groups
and they can be solved with, say for example, individual hard work. As Jodi Dean (2005)
explains, individualized problems can fmcroomanaged 3:H PLJKW WKLQN RI WK
that expet discourses of psychology and sociology provide explanations for anger and
resentment, in effect treating them as syndromes to be managed rather than as issues to be
SROLWLFL]HG® 'HDQ S 7 K DpwlitidaNy regrEdemted D W W H U
LQVWHDG WKH\ DUH WUHDWHG DQG PLWLJDMWMbeitg pPDQD
interrogated and located among larger political formations and structures.

Relatedly, Byung Chul Han (2010) argued e Burnout Sociefyhat in a society

whichconv WDQWO\ HPSKDVL]HV SRVLWLYH LQGLYLGXDO SUR!
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his wordsp2 WKH VXEMHFW 3ZRUNV IRU SOHDVXUH DQG GRHV
Instead, it hearkens mainly iself« JUHHGRP IURP WKH 2WKHUGticVZLWFKFE
sef UHODWLRQ ZKLFK RFFDVLRQV PDQ\ RI WKH SV\FKLF
DFKLHYHPHQW VXEMHFW™ S -indiddudlistrDsShaitulBmatehkK LV K\ S
runs in a circular fashion so long as the outlet of politicizing experiemrcéelings of

anger and resentment continues to be undermined. That is, so long as individuals are urged
WR WDNH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU DQG puPDQDJHY WKHLU SU
they can constantly achieve and work and produce if tingylys try hard enough, so long

DV WKH 3DFKLHYHPHQW V XdompdI§iWw frééddndtatl isyid thédddeRYHU W
constraint R PD[LPL]JLQJ DFKLHYHPHQW ™ +DQ S W K
freedom which culminates in the addressing obfams and difficulties that exist on a

broader level will be precluded. We are merely free to enslave ourselves, and we must try
harder to make ourselves feel good about it.

W LV LQ WKLV YHLQ WKDW +HQU\ *LURX| " ORFD\)
LQVRIDU DV WKH 3YHU\ FRQGLWLRQV QHFHVVDU\ IRU HQD
DUH XQGHU VLHJH" S 2QH RI WKRVH FRQGLWLRQV
problems, to articulate the personal as political. Another is being givdartheage to
conceptualize power and freedom as something beyond-mgieidual consumption.

But, given already existing consumptive notions of freedom heretofore encouraged in our
system of neoliberal capitalism, this affective landscape leaves pubbctricky place.

What we have seen thus far is tlatguagecan so readily be used to depoliticize problems,

22 See Han, 2010, pp-8L.
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experiences, feelings, and behavisrsAt the same time, however, nostalgia has
rhetorically been used to coalesce reactionary publics tog&hessberg, Giroux, Dean,

and Han paint a picture of nihilistic powerlessness, but reactionary publics have indeed
politicaly UHVSRQGHG WR WKHLU FRQGLWLRQV *LYLQJ QDU
nostalgic rhetoric cobbles together the contempoeaperience of anger and resentment

by publics who desire restoration of the previous status quo.

Technological Exacerbation

The post2000s moment can be characterized in many ways as an affective
landscape exemplified by fundamentalist individualism, narcissism, anxiety, and
hyperinflation, all of which, as Han (2010 & 201&aigues contributes to a burnt out,
depressive swarrof atomized individuals. How can publics get out of this stagnation,
organizing together to exercise political power and assert some control over the
circumstances that would otherwise leave individuals depressed and exhausted? Have
publicslost the conditons for making potent political decisions? | would argue that for
some publicgt feels likethey have indeed lost thisccordingly, | contend that reactionary
publics experience resentment, nostalgia, and a desire for control and power over things
thatimmediately impact their lives. With resentment, groups lookséapegoat$or our

problems; with nostalgia, groups look farrativesthat explain loss and provide templates

22 $V +HQU\ *LURX] SXWV LW B3)UHHGRP LQ WKH C
transformed into an obsession with gaterest, part of a war culture that ruthlessly pits
individuals against each other while condoning aucaltof indifference, violence, and
FUXHOW\ WKDW UHMHFWY DQ\ VHQVH RI SROLWLFDO DQ
IXUWKHU GRZQ 3(YHU\RQH LV VXEMHFW QRZ WR D SDUDC
apparatus that revises downward the AmeQcacGUHDP RI VRFLDO PRELOLW\"
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for political action to get that thing back. | claim not only that resentar@hnostalgia go
together, but also that technology exacerbates them both, largely by virtue of its capabilities
for quickly and broadly disseminating narratives as well as its tendency to emphasize the
singularity of experience.
It was Herbert Marcuse1964) who declared the irony of technological
capability/domination in the introduction @ne Dimensional Man
The capabilities (intellectual and material) of contemporary society are
immeasurably greater than ever befamehich means that the scope ¥fRFLHW\{V
domination over the individual is immeasurably greater than ever before. Our
society distinguishes itself by conquering the centrifugal social forces with
Technology rather than Terror, on the dual basis of an overwhelming efficiency and
an incrasing standard of living. [pxlii].
Poignant as this was in the U.S. in the 1h860s, to be a critical theorist in the
FRQWHPSRUDU\ PRPHQW QHFHVVLWDWHYVY WDNLQJ ODUF
evaluating its helpfulness for theorizing the preserdoldoing, we might rid ourselves of
the language of domination, and focus instead on the ways in which resistances are either
squashed or recycled into existing political structures, social hierarchies, or surveillance
formations. We might pay attention tiee ways in which individuals are encouraged to
work on themselves but not to take that work into a broader social, political, or economic
context. We might rethink the ways in which efficiency replaces any standard of living, for
the freedom to make oradfas a constant entrepreneurial project is better than maintaining
any work/life balance, any ability to pay rent, debt, or medical bills. We might interrogate
WKH ZD\V LQ ZKLFK WKH WDFWLF RI pGLYLGH DQG FRQTX

and ager in struggling sections of the American population directed at historically

oppressed groups to maintain the power and influence of the most racist and hateful.
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The irony with which Marcuse writes remains a useful frame of mind for
approaching the pesgilities afforded by contemporary technological advances,
particularly, social media and mass information as it is spread across the internet. The
internet indeed has enabled social and political organizing both in the United States and
across the globetfor example, the Arab Spring, the Occupy Movement, the #MeToo
Movement, the #BlackLivesMatter Movement. At the same time, these very same
technologies can be used to infiltrate our everyday lives, undermine our potential for
political engagement, and tupossible political spaces for action into spaces of mere
consumerism.

Technology can be used to nefarious ends. It can be used to surveil and locate those
who take political action against existing power structures; it also serves to exhaust users
to the point of distraction and compliance. This latter point is in part the subject of Jonathan
& U D U\ YV24/7 in which he describes sleep as one of the last frontiers to capitalism,
slowly being overtaken by a 24/7 mindset encouraged through techrablogians. In this
G\WWRSLD 3WKH SODQHW E H-Bt®PWbKK SileHdr R dlvaysiGpe®®V D Q
shopping mall of infinite choices, tasks, selections, and digressions. Sleeplessness is the
state in which producing, consuming, and discarding occur uiithause, hastening the
HIKDXVWLRQ RI OLIH DQG WKH ,GHE @ HAV Congtam IndomdrvaR X U F H
and sleeplessness are the effect of such a world. Sleep is impossible; and the quiet and
solitude neededfor regrouping, for reflecting, fothinking is closed off Our large

metropolises never sleep, for there is constant light, and never datkméssseems like

4% UHYHDOLQJ SRLQW LQ &UDU\YV ZRUN UHJDUGYV DQ HILC
RUELW WR pHOLPLQDWH WKH GDUNQHVV RI QLIJKWWLPHY
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a good thingtHYHU PRUH WLPH WR HIILFLHQWO\ FRPSOHWH V
however, it takes a significant physicpsychologicaland political toll. Borrowing from
+DQQDK $UHQGWTV TWeKHHIR AN\ CEnUitifoverly R2Q13) @rgues

WKDW 3*IRU DQ LQGLYLGXDO WR KDYH SROLWLFDO HIIHF'
moving back and forth betweenethright, even harsh exposure of public activity and the
SURWHFWHG VKLHOGHG VSKHUH RI GRPHVWLF RU SULYI
SULYDF\« WKHUH FRXOG EH QR SRVVLELOLW\ RIpWKH QXL
21). Negativity +tha space of peace and solitude in which-seffection can happeris

precluded. This makes political action in response to felt consequences difficult to
undertake.

Han (2017) inin the SwarmDUJXHV WKDW 36LPSO\ KDYLQJ PRUL
communicationdoes not shed light on the world. Nor does transparency mean
clairvoyance. On its own, a mass of information generates no truth. It sheds no light in the
GDUN 7KH PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ LV VHW I UHH WKH PRUH F
(pp. 6061). For both Han and Crary, the metaphor of light and darkness serves to highlight
that technological development in a way represents the attempt to bring everything into the
UHDOP Rl REVHUYDWLRQ DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQuyh.+DQYV F
Between light and dark, there is deception. Mass information does not always mean

understanding, as Han notes; it often can mean obfuscation and purposeful deception for

HYHU\WKLQJ VHUYH D ®DWRQRBEW KH DXUISKRIVH S EWKSRLQWYV EL
RI LOOXPLQDWLRQ LQ %HQWKDPYV RULJLQDO PRGHO RI \
space with light to eliminate shadows, and to make a condition of full observability
synonymous with effects of ctol. But for several decades other kinds of satellites have
performed in far more sophisticated ways the operations of actual surveillance and
DFFXPXODWLRQ RI LQIRUPDWLRQ" &UDU\ S
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political ends. This unfolds with nostalgic and conspiratorial political langudtsre sel
interested actors can take advantage of the experiences of publics to consolidate their own
power.

At the same time, the light and dark dichotomy sets up the assumption that existing
in darkness, in privacy, in negativity, in restful sleemdsan existence worth having in a
24/7 affirmative society. Interestingly, while Crary sees sleep as a mearioe of
resistance, conspiracy theoriste the other hand, dematithtpeople P XVW 3:DNH XS °
and smell the global conspiraéyCrary(2013) does notd&V KLV SKHQRPHQRQ 3&RP
these evocations of mass somnambulance is the suggestion of impaiiednished
perceptual capabilities combined with routinized, habitual, or trabdeNH EHKDYLRU ™ S
What the conspiracy theorists have picked up on is the idea that constant busyness does
actually serve to inhibit critical thinking. While there is coast wakefulness, there is
OLPLWHG pSD\LQJ DWWHQWLRQ WJnstartHight,aReE BIIDISFRQ V S |
EOLQGLQJ %XW WKH VROXWLRQ LV QRW WR UHVW 7KH V
\RXU RZQ UHVHDUFKY D Qi6Gto¥ lightJREflediad ahd/ crititatti @t
are still perceived as at risk, but the answer for conspiracy theorists is simply to do more
of it, better

Yet, constant illumination continues to undermine the negatiditysimpler terms,
empty safe spce tnecessary for rest, reflection, and critical thought. There has been a
shift in the experience of time and temporalities associated with contemporary

technologies. Digital social media not so much adapts to fit the present time, but instead

25 Indeed, KHUH LV DQ HQWLUH p5DWLRDO:DNHY 8SDJH
https://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Wake_up.
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producesnew temporalities through which the present is experienced. People can be
constantly up to date with the present moment. Simultaneously, in undertaking and wildly
succeeding at keeping one-tgpdate, digital social media has amplified the temporality of
the present with new rhythms and new forms of mediation. The speed at which media
unfolds, the instantaneous nature of affect and its circulation, and the immediacy of
mediation are all noted shifts in the temporality of the present (Coleman, 2017).

DeveloSLQJ 5D\PRQG :LOOLDPYV E FRQFHSW RI pVWL
new directions, sociologist/cultural theorist Rebecca Coleman (2017) argues that integral
for interpreting the temporalities of the present produced by digital social media is an
emphasisonpreHPHUJHQFH ZKLFK 3SUHIHUV WR WKDW ZKLFK LV
KHQFH LV IHOW EXW LV pQR W2\HeVNemph@sG onpleétgenc®© D W H G
is helpful and clarifying as it displays the manifold possible ways ti@tcan experience
the present. Because temporality is produced in multifaceted ways via digital media, a
politics of possibility is enabled by virtue of bringing futures into the present, enabling both
experience and assemblage of future possibilitiesdrptesent moment (Coleman, 2017,
p. 605). In a way, then, the new temporalities produced by and through digital social media
FDQ EH OLEHUDWLQJ EXW DW WKH VDPH WLPH WDNLQJ
to what extent is this production thfe experience of time problematic?

&ROHPDQYV HPSHPNUYHREH UD : L CaBhlighifsEREFR X QW
difficulty for interpreting and analyzing the specifics of individual affective experience in
relation to the social. While structures of fegliaim to lend some coherence to present

experience, that which is ppeePHUJHQW JRHV D ELW GHHSHU ORRNL

26 Here Coleman is citing Williamd977), p.132.
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SUHVVLQJ EXW QRW \HW IXOO\ DUWliatli@eDwwtsGhow carO OLD P V
someone describe what they feel gperience without having the language or concepts
for describing it? If feelings are intangible and difficult to explain, then one might very
well feel isolated, since what they experience is something private or individual and cannot
be described on a kader social or political scale (Coleman, 2017, p. 609). Brought back
to the concern of digital social media, the difficult analysis implied byeprergence is
PDGH 3®HYHQ PRUH VDOLHQW ~ EHFDXVH VRFLDO PHGLD I.
flux (Coleman, 2017, p. 6093. This constant flux, coupled with the inarticulability of
affective experience, makes it difficult to lend the present the kind of structure that might
permit communication and prevent feelings of isolation or alienation at tle¢ dév
everyday experience.

Relatedly, yet focusing on political implications, Jodi Dean (2005) recognizes this
IOX[ DV D PHUH pFLUFXODWLRQ RI FRQWHQWY DQG &ROHF
VHHPV WR FRQYH\ VRPHW K LtQudadngPrioffjing, akd Gonn&ktgeR Q VW D
users and platforms, Twitter can be understood as creating a present that is at once live and
immediate and cJRLQJ DQG XQILQLVKHG" &ROHPDOQ S
circulation of content is a hallmark 0WKH - IBSFROMWLFDO ZRUOGY LQ ZKLF
HQDEOHV XV WR FRQVWDQWO\ FRQWULEXWH RQOLQH DV
$V VKH DUJXHV 37KH WHFKQR O Rdndérisa@iomnFhévcoivip{exri€&sH U D W H \

of politics +or organizatio, struggle, duration, decisiveness, division, representation, etc.

27 Cited in Coleman (2017), p. 607.

28 &ROHPDQ HODERUDWHYV 3« P\ VXJIJHVWLRQ LV WKL
might not be grasped, has bewmore significant in terms of how digital media function,
FRQQHFW WRJHWKHU DQG DWWUDFW YLHZHUV DQG XVHU
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+tDUH FRQGHQVHG LQWR RQH WKLQJ RQH SUREOHP WR EI

'HDQ S ,Q 'HDQYV XQGHUVWDQGLQJ SROLWLFV
evenreplaced, as citizens are alleviated from our political responsibility. In other words,
technological structures and formations absorb vdwatid have beeractive political
engagement, conflict, or struggle into something like the constant circulation of online
digital conteng?®

Moreover, lacking some of the language to describe or perhaps even identify our

own immediate affective experiencadbecause of the difficulties of pemergencetit
becomes difficult to relate those experiences outside oursalvasldrger social and
political group. Dean (2005) notes th&O DWWHUV D U H @ W H) HESRI®I VW Q/\WHD®)
something beyond themselves. They are simply treated in all their particularity, as specific
issues to be addressed therapeutically, juriljicsthectacularly or disciplinarily rather than
EHLQJ WUHDWHG DV HOHPHQWY RI ODUJHU VLJQLI\LQJ FK
cannot articulate our everyday affective experiences which emerge nearly constantly
through digital media, if weannot represent them as matters which extend beyond us, if
we cannot connect our experiences to others, then our potential for collective political
action diminishes. Against this backdrop, reactionary publics have been primed for
rhetorically distributeffect, for narratives which describe their frustrations, and for plans
of action. Nostalgia has been grabbberauseat characterizes a felt experience, it gives
reasoning for loss (when linked with conspiratorial thinking), and it articulates a plan of

action for getting things back.

2938 YLFLRXV FLUFOH VHHPV LQGHHG WKH SWkoarliig) LPDJH
and selperpetuating in its own preestablished directtodriven by the growing needs
ZKLFK LW JHQHUDWHY DQG DW WKH VDPH WLPH FRQWDL
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At this moment, perceptions of powerlessness, anxiety, and insecurity indeed blend
together with the facts of the matter. We continue to live in a pandemic which has taken
millions of American lives; that pandemic also fedcus indoors to social distance for a
year and a half, a political point of contention. Outside of the pandemic, wages have
stagnated over the past fifty years, while almost half of new income goes to the top one
percent of earners. Housing has becomesesingly inaccessible as the cost of renting and
buying homes has increased manifold, but wages have not. Healthcare has continued to be
inaccessible for many, even amid a pandemic. Economic inequality is greater now than
ever before. Opioid overdoses tione at alarming rates, reaching over 90,000 in 2020.

Not only is substance abuse disorder a serious problem, but nearly 45,000 people
committed suicide in 2020, with the majority of those being middied white men.

Explicit reasons for turning to sulbsices or to suicide are unclear, but this general
backdrop paints a broad pictureaatualserious difficulties coupled wittelt hopelessness

and powerlessness (Gawande, 2020). This does not even capture the fact of continued state
sanctioned violence amst people of color. Nor does it highlight the fact of a post Roe v.

:DGH ZRUOG ZKHUH ZRPHQTYV KHDOWKFDUH LV LQ HVVHQF
where marriage equality is potentially next on the docket.

How ought one respond to such conditidriReactionary publics have articulated a
SHUFHSWLRQ RI EHLQJ pOHIW EHKLQGYTY RI WKHLU YRLF
government. In turn, they have been effective at blaming scapegoats for their problems.
Decreased wages and lost jobs are a coatioin of global outsource of labor by wealthy
HOLWHYV DV ZHOO DV LPPLJUDQWY WDNLQJ RQHYV MREV

difficulties follow: the inability to own a home, to support a family, to have healthcare, or
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to have any kind of upwe mobility. InNervous StatedVilliam Davies (2018) describes
KRZ SHFRQRPLF LQHTXDOLW\ DQG SROLWLFDO PDUJLQDO
and its symptoms, creating an almost permanent condition of anxiety. In each case, it is the
sustained pd HU LQHTXDOLW\ WKDW LV FULWLFDO DQG WKH IH
Continued disempowerment and a continued sense of losing control leads to sustained
vulnerability: this means that at any tinagyonecan be a victim, whether it be jobsk
humiliation by R Q Id€eXé because tfeiridentity, the death of a loved one, or even utter
despairt® Any degree of control appears to serve the role of overcoming that vulnerability.
Over the course of the next chapters, | will show how reactigmainlics displace their
vulnerability and felt powerlessness through scapegoating, cruelty, and violence. This
allows feelings of control as existential backlash and resentment are channeled to get back
the power and control that was lost. Indeed, usingfraapework of political nostalgia
permits understanding @fhy reactionary publics react in the way that they do

Importantly, does crueltgand scapegoating serve to address the issue of control,
especially in situations where control likely is not poestbDoes cruel scapegoating
restore a feeling of power? How is scapegoating narrativized in media and through
technological means so thatany may feel restorgabwer andcontrol? Elisabeth Anker

(2014) provides a clear example of such a reassertion of pov@mias of Feelingt

S0AreYHDOLQJ SDVVDJH IURP 'DYLHV UHIOHFWV RQ U
$PHULFD 37RJHWKHU WKH\ WHOO XV VRPHWKLQJ LPSRUW
something worse than pain, and that is a total loss of control. Taking controRax&€)p T V

own feelings, even if that means deliberately inflicting pain or anaesthetizing them at huge

risk, offers relief, in a world that bombards us with stimulations and demands. This
desperation for control is also a political syndrome, in which disectitaed groups might

go as far as sabotaging their own prosperity, if only that grants a little more agency over

their own future. Better to be the perpetrator of harm than always the victim, even if it is
KDUP WR RQHVHOI Ca&e & DeatdiPDRI0)D O V R
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melodrama, particularly as it was and has been cast in response to the 9/11 terré# attacks.
According to Anker, melodrama promises freedom and emainaip for those who
unjustly suffer. In the context of felt powerlessness and vulnerability, melodramatic
political discourse enables redemptive control, power, and freedom which serves to liberate
from wvulnerability. Melodrama is a style of discourse athigives a cause for
powerlessnesglike an enemy or a scapegoaD QG D SDWK IRU UHJDLQLQJ pyYy
over that enemy, as a means of emancipating both yoarselbthers like yoge.g.,real
Americans).

$V $QNHU SXWYV LW jedRcamayvertom®tReit Guinépakility
by dramatic counteacts of force, acts that melodrama equates with the achievement of
IUHHGRP ™ 2S$QNHU GLVSOD\V WKH pRUJ\ RI IHHOLQJY D\

displacement that permits individuals to coeéeshronic experiences of powerlessness and

S15HIHUHQFLQJ *HRUJH : % XVKfV VSHHFK RQ WKH :DU LQ
$QNHU QRWHYVY WKDW WKH 3VSHHFK FXOWLYDWHV W
experiencing by explicating them, naming sorrow, loss, and resolve in ahatatutns

them into norms for proper feeling and then yokes them together into narrative trajectory.
6RUURZ DQG ORVV SDYH WKH zZzD\ IRU pJUHDW UHVROYH 1
is positioned as a foregone conclusion that grows organimadlpf sorrow. The move to

destroy terrorism then becomes a moral requirement and a narrative expectation for
DGGUHVVLQJ WKH QDWLRQYV VXIIHULQJ UDWKHU WKDQ
effect, then, to adhere to the trajectory paintedbK H OHDGHUfV VSHHFK SRVW
(9/11) is to collectively reassert control after a moment in which vulnerability was exposed

and suffering was experienced. Part of that trajectory is to identify the evil enemy and
subsequently to eradicate them.

2 'W LV LPSRUWDQW WR HODERUDWH ZKDWrelghdedil HGRP |
XQFRQVWUDLQHG DJHQF\ DQG XQERXQG VXEMHFWLYLW
IUHHGRP RQH PXVW KDYH FRPSOHWH FRQWURO RYHU D
controlwhich is of coursémpossibleto have. Or, as Anker (2014) puts it: the American
VRYHUHLJQ VXEMHFW LV 3RQH ZKR REH\V QR DXWKRULW
IXWXUH DQG FRQWURO WKH YDJDULHV RI FRQWdI€§ JHQF\ W
that one can hold this kind of control and such strength of will, however, is practically a

kind of narcissism, because of the impossibility of its existence.
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vulnerability onto a single event caused by an enemy. This means first creating oneself as
a victim and then turning that victimhood into something to be overcome for the sake of
freedom (Anker, 2014, pp. 1B). However, to continue to drag the experience of
YLFWLPLIDWLRQ RXW PXFK OLNH WKH 3:DU RQ 7THUURU"’
little success leadsessentimentTwo decades po&€/11, we continue to (re)locate the
culture of cruelty tdOthersa Q Gthe3roots of resentment and rdgein the terror of the
humiliation of being a victim. One avoids the humiliation of loss and victimage by
humiliating the other, by diminishing their status and capacity, destroying their sense of
pride, reducingth® WR D ORZHU VWD W H 2B18,5B4).Q il impoddimy EH U J
note that vulnerability and powerlessness are given a narrative form, explaining their cause
and providing a template for (re)action. When promised freedom, power, or control is
impossible, the narrative moves from embracing victimization to experiencing resentment.
When the future that had been promised appears to be gone, then anger and resentment
remain, especially for already reactionary publics. One narrative fails and thakesxit$

place; resentment is given a political direction.

Narrative forms can easily be communicated through media, and they can be
quickly spread via technology. How that communication happens, and at what speed, has
shifted in the two decades since tirn of the century. In the wake of 9/11, melodramatic
political narratives were communicated largely through television news media. As Anker
(2014) points out:

The national experience of the 9/11 terrorist attacks depended in large part on the

newsmedD fV GHSLFWLRQV QDUUDWLRQV DQG LQWHUSU

conventions of melodramatic political discourse. For the vast majority of
Americans, the media coverage of 9/11 weeprimary experience of the terrorist
attacks. What we now reféo by the shorthan@/11was an experience literally
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mediated through the television coverage consumed across the United States and

the globe. [p. 38]
In a sense, television news media was able to mobilize a mediated crowd through its
depictions and naations of the terror event. It was able to capture a depth of feeling and
visceral experience that enabled individuals behind their television sets to connect to the
literal victims, covered in ash and dust, fleeing the World Trade Center in downtown
Manhatan, for example. In the present moment, the possibilities for conveying such feeling
to mobilize crowds and lend narrative to popular sentiment have increased manifold. As
'‘DYLHV DUJXHV 37KH ,QWHUQHW KDV JLYH® QHZ IR
FURZG G\QDPLFV LQFOXGLQJ ZKDW VRPH PLJKW FDOO pS
is as much a visual medium as a textual one is crucial to the power it offers to mobilize and
LQIOXHQFH FURZGV™ S JRU UHDFW laBs@rbing \cddtéE OLFV
that lends narrative to feelings of powerlessness to connect to others in similar
circumstances. It also megm®ducingcontenttsomething which reactionary publics like
the Proud Boys and QAnon have been adept at for the purposaiyisg and justifying

their behavior. Importantly, consumption, production, and spread of content via the Internet

has also served as an effective recruitment tool for reactionary publics.

Troubled Expertise/Conspiracy Theorism

‘H KDYH UHDFKHG D PRPHQWIraublpd/éxp&tisEidplies thid SHU W L
distinct yet related effects: first, the process of developing rigorous knowledge has been
thrown into question, and second, the authority of experts is no longer trustéc: Qre
KDQG WKH pPpREMHFWLYHY TXDOLW\ RI HISHUW NQRZOHG.

become difficult to separate the production of knowledge from direct benefit from that
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MHNQRZOHGJHY DV VXFK 2Q WKH RWKHU KDderiyingH[SHU W |
generalized trends and statistics to make statements, is perceived to miss everyday
individual experience and immediate feelf3glf expertise is troubled, then what
relationship ought the expert have with the American public?

For reactionary pblics, more specifically those with a tendency to conspiracy
WKHRUL]J]H pWURXEOHG H[SHUWLVHY LV PRUH WKDQ MX®
knowledge producers. It is a distrust in expert knowledge which, in their understanding,
covers over the exd ULHQFH RI UHDO SHRSOH WR SURWHFW HOL
nefarious elites, in the eyes of reactionary publités weaponized objectivity +which,

LQ HVVHQFH LV XWWHUO\ VXEMHFWLYH LQ WKDOs LW PDQ
lends itself toward an assumption that sedulating elite experts are out to silence
dissenting voices. Of course, this fits into the already (historically) ripe stream of American
culture which tends toward paranoia and conspiracy (Hofstadte4).186w, though,

instead of the grand master behind a conspiracy being simply an enemy outside or within,

3837R OLYH LQ PRGHUQ VRFLHW\ LV WR OLYH DPLGVW D F
and risk assessments, all of which give us an idea of how things work in general, but none

Rl ZKLFK JXDUDQWHHYV KRZ WKLQJV ZLOO asX20(8,BXW IRU
72). Another way of putting this is to note that numbers like the GDQ itV PHQWLRQ F
recognize inequality, poverty, and economic struggle as it is lived day to day. Therefore,

to say that the economy itself is booming is to cover over those individual experiences of
hardship, for aggregate numbers may look good on the sutfatthereal storyhappens

at a much more microscopic level.

34 Davies (2018) uses this sharp and concise language in describing the veneer which
mathematics has used to insulate itself as a kind of expertise that should always be trusted.

He describesWKDW 37KLV EHVWRZV D NLQG RI DXWKRULW\ RQ
earned, as if merely to invoke numbers is to achieve an unchallengeable perspective, to
which less expert perspectives must yield if they are not to stand in the \weygoéss
2EMHFWLYLW\ LWVHOI LV WKHUHE\ ZHDSRQL]JHG XVHG D
(Davies 2018, p. 7k
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above or below (Walker, 2013),the enemy is insteagxpertise itself :KHQ pPWUXWKY |
undermined by doubt of the legitimacy and neutrality of espértshould come as no
surprise that the assumption that knowledge is designed specifically for the furthering of
progress and the maintenance of public peace is supplanted instead by a recognition of the
myriad ways that knowledge can be and has beeh as@ weapon against the rivals of
WKRVH ZKR pPRQRSROL]JHY LW +HQFH HOLWH H[SHUWYV I
SHRSOH DUH EHJLQQLQJ WR pZDNH XS T ILIJXUH LW RXW

In the contemporary moment, conspiracy theorism has been peértoittesurface
in quite a public manner, with a significant number of political figures actively peddling
chaos, paranoia, and conspiracy. The peddling of conspiracy theories plays well into
reactionary publics looking to respond to what feels like atahand fearful moment full
of despair and powerlessness, as well as a moment where elite experts are not to be trusted.
Just as reactionary publics are ripe for nostalgia, they are ripe for conspiracy theorism.
Technological exacerbation of contemporargolgpems prime conspiratorial public
reaction, as they provide meaning, answers, enemies, scapegoats, and a new purpose:
acquire the tidbits of knowledge to uncover the conspiracy at work. In so doing, one can
uncover not only who is behind the whole maptan, but also learn how to fight back and
ensure some fabled justice wins out, such that those who have been kept powerless by the
masters can (re)assert themselves again.

In a sense, the conspiracist becomes ltheoleur, putting together the story

SLHFHPHDO E\ WDNLQJ ZKDW LV DW KDQG DQG EXLOGLQJ

35 Walker (2013) describes five forms of conspiracy: the Enemy Above, Enemy Below,
Enemy Within, Enemy Outside, and the Benevolent Conspiracy.
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up. In building the narrative, or in crowdsourcing the narrative as has become the norm for

conspiracy theories built on internet forumseliQAnon, you have a stake in what you

build. Because you patrticipated in building it, you are imbued with certainty about the

narrative you contributed to. This permits strong commitment to the theory to the point of

truth; and the more you commit, the mdrequently you recount the narrative, the truer it

becomes. Here, | locate the narcissistic dimension to conspiracy theorism: those who

construct and peddle conspiracy theories are privy to a knowledge that satihleesher

WKH\ DUH pV KH H&g@eHsTtarReUof BAR oh(y Hdes this make the conspiracy

WKHRULVW pVSHFLDOY EXW WKDW KDYLQJ pVSHFLDOY NC
Conspiracy theories provide narrative and structure to what would otherwise be

overwhelming crises lacking @ear solution or a clear enemy to hold responsible. Two

examples come to mind during the turbulent year of 2020 in the United States: (1) the

HM3ODQGHPLFY FRQVSLWKH W&MRADNWMHDIEMWVH GFHFR QVSLUDF\

nu30DQGHP L pHstEDiv ety MAW2020, and it purports to explainréda truth

behind COVID M, QYHVWLJIJDWH 'HHSIDNH )OR\GY FODLPV WKD

the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis in late May 2020 was predicated on a lie. Their

claim isthat George Floyd was never murdered by Derek Chauvin. What makes these

theories especially poignant is that they react to overlapping crises, they are in part

outgrowths of the QAnon movement, and they are disseminated by individuals in positions

of political power tmost notably President Trumpwhom the theory directly benefits. As

Joseph Uscinski and Adam Enders (2020) put it irA@antic article: 3& 2 9 ,-19 has

created a perfect storm for conspiracy theorists. Here we have a global pandemic, a

crashing economy, social isolation, and restrictive government policies: All of these can
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cause feelings of extreme anxiety, powerlessness, and stress, which in turn encourage
conspiracy beliefs Accordingly, conspiracy thinkingD YHUVLRQ RI pEtWDY DJIDLC
DFWRUVY DV 8VFLQVNL thas beexXabtivated\to ExplairHtZekpBinddinic,
the mixed messages from political leaders and experts, and the simultaneous social,
political, and economic unrest which has since unfolded.

On May 4, 2020a clip from a documentargsquel L O P H QRMhdéh@cH & D3V
posted onliné® This clip subsequently went viral via social media posts largely on
Facebook, YouTube, and Vimeo. From there, adNeéae York TimedJ H S RJustover &
week afterPlandemicfwas released, it had been viewed more than eight million times on
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and had generated countless other posts
(Frenkel, Decker, & Alba, 2020). The video, which has heretofore been recounted many
times by both debunkerand supporters, features Dr. Judy Mikovita long standing
figure in the antvaccination movementcountering Dr. Anthony Faucithead of the
National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseaseand his handling of the COVHR9
pandemic. In theideo, Mikovitz unveils a conspiracy behind the pandemic, claiming that
LW ZDV GHYHORSHG XVLQJ DQLPDOV LQ D :XKDQ ODE DQC
PDNHV TXLWH GDQJHURXV VWDWHPHQWY LQGLFDWLQJ WHEK
thatwe have all already been infected since coronaviruses are in the widely administered
IOX YDFFLQH +RZHYHU ZKMOQFDVURBD® ILR YK HOLMRMNLQOWW LT XL

ZLWK D uQR 71 21 FRXUVH WKRXJK RQH KHUHWWhUHPLQGI

BB8QIRUWXQDWHO\ DV RI WKH WLPH RI WKLV ZULWLQJ LW
since it has been largely removed from sites. | am recounting this from my own memory

of watching the video when it first went viral in rAidiay, and compiling amunts from

the following online journalistic sourcdsytvynenko(2020, Skwarecki(2020),Gallagher

(2020) Newton(2020) Merlan(2020), and-renkel, Decker, & Alb#2020).
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EHIJLQV ZLWK D uQR EXW« " %H\RQG WKH FRQWH®W®W RI WK
shared and promoted the video; put differentligp is activating this conspiracy thinking,
and to what ends?

Per theNew York Times 33 0D Q G HwR itsFspréaHi via the righting
conspiracy group QAno#, and subsequently was shared by a doctor with misgivings
about vaccines, in Facebook groups centered around Reopening America despite the
pandemic, and by an ar@ibamacare politician who had redgnibdst a Republican primary
in Ohio (Frenkel, Decker, & Alba2020). $FFRUGLQJO\ WKH p3ODQGHPLFY |
has connections to QAnon, the ongoing-aaticine movement, the aitickdown protests
of summer 2020, and some fringe Republican pdditisi

Another connection comes in the form of Zach Vorhies, aS8fRFODLPHG uSXE
UHODWLRQVY SHUVRQ IRU OLN R/i¥éd MeyvsafAi€ld) Wdsth\GodglE FR U G L
MZKLVWOHEORZHUY UHDG -prétidimétiwhisteBlanver)HiHo Byl VH O |
SXEOLVKHG D YLGHR RQ <RX7XEH LQ ZKLFK KH ODLG RXW
widely disseminatedMerlan, 2020. In that video, not only does Vorhies proclaim that

OLNRYLW] LV SDUW DQG S DU Fth@fékkeRcatokBHomIbke kh yNith$ Z D N H Q

ST 4$QRQ DV GHVFULEHG E\ -XVWLQ &DIILHU 37KH zZK
ZKHQ DQ DQRQ\PRXV XVHU JRLQJ E\ WKH KDQGOH 34" VWI
WLWOHG 37KH &DOP %HIRUH WKH 6WRUP =~ ,Q -Bvél HULHV |
government employee with Department of Energy Q clearance and access to Top Secret

level information about Donald Trump, the Democrats, and the hiddepidiige
PDFKLQDWLRQV RI WKH 86 JRYHUQPHQW« 7KH UHVXOWLQ
Trumpis not under investigation by Robert Mueller. Instead, Trump is merely playing the

part of hapless conspiratorial criminal while covertly helping the special counsel pursue

their true quarry: Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John Podesta, and all theibérat
ERRJH\PHQ °
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people realize what grand plans are unfolding before their ¢igas he also claims that

WKH VSUHDG RI WKLY YLWDO pNQRZOHGJHY L¥ LPSRUWDQC
In other YouTube videos, Vorhies comes across as fearfulasf &md hidden

agendas, particularlgolitical agendas. In fact, he vehemently disagrees with his former

HPSOR\HUfV GHVLUH WR pVDWLVI\Y SROLWLFDO DJHQGI

VHDUFKHV IRU H[DPSOH ,Q GHVFULE LoQGodgkeRdarhesy SURE

Vorhies derides their use of Wikipedia to determine the authoritativeness and reliability of

sources which appear in their search engine. In his words, fddoonBube LQWHUYLHZ 3,1

D ZHEVLWH KDV D EXQFK RIVR@QZHUFRG\VIS@UDFEK WKH R US

ZHEVLWH JHWV D ORZ >DXW KR U3 X baséemnd @ saehtR3dbhle 9IRUK

has moved from algorithmic to downright manipulative in its weaponization of censorship,

and since Google is a teamonopoly it is bothbig andbad Since weall use it, we arall

victim to it, in his eyes. The reference to Wikipedia is also important, as he notes in this

YouTube interviewhis own doubts about the authenticity of Wikipedia. Vorhies argues

WKDW u6-:VY VRFLDO MXVWLFH ZDUULRUMhinkddsYaHd HG LW L (

commentators do not (Vorhie¥)19. Thus, for Google to be using Wikipedia to determine

what sites are authoritative and not mere conspiracy thinking is clearly politically and

38 9RUKLHV FRQFOXGMVUKIUVHIYOOGMRREQJI WR PDINislissPHULFL
part of it. This is part of the Great Awakening. This is the part where we teach our fellow
person that there is light at the end of the tunnekr§one can get access to health, and
WKDW KHDOWK GRHVQfW QHFHVVDULO\ QHHG WR EH LQ
month. That health can be realized if we just take away the toxins that are being put in our
environment every month. This is bigge WKDQ DOO RI XV EXW WRJHWKHL
this a cultural changing and defining moment in histéry6 H H M21@iv(R020).

39 My transcription, 1 July 2020.
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ideologically loaded. Vorhies has therefore uncovered a formrsiorship of conservative
beliefs and/or conspiratorial thinking.

Consider another example of conspiracy theorism in the present moment: on June
14, 2020, Winnie Heartstrong, a Republican candidate for the House of Representatives in
Missouri, published 23-page long document laying out a theory which describes the video
footage of the murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin as a
MHGHHSIDNHY ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV )OR\G ZDV QRW PXUGHULI
depicts that murel has been technologically manipulated. The document goes as far as to
say that a paid act®rwas hired to play the part of Floyd in the video so that it appeared
more real. The seltated purpose of this document, according to Heartstsauing claims
to hold a PhD in political communicatiohLY WR XUJH $PHULFDQV QRW WR
and to instead ask questions, which presumably, she herself has done in publishing this
UHSRUW 37RGD\ RQ -XQH RQ EHKDOI Rdlapes, 7+( 3(2.
8, SUHVHQW HYLGHQFH WKD W akdXalleH &cWry psvticipated dlh -D F N
videographic false flag event using deepfake technology to stoke racial tensions between
black and white Americans which reinvigorated the flailing radical BBlages Matter
PRYHPHQW" ™ +HDUWVWURQJ -fetchef and dubibWsSnatvéiofidé¢ H 1D U
claims, Heartstrong seized upon an interesting and yet to be fully understood technology:
WKH PGHHSIDNHY ZKLFK VLPSO\ LQGLdoDMWter\softwakel QJ Y LC

BLFNLQJ XS RQ WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI phnGHHSIDNHVY XQGH!

40 This move is one that Alex Jones has used many times, most notably to talk about paid
cULVLVY DFWRUV ZKR FRQWULEXWHG WR WKH puIDNLQJY RI
4 $ERYH OU 6WHSKHQ -HVVH -DFNVRQ LV LPSOLFDWHG L
Floyd in the deepfaked arrest video.
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videos, Heartstrong seizes upon a set of technological anxieties that might already be
present in those who consume her refort.

At the same the, mere existence of her report, on behalf of the regular Americans
+tuZH WKH BafdRtS ©détfof anxieties about the overwhelming eridden time of
2020, from the pandemic to economic struggle to political struggle in the form of mass
protest DJDLQVW EODWDQW DQG ZLGHVSUHDG UDFLDO LQM!
RI JRRGZLOO DURXQG WKH ZRUOG GXJ GHHS LQWR LQWt
SLHFHVY DQG 3SRXULQJ RYHU HYLGHQFH JDWKHWHG IURP
pp. 4 WKHUHE\ phFURZGVRXUFLQJY D QDUUDWLYH ZKLFK
racial tensions and injustices were merely manufactured for political agendas. If this event
were faked, then other events could also be faked, including the par{danhits severity).

This was the belief of antockdown protests in the U.S. in the wake of the pandemic
restrictions, which popped up in early summer of 2020.

In part the driving force behind afdtickdown protests was that, in the minds of
protestors WKH SDQGHPLF DQG VXEVHTXHQW UHVWULFWLRQV
overblown and exaggerated. According to PEW data (2020), the number of Americans who
say that COVID has been overblotWWKDW LV 3LW KDV EHHQ PDYWGH D ELJ
L VHwas 29 percent in late April 2020 and was up to 38 percent in June 2020. At the same
WLPH 3SWKH LQFUHDVH LV SDUWLFXODUO\ VWDUN DPRQJ

said this in late April, compared with nearly tthirds (63 percent) irHDU O\ -XQH"™ 3(:

42 EvenForbes KDV D KHDGOLQH ZKLFK UHDGV 3*'HHSIDNHYV
RQ VRFLHW\ :‘H DUH QRW SUHWKURGH RK kW DJIHVRW D R/@IIN
TXHULHV 3:KDW LPSOLFDWLRQ GRHV GHHSIDNH WHFKQRC
FLYLF DQG SROLWLFDO OLIH"’
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Research Center, 2020). A significant set of events between these two survey dates? The

George Floyd protests. It is no surprise that reactionary publics and conspiracists saw the

treatment of antiockdown protests compared to the suppdithe George Floyd protests

as indicative of a larger grand plan in which the liberal elites force their progressive agenda

down the throats of welheaning everyday Americaf$.In their eyes, arnfiockdown
protestors werehastised for threatening dibhealthwhile racial justice protestors were
supported for standing up for an important carsgrecognized for the braveryin taking

to the streetdespitethe pandemic

&RQVLGHU )R[ 1HZVY Hi€ xar@n&wkusl LbEdOWM LiRR Q

seemingly down and out, as many Democrats in charge of big ciiesluding several
who once insisted on strict quarantine measttie® up to champion the nationwide mass
demonstrations over the-gustody death of George Floyd, sans social distan¢in@ U

consider this opinion piece from thiational Reviewi2020):

Those who protested the lockdown regime were ridiculed. Governor Gretchen
Whitmer in Michigan said thatanO RFNGRZQ SURWHVWY FDPH 3DW
KHDOWK ~ OLFKLJDQ QRIUYURWHNVRRHGUN® FODRIQWLWK IR
on in contempt. As hordes of looters and rioters turned to the streets, however, NPR
LQIRUPHG XV WKDW 3GR]JHQV RI SXEOLF KHDOWK DQG

letter in support of the nationwide ansicism protests. >+ LUVFKDXHU @
How could a set of protestors exercising their right to free speech and liberty by

demanding their states-open be treated so wildly different than another set of protestors
apparently doing the same thing@wwe are asking the sorts of questions thadtawitz,

Vorhies, and Heartstrong would haveassistantlyasking. And if we are asking, that

43 The irony here is not missed: These two sets of protests serve as a stark contrast between
how white Americans wielding automatic weapons are treated by police and how largely
black (but certainly an interracial crowd) Americans who protest the murder of their

brothers and sisters are treated by police.
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means we are getting keyed into the little things that might grant us truth, knowledge, and

power in the face of overwhelming crises.

A Fallen Public?

These twaconspiratorial examples33ODQGHPLF™ DQG 3'HhdEGhDNH )OR
seemingly different, are in fact connected. In their being connected, an important facet of
conspiracy theorism is highlighted: conspiracies seek to connect all the dots, follow all the
crumbs, and create a totalizing narrative which explains everything and anything. That is
simply theirmodus operandit is also their appeal. At the same time, however, conspiracy
thinking comes across asat-so-distantcousin of a critical attitude. Hosan we channel
critical thinking without leading it down the dangerous conspiratorial route? When does
critical thinking become dangerous, and for whom? This set of difficult questions also
parallels the problem of political nostalgia. In a parallel mammeonspiracy theorism,
nostalgia offers narratives which explain otherwise complicated, nuanced, and chaotic
moments. Such narratives provide enemies and scapegoats to hold responsible at the same
time as they provide templates for behavior and (reyactn yet another parallel manner,
nostalgia comes across asaso-distantcousin of historical memory, which is important
for any informed political decision making, just as a critical attitude is. If we are so close
to an educated citizenry capabfentaking effective political decisions, then how have we
instead fallen down the conspiracy rabbit hole? Are we really in an era of the fallen public,
incapable of rational political decisionaking? In and of itself, however, such a question

presents a ratalgic fallacy, thereby trapping our ability to move forward into the future.
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CHAPTER THREE
NATIONALIST NOSTALGIA, AMERICAN STYLE: DISTORTED MEMORIES

AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES

The Dismantling of America

At the Republican National Convention (RNC) in August of 2020, on the heels of
a summer of racial justice protests, in the midst of a global pandemic, and in the face of
dubious claims that COVIQ9 and the subsequent lockdown and mask mandates were
overbbwn, therPresident Trump put the American political situation into stark religfw
no time before, have voters faced a clearer choice between two parties, two visions, two
philosophies, and two agendas: this election will decide whether we save thieakmer
GUHDP RU ZKHWKHU ZH DOORZ D VRFLDOLVW(Tuing,QGD WR
2020, Aug 28). As he speaks, his pointlesar. it is us, or it is them. It is the American
dream, or it is the demolition of American destiny. Importantly, ogdy Americansthat
is, vigorously verified voters, if strict voter ID regulations were upheld as Trump argued
was necessary to prevent election fratoén save their way of life from being dismantled.
Further, Trump argues:

Your vote will decide whettr we protect lavabiding citizens or whether we give

free reign to violent anarchists, agitators, and criminals who threaten our citizens.

And this election will decide whether we will defend the American way of life, or
whether we will allow a radical nmement to completely dismantle and destroy it.

7KDW ZR Q [Wuk® S02¢ Sug8]
The stakes here are indeed high. This is the moment that determines whether America can
bekept greatprotected from her vengeful enemies.

Just four years earlier,UXPS KDG SURPLVHG LQ KLV 51& VSH

Make America Strong Again. We Will Make America Proud Again. We Will Make
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$PHULFD 6DIH $JDLQ $QG :H :LOO ODNH 208,U¥RD. *UHDW .
In the lead up to his infamous nostalgic 860WW UXFWLRQ 7UXPS GHFULHG pW
VWUHHWY DQG WKH FKDRV LQ RXU FRPPXQLWLHVY SURF
UHHVWDEOLVK D pFRXQWU\ RI ODZ DQG RUGHUY +HUH L
HMRXU YHU\ ZD\DRW HOQ HKE WK BRW K DQG TUXPSTV QD
America under threat, in crisis, in the throes of violence. This is ironic in part because
Trump held the Presidential office between 2016 and 2020, yet the situation for America,
according tohis rhetoric, became increasingly dire. From 2016 to 2020, his rhetorical
WDJOLQH VKLIWHG IURP pODNH $PHULFD *UHDW $JDLQYT W
part implies that while Americans made a choice in 2016, by electing Trump, to make
America geat again, in 2020, they had to make that choice ag&eg@America great.

%XW RYHU WKH FR X &aHteRurey hisXpRa8siity rddiokelgreatness had been
XQGHUPLQHG E\ pPWWKRVH RXW WR JHW KLPY pZRNH OLEHU
RWKHU pFRQVSLUDWRUVY $FFRUGLQJO\ WKH GHPDQG W]
as a crackdown against opponents, not just of Trump, but of America.

In this chapter, | trace the rhetorical story articulated from the 2016 Presidential
Election hrough the 2020 Presidential Election and the January 2021 U.S. Capitol
Insurrection. Whereas in the chapters that folleam The Proud BoydPatriot Prayer and
QAnon £my analysis is focused on the level of the language used lyeground
political actors, in this chapter, | focus on thevel of the rhetoriaitilized by political
leaders and ideologuascluding Donald Trump, J.D. Vance, Stephen Miller, among
others By collecting and interpreting the political language (largely in speeches,

journalistic articlespress releases, twegtnd popular bookf figures who featuren
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the national level,(1) | trace the development of the conservative narrative about a
declining America(2) | show the connection between nostalgic rhetoric and consjpaato
thinking; and(3) | arguethat bothnostalgia and conspiracy theorism indbaate beemnised
towards the ends of dangerous forms of exclusionatipnalismNostalgicfeelings have
been exploited to both excuse and justifhe resurgence of violenthateful, and
conspiratorial white nationalism

To show this development towards exclusionary white nationalism, | rely upon two
conceptsnationalist nostalgisandconspiracytheorism.The two are parallel phenomena,
thereby permitting easglippage from one to the next. How do political leaders and
ideologues crystallize nationalist nostalgia, turn memory into mythology, and reinforce
conspiracy theoriesRationalistnostalgiais a prosthetically constructed memory which
inspires longing for lost mythological pastr UXPSTV UKHWRULF LW¥hiE\ GHVLJ
2016 inauguration address comes across much like a literal elegy for the American Dream
+as well agonstitutive of a specific narrative about what America is and ought to be. The
America which was made great again in 2016 necessarily made a claim about who the real
Americans were and against which enemies they needed to be protected.

Conspiracy theorismon the other hand, i@ systematized set of beliefs which
inspires realpolitical action in the face of evilOnce Trump had purportedhgstored
power to the real American peoplgough his election in 2016isrhetoricin 2020served
to drum up a more clearly articulated conspiracy organized against the American people.
mMGHHG p.HHS $PHULFD *UHDWY OLQNHG GLUHFWO\ WR V
QDUUDWLYHV LW KDG VSXQ W khbRativds RiIXaN TruthX B hig SUH VI

associates peddled both directly and indirectly. One such narrative, which had begun eve
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before the 2020 election was surrounded by claims of fraudulence, declared that the
election was being stolen from Trump, from the American people. This nargafg@W R S

WKH 6WHDOY ZKLFK RIILFLDOO\ ZDV N4iR Nat@h#ldéd sEE\ 5RIHL
mob of Proud Boys, Oathkeepers, QAnon adherents, among many others to attempt

insurrection at the U.S. Capitol Building on January 6, 2021

Nostalgia and Authenticity

This project displays how some of the most conservative and reactionary
movemens, including several violent rightting groups, are nostalgic and rely on nostalgia
to recruit others to their cause without explicitly stating their extremist and hateful goals.
How does their nostalgia manifest politically? Why is the rhetorical expressnostalgia
so grabbing? Do deployers of nostalgic rhetadtuallyfeel nostalgia? To what extent is
the use of nostalgic rhetoric a political maneuver, or is it a true expression of experience?
How do listeners empathize with nostalgia? Where doeis hostalgia come from? To
make sense afherenostalgia comes from, | offer an account of memory and narrative as
forming the basis for individuals to affectively connect to something beyond themselves.
$OOLVRQ /DQGVEHUJ G H YRR 1 EDHW  [u SQURRYWHADK HRAULHE APIH |
memory in the present moment given the sheer volume of cultural production and
consumption enabled by technology (12)1 Prosthetic memory is central to understanding
how individuals connect themselvaffectivelyto mamory, history, or narrative beyond
their immediate experience. That is, experiences which are now a part of the historical
record of memory are not experiences which individdaksctly had themselves. Instead,

WKH\ DUH D NLQG RI pF Xed @ toDi@uricet&dRdoUghhe Srackdss of
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production and consumption of cultural material, including language, stories, and imagery.
Yet, the cultural memory of experiences enables powerful affective connection to
something individually, socially, anddtorically beyond oneself.

Narratives which we relate to beyond ourselves permitigetitification, shape
individual subjectivity, and lay out templates for political action. However, the suturing of
oneself onto something external entails an affegtipelverful connection to some cultural
artifact, concept, or narrative which could serve to distort and obscure our attempted
interpretations of both self and worlthis isthe potential political problem afostalgia
memory and narrative can bhapedn such a way as to evoke certain feelings in others.
This does not imply that nostalgia is not felt, or that the loss around which nostalgia is
experienced is not real. Some feel real loss, some experience real longing for a real past.
Even still, others &n intentionally exploit nostalgic feelings that are already there. When
it comes tgpolitical nostalgiathis powerful affective tootanindeedbe used as a means
of inspiring potentially violent political actiongonsolidating powerand solidifying
oppressive hierarchy

'UDZLQJ RQ 6YHWODQD %R\PTV DUWLFIX®ODWLRQ
Future of Nostalgial argue that the thing which is lost, mourned for, and desifedoisrt
a simpler past with more clear resolutions tdialift problems. Nostalgia should be
thought of as anisrememberingnsofar as memory is unreliable, misremembering means
in the most basic sense that whatever is recalled is not reealietly as ihappenedin a
very general sense, the misremembetheg underpins nostalgia is the presumption of
clarity and simplicity in what has passellemorative triggers are misread, but

misremembering happens in distinct ways, around distinct objects, and to different extents.
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For some, the misremembering is mtienal it serves to cull up a specific past that one
wants to return to. For others, the misremembering is grounded in reality but shaped by
limited ideological perspectivethere really were jobs and safe suburban neighborhoods
in the past, and everge had the opportunity to live that dreanthat is remembered is
nottheracist segregation policies that kept white suburban neighborhoods flourishing, but
instead the fact that those neighborhoods and their happy and stable families elyisted.
analysishere will oscillate between these two versions of misremembering, as | try to
account for the following. First, the suffering, despair, and longing of some nostalgics is
indeedreal and is inspired byctual conditions, but it is fed by a memory which has
ideological blinders. In other words, the misremembering comes from a constitutive
problem with memoryit is a limited, often unreliable perspective that misses the whole
picture. Second, since the experience of nostalgiaaisfor many, their decisioto act
accordingly comes from their own analysis of the situation. Perhaps the listener is
affectively primed by rhetoric, but their agency remains their own. Third, there are those
who manipulate memory and cast nostalgia constructions, evoking thdratamic and
attaching them to political action. These political figures and ideologues are the focus of
this chapter.

Let me begin to build the intentional nostalgic construction that serves to grab real
experiences of nostalgia felt by real people. Onedssumption underlying nostalgia is
the notion that what has been lost was a purer and simplerWmeome to assume that
the thing which is impossible to return to is not merely our lost past or our, ihonadso
a past and a home thamceprovided smplicity, purity, and security, even though it is

historically the case that both past and home were indeed complicated. Nostalgia is a
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misremembering because it results in a misinterpretation of past in reaction to the present.
Importantly, insofar as nuernity implies complexity for the nostalgic, and as things are
necessarily black and white and dichotomous in the eyes of the modern nostalgic,
misremembering and misinterpreting the past goes right along with misinterpreting, or
ignoring altogether, thiacts of the present.

At the same time, thetherthing which is purportedly lost, mourned, and desired
is alsoa mythologically constructed national identitgn authentic self andwolk % which
only functionsbecauseprosthetic memory permits colleatly constructed and repeated
misinterpreted memories. | refer to this dimensiona®nalist nostalgiawhich relies on
assumptions of a simpler past, a clearly defined and stable lamu@ mythological
authentic identity tied to a national homelamdi anational history. Nationalist nostalgia
represents the longing for a lost romanticized national identity which existed in a much
VLPSOHU WLPH DQG EHWWHU HQDEOHG WKH uDXWKHQWL
presumption of an authentic s&thich flourished once before in the home thas now
been losklso presumes a past that was better, stronger, purer, more whole, and untouched
by outside forces. Nostalgia is a distorted memory at its core; therefore, what is demanded
to be restored imothing more than a fictionalized and mythologized construction. To
UHFDSWXUH WKLV P\WKRORJLFDO SDVW QDWLRQDOLV\
installation in the present of whatever has been perceived and articulated as lost.
Sometimes this instiaition is a repeat of past structures; other times, it is an attempted
creation of something new but by reproducing tired old hierarchies. In either case, national
identity and individual authentic identity are linked in this construction because self is

bound to national homeland, and the goahstallationis to permit yet again flourishing

76



of national self and, concomitantly, nation. In all, nationalist nostalgia works in three parts:

UHFRJQLWLRQ RI WKH VHOI DV SD Uunwduds th® selfQvitiW LR QD C
meaning, (2) articulation of the authentic national identity as exclusive and thus defined in
opposition to the perceived threat of enemy others, and (3) staunch defense against those
perceived threats to the neestored American wagf life at any cost.

Nostalgic feelings can be triggered by fear, rage, resentment, uncertainty,
dislocation, isolation, or alienation, and tend to evoke feelingissaf After all, nostalgia
represents a longing for a lost homta home which may be sthetically constructed
to which one desires to return. How, then, do individuals react in the face of such loss and
longing? Samuel Huntington, intellectual father of contemporary-viging reactionaries,
argues inWho are We? The Challenges to Ameriddational Identity(2003) that:

One very plausible reaction would be the emergence of exclusivist sociopolitical

movements composed largely but not only of white males, primarily wodtass

and middleclass, protesting and attempting to stopemerse these changes and

what they believe, accurately or not, to be the diminution of their social and

economic status, their loss of jobs to immigrants and foreign countries, the
perversion of their culture, the displacement of their language, andasiereor

even evaporation of the historical identity of their courfpy 310]

Huntington crystallizes in his book the p&fil moment and, in his mind, the set of
challenges facing distinctikmericanmnational identity. Huntington also details the mad

he expects a certain demographic of individuafgorking/middle class white malesto

demand in the face of those challenges. In a more general sense, what Huntington
articulates here is a perceived loss of privilege, economic stability, and $e¢tu@ RQH TV
own identity. The reactionary desire, then, igdstoreandbolsterthe identity at stake,

including all the social, cultural, economic, religious, and political circumstances that

permit its privilege and/or flourishing.
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,Q +XQWLQJWdidp Trval AREidAMhational identityis at stake.That
authentic identity, without explicitly detailing its contours, implies a white, working and/or
middleclass, heterosexual, cisgendered male with traditional values and a family to
support.Theauthentichere referstqtUHDOQHVVY LW FDQ DOVR EH XVHG
being or identity; or it can connote connection and meaning to something beyond oneself.
In this context, and in the context of Trumpian rhetanthenticity functions tarticulate,
construct, and denot? KH ERXQGDULHV ZKLFK HVWDEOLVK ZKR WK
WKH pUHDO $PHULFDY ORRNV OLNH 7UXPSLDQ UKHWRULF
deployment of the trope of authenticity through first nostalgid toen conspiratorial
appeals that make a claim abadtoandwhatneeds to be protected agawstichenemies.

Authenticity produces mythologytthe very mythology that gets built in and
through nostalgic constructions of the past. Once a mythologyltisitinbecomes easier to
locate conspiratorial enemies who would undermine its coming to fruifionple this
with the Gadaptability[of nostalgialas a tool for revealing cultural values, how quickly
such values are mobilized to action, and how thedfiaach longing hints that all history
affords multiple interpretations. Most important, a rhetoric of nostalgia also expresses what
we yearn for: in times of instability, nostalgia calms our lives by providing an easy model
for who we think we wishwe wd H™ . XUOLQNXYV . X U O LTQe\tdpe of S

authenticityas it functions as part of nationalist nostakgigdhen, is a political tool

44 Kurlinkus and Kurlinkus (2018) describe a phenorRe@ FDOOHG WKH pQRVWI
which helps describe how nostalgic narratives provide explanation and answer for real felt
SUREOHPV %\ WKH WXUQ RI UKHWRULF D JLYHQ QRVWD
problem that, once defeated, will seemingyHVWRUH WKH ORVW LGHDO" S
7KLY LQVWDELOLW\ I[IHOW KHUH" 7TKDWTTV D SURGXFW RI PLC
of mass immigration, you will be restored again. But the crux does not begin to touch on
actual issues at stakekdi unfettered capitalism and profiteering.
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exploited to turn historical interpretation and collective memory intodangerous
mythological narrativehatplays upon genuine experiences of loss, longing, anxiety, and

fear®

Nostalgia and American Mytholoqy

To better make sense of the relationship between authentisibych delineates
the true or real America(nand nationalist nostalgia, collectiveemory becomes an
important concept. A given individual can have an affective connection to a memory which
they never experienced, and this affective connection, made possible tomleghive
memory occupies an integral part of our understanding ofelirand place in the world.
How we relate to our past reflects upon how we orient our beliefs and behaviors in the
present and future. Collective memories form mediated narratives to which we can
interweave our own selves and experiences. Landsberg (8@84jibes inProsthetic
Memorythe ways in which memory XQFWLRQV LQ $PHULpaOkRgadRBD VYV F XC
commodified bits for people to consume, collective memory can be used to make sense of
a self as part of a historical narrative beyond immediate individual experience (p. 1).
1RWDEO\ /DQGVEHUJTV DUWLFXODW LaRagh&lIsegmdnts 0fJ HG D C
narrative, information, and memory, foreshadows the QAnon phenomenon: a quasi
GHPRFUDWLFDOO\ FRQVWUXFWHG puP D VcallgboralQre, dd&J DW LY H

interpreters, and coreators. Here, Landsberg both pays homage toptitential of

45 See my Chapter Hnthe-Ground RighiwWing Publics: What ever happened to being
Proud of Your Boyfor more on this point. See alstonahan (2021).
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information trafficking and world/historpuilding across the Internas well ago the role
of the ideologically powerful in shaping mass culture and disseminating master narratives.

For Landsber@2004) modern memory is a prosthetic methdé ZKLFK SHPHUJHV
WKH LQWHUIDFH EHWZHHQ D SHUVRQ DQG D KLVWRULFEL
SH[SHULHQFH WKURXJK ZKLFK WKH SHUVRQ VXWXUHYV KLP
2). This is to say that the memories may not be my @wnhthe experience of them through
different venues of mass culturerhetoric, movies, television, media, museums, &ic.
allows me to relate to a larger historical narrative beyond myself. As Land&€r4)
points out, too, this relation to historiaadrrative is not simply about understanding the
narrative, but also about beidfectivelyconnected to it to such a degree that such a
PHPRU\ FDQ 3VKDSH WKDW SHUVRQT MouéoheH$nbeL YLW\ D
collective memories are modular, amdotional connection to them is strotigg boundary
betweernwhat is real or not in terms of historical memory, as well as the line between truth
and fiction, becomes difficult to discern for someone who is affectively invested in a
particular articulatid@ RI PHPRU\ 1RW WrRwRddpalohies@f pkaduatior?
threaten to dissolve the differeneeRU DQ LQGLYLGXDOYfV DELOKEW\ WR C
EHWZHHQ upDXW Khedvted- fhedapi€s, BeBvean individual and collective
P H P R U(Landsberg, 2004, p. 15f. Landsberg is, on the one hand, correct about the
blurring of authentic and mediated memories, of individual and collective memories, and
of memory and historythen misremembering is a likely possibilityn@e other handf
sheis correct about the significant impact of memory in all its multifaceted dimensions on
WKH IRUPDWLRQ RI RQHTV VXEMHFWLYLW\ RQHTV XQGHU'

we ought to be wary of the potentially nefarious side of the commodbicat memory
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Memory can indeeldeweaponizedtas mythology+for bothshaping political subjectivity
and inspiring political actionnder the guise of authenticity, under the guise of being true
to oneself't

Misremembering on the part of the listengior mythologizing on the part of the
peddler % can therefore be used as justificationdolitical projects by rallying supporters
through an appeal to a lost authentic identitgstalgiais integral to understandirgpth
public misrememberingand lorging for a mythologized past. dstalgiawas aiginally
developedo describe thepy G L V H DantégickRéss of Swiss soldiers in the seventeenth
century*’ Ironically, the etymological construction of the term itsed combination of
the Greek wordsnosbs and algia, representing the return home and sorrow/longing
respectively zis an ahistorical construction, displaying a veneer of legitimacy by pulling
WRIJHWKHU *UHHN URRW ZRUGV EXW UHPDLQLQJ IDU UHI
sense, themostalgiais quite literally a mythologized construction in and of itself

In the contemporary moment, nostalgia has evolved to represent the feeling of
longing for a lost past often connected to a specific place. Nostalgia is a particular way of
relating to memory (or collective memory or history more generally), and it ideantiad

longing to the degree of remembering only the positive thihgach as the clarity or

46 |t is worth noting that receivers, listeners, consumenmn@hory are my focus in this

particular section. This does not exclude ideologues who peddle embellished or even false
memories, narratives, and rhetoric. Those peddlers create mythology which thedpublic
American citizens in this cas#link to in anostdgic manner. Later, as | narrow in on the
UKHWRULF RI LGHRORJXHYVY DQG SROLWLFDO OHDGHUV | Z
they construct through their language so as to evoke nostalgia in their listeners and inspire
political action.

47 See Farobinski (1966), p. 8&nd Boym (2001), pxiii.
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simplicity of meaning and valuesof that which has passed. The effect of rosmred
lenses implies misremembering. As Boym (2001) puts it:
Modern nostalgig a mourning for the impossibility of mythical return, the loss of
an enchanted world with clear borders and values; it could be a secular expression
of spiritual longing, a nostalgia for an absolute, a home that is both physical and
spiritual, the Edenianity of time and space before entry into history. The nostalgic
is looking for a spiritual addressee. Encountering silence, he looks for memorable
signs, desperately misreading them. [p. 8]
7KHUH DUH D IHZ WKLQJV WR UHFRJQL]H KHUH LQ %R
impossibility of the return, the desire for a simpler time and space before the messiness of
history, and thelesperatemisreading of signs whichvokean embellished or incoect
recollection This is to say that there was heforetime in which some mythically pure
figure existed in a clearut world Yet this is the very past which is longed for by the
modern nostalgicdriven to desperation by his circumstances recognie this kind of
mythical past in representations in the presentisisinterpretboth the sign and the past.
Jean Starobinskl966) whom Boym relies upon in her theorization of nostalgia, describes
MPHPRUDWLUYBVWWIQLJJIJHUYV IR Uet&tiBri¢ bf paStI& & frRgmént QW HU S
WKH SDVW 3LW UHYLYHV LQ WKH LPDJLQDWLRQ DOO RXLU
ZLWK ZKLFK LW LV FRQQHFWHG 7KLV pPHPRUDWLYH VLJ(
causes one to experience, with pleasand pain, the imminence and the impossibility of
FRPSOHWH UHVWRUDWLRQ RI WKLV XQLYH (starbbihki, FK HP H |
1966, p. 93)Even the slightest flash of an image, the slightest reference to something lost,
can trigger feehgs of nostalgia in which the past comes crashing back as a stark contrast
to the present. It does not matter how real that image is, or how true to the reality of the

past that image isn either case, what matters is teahply a representation can gger

the affective response of nostalgia.
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Once nostalgia is triggered, there are different ways in which one might relate to
the feeling of longing® 5 HVWRUDWLYH QRVWDOJLDY DV %R\P WH!
analyzing 7UXP STV EHsrH20IR though to 2020, specifically the transition from
nationalist nostalgido conspiracy theorisimRestorative nostalgfanctions as a motivator
for recovering lost truths, particularly in the form of lost national identities and 43asts.
7KHVH QRV W Didk ¢f themgelRes as nostalgic; they believe that their project is
about truth. This kind of nostalgia characterizes national and nationalist revivals all over
the world, which engage in astiodern mythmaking of history by means of a return to
natLRQDO V\PEROVB®®ROP\W.KY2QH QHHG RQO\ WKLQN RI
rhetorical referenceduring his presidential campaign and tenure. He regularly refers to

HSDWULRW L F fthe/ h&iErRICI®g &nd Mational monuments/statlide makes

8 3V R\P SXWV LW 3WZR NLQGV RI QRVWDOJLD FKD
SDVW WR WKH LPDJLQHG FRPPXQ-pékteptidnRregtdreive adl R RQH
UHIOHFWLYH« 7 &atRlgid ar@ ti/aliRdlu@ R/pes, but rather tendencies, ways of
JLYLQJ VKDSH DQG PHDQLQJ WR ORQJLQJ" S

49 See Heidegger (192Being and Timgin particular Division Il. The point of departure

IRU +HLGHJJHUTV ZRUN LV WKH IDOOHQ 'DVHLQ KXPDQ HJ
his study to restore it to its former authenticity; this is an act of reclaiming human existence

as authentic. HPSRUDOLW)\ ILJXUHV LPSRUWDQWO\ LQ +HLGHJ
potentiality-for-being is located in its history, which must be restored and repeated in the
present for the future so Dasein can thus be authentic. Eventually, this philosophical form

goes on to exist more concretely in terms of recovering and restoring an authentic German

Vok DV D SROLWLFDO SURJUDP 7KXV , ZRXOG DUJXH WKDYV
QRVWDOJLFY WKDW %R\P LV GHVFULELQJ KHUH

SOYURP 7UXPSYV VSHHER WXBKRHRXG WUDGLWLRQ RI $PHI
from George Washingtod SOHDVH GRQYW WDNH KLV VWDWXH GR
DQ\ERG\ zDQW *HRUJH :DVKLQJWRQYV VWDWXH" 1R ,V WK
Teddy Roosevelt, | see they wah WR WDNH 7HGG\ 5RRVHYHOWY{V GRZQ
ILIXUH RXW ZK\ 7KH\ GRQfW NQRZ 7KH\fUH WU\LQJ WR V
WR WDNH DZD\ RKAUPEBLVWRBXJ 37
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COQVLVWHQW FODLPV DERXW |ahdieR-beRiEdHAe@daf andked IRUJR
consistently laments th WUXJJOH IRU pWUXWKY LQ WA thé&EH R 1D
flashes of memorative signs rhetorically produced by Trump trigger feelinysstdlgia
in his supporters? What kind of myglbgical past do these signs refer to? What kind of
historical narrative is being told?

Theoretically speaking, restorative nostalgia boils the pastenffuture narrative
down into one single plot, inwhic KHUH LV D SWUDQVFHQGHQWDO FRVF
PRGHUQ FRQFHSWLRQ RI JRRG DQG HYLO " DQG LQ ZKLFK
FRPHY WR UHSODFH *DPELYDOHQFH WKH FRPSOH[LW\ RI
FLUFXPVB®®Q R®Y p. 4383 This is to say that, in the context of the realm of
MODNH $PHULFD *UHDW $JDLQ %th¥ ¢godd BistMbk HeQared Bndd PHU L F
defended in the face of all those myriad perceived thretits evil £tmaterialized in and
through TrumS §V U KFhét&ddnéy to articulatenaasterhistorical narrative, to make

FODLPV WR D pWUXWKY WR EH UHVWRUHG DQG WR FRXFK

51 Again from Phoenix32 XU PRYHPHQW LV D KORRYWHPH@WVERROW IRRQ
FLWLIHQV ,WYV ORYH IRU VWUXJJOLQJ $PHULFDQV ZKRY
$PHULFDQ FKLOG ZKR GHVHUYHV D FKDQFH WM&mpK{DYH DO
2017, Aug 23).

2\ YURP D JHEUXDU\ W BHPING BDSNQRZLQJIO\N GRHVQIW
$ JUHDW GDQJHU WR RXU FRXQWU\«" #UHDO'RQDOG7UXP:
53 Boym (2001)comparegestorative nostalgito reflectivenostalgig which signifies an

orientation to the past such that a multitude of possibilities arepened up accordingly.

2QH GRHV QRW JHW ORVW LQ WKLV NLQG RI QRVWDOJLD
FRQVFLRXVQHVV ~ DQG LW LV WKDW GLVWDQFH IURP WK
relationship between past, present, and fu{Baym, 2001,p. 50). In a sense, reflective

nostalgia is a return and not a return at the same time: your home grounds you, your
distance from that home lends you the space for critical reflection, and that reflection can
guide you forwards.

84



and evil, each serve to lead the restorative nostalgic, as Boym argues, d@athtioé
conspiracy theorizing.

&RQVLGHU IRU H[DPSOH 4%$QRQ WKH FRQVSLUDF\ P
rhetoric has been woven since Q was born on internet message ¥dardap had also
notably amplified QAnon accounts on social media up until his Twitter account was
suspended after Janua®) 6 2QH LQIDPRXV 4GURS DUWLFXONYWHYV WK
fellow Americans, over the course of the next several days yowmdibubtedly realize
that we are taking back our great country (the land of the free) from the evil tyrants that
wish to do us harm and destroy the last remaining refuge of shining lightG UR S , Q
this case, the truth of the matter to be uncoverétkiact of evil harming and destroying
$PHULFD 7KH WUXWK WR EH UHVWRUHG WRR LV WKDW pu
which Q clearly claims to remember as better, simpler, and freer. That idea which QAnon
DGKHUHQWY ORQJFRXQ WU \UR XOUQ GU H@WishHhaksxéndpikd HY L O
against the peopleAmerica will be made and kept great. In other words, as Boym (2001)
SXWV LW 3u7KH\Y FRQVSLUH DJDLQVW pRXUYT KRPHFRPLQ
MHWKHPYT LQ RWEHWRWRIUHPDNLQHG FRPPXQLW\" S "RU|I
*UHDWY WKHQ VHUYHV WR XQGHUPLQH WKH FRQVSLUDF
QHHG WR pODNH $PHULFD *UHDW $JDLQYT LQ WKH ILUVW S

At the same time, claiming to restore and protkettrue homelandc yuR XU JUHDW
F R X Q¥ed/e§ to produce a mythological account of how the imagined community came

WR EH ,Q D VHQVH WKHQ WKH FROOHFWLYH XQGHUVWD

54See my Chaptr 5, & RQVSLUDF\ 7KHRU\ DV 5DGLFDOL]DWLRQ ,W
Know it for more on the background of QAnon and its connection to Trump.
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nostalgia that the object of longing becomesaathentic fiction constructed out of a

mythical pastNot simply this, though. Each time the master historical narrative is recalled,

each time the mythology is reconstructed, each time acaeeed memory of America is
WULJIJHUHG W K Htyudpeat¥Katb@ovwlith-ifis fu@heQsdlidified and elevated.
Moreover, & Michael Monahan(2021) describes the mythaking central towhite
QDWLRQDOLVP 3, | ZKDW pZHY DUH LV WKH KLIJKHVW RU S)
are who we are throbigappeal to a mythic narrative that requires a constant telling and re

telling to maintain its potency, then whiteness maintains itself in and through the repeated
HQFRXQWHU ZLWK DQG RYHUFRPLQJ RI VHReaitheRticW HU QD (
America that is nostalgically recalled, as well as its circumstances for flourighgh

once existed but allegedly no longertio LV HPEOHPDWLF RI DQ p$PHULFDT
VRPH EXW QRW RWKHUV W LV HPEOHDPDsWrles b&indd Q p$PH
RWKHUV W LV HPEOHPDWLF RI D WUXH $PHULFDQ ZKR M3
represent an existential threat to be overcome. Mythologies of America are mythologies of
whiteness, masculinity, empire, and grandeur. They covervargeed perspectives and

critical narratives, and they establish a hierarchy of not whiysestories matter but also

whosdives and identities matter.

Longing for the American Dream

Notions of return, recovery, restoration, rebuilding, and reclamatall integral
to nationalist nostalgiazaVXUIDFHG FRQVLVWHQWO\ LQ 7TUXPSTV HDUC
,QDXJXUDO $GGUHVV 7TUXPS SURFODLPHG 3:H WKt

joined in a great national effort to rebuild our country emdestore its promise for all of
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RXU SHRSOH™ 7UXPS '"HVSLWH RQ LWV IDFH LQFOXVLYL
who feel threatened by a host of outside forces and enemy 8tfidrsse posenminent

danger to the American way of life and baput average American citizens in the dire

situation they find themselves M/hatare these perceived threats and fears? \Mloich

H$ P H U L HerQewd themWhydo they perceive such threats?

After Trump won the 2016 election, attempted explanatiabounded. One
QDUUDWLYH LQ SDUWLFXODU WRRN KROG WKH pZKLWH Z
were to blame. This was both a helpful and harmful explanation. It played the blame game;
it pitted groups against one anothemhibited recogizingthe root caussof the very real
problems that group facebonically, thisalso GHVFULEHV WKH IXQFWLRQ RI
America Great Again rhetoric: instead of admitting that unfettered capitalism is the root
cause for contemporary ills, Trump hextted that anger toward racialized others, like
Mexican immigrants, for example. At the same time, the rhetorical construction of the
white working class figured as a nostalgic, resentful, and hateful entity permitted
understanding of theersionof America to be rebuilt. As the narrative goes, it iswgte
cisgendered, heterosexuabnwho finds himself in a rough place: politically forgotten,
economically depressed, culturally threatened, physically suffering, and psychologically
alone. Trump enabled visceral response to these dire facts; he embodied a man of the

people who could return America and her citizens to their once flouristirend:

55 By this point, on the campaign trail, Trump had already decried Mexican immigrants
multiple times. His cans DLJQ DQQRXQFHPHQW IDPRXV@hehQFOXGF
Mexico sends its people, they're not sending their best [sic]. They're sending people that
have lots of problems. They're bringing drugs. They're bringing crime. They're fapists

(Clark, 2015, Jun@). The enemy others here are invading Mexican immigi@ntong
RWKHUVY FRPLQJ WR VWHDO $PHULFDQ MREV EULQJLQJ
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privileged tway of life. It is important to note here that amticulating, representing, and
claiming to addres XFK WKUHDWYV 7UXPSYV UKHWRULF VHUYHV \
KH UHPLQGV XV RI p$PHULFDQ FDUQDJHfplitzaVadiditel VDPH W
redress that carnagéde reminds us that the American Dream is dead, bub#waill bring
LW EDFN 3ELJJHU D QQGark,20U3IHiJ16) i (i pleyyhbl €h’emotions
particularly fear and anxiety, but also anger and resentmehtch rallied people to that
alluring albeit abstract notion of the restoratioreclamation and later protectiorof
America
,Q KLV ,QDXJXUDO $GGUHVV 7TUXPS IDPRXVO\ UH
FDUQDJHY ZKLFK ZRXOG DEUXSWO\ FHDVH DV VRRQ DV
FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK pIORXULVKLQJ :DVKLQIJWRQ HOLWHVT
for too many of our citiens,a different reality exists: Mothers and children trapped
in poverty in our inner cities; rustexlit factories scattered like tombstones across
the landscape of our nation; an education system, flush with cash, but which leaves
our young and beautifgtudents deprived of knowledge; and the crime and gangs
and drugs that have stolen too many lives and robbed our country of so much
unrealized potentialThe American carnage stops right here and.n@wmp,
2017, Inaugural Address]
The poverty of innerities, the ghost towns that were once full of booming industry and
jobs, deteriorating public schools laying waste to the next generation of Americans, and
the outright stealing of lives by crime all contribute to what could be interpreted as the
underminiQJ Rl WKH $PHULFDQ GUHDP *LYHQ WRKHmMPWURQJ
indeed alludes tthedeathof the American dreapa lost dream that he eulogizes here.
Of course, there are multiple culpriisPRVW HPSKDWLFDOO\ upFULPH
GUXJV TPHQOYWQAKILFK QRW RQO\ UHVRQDWeEVrh&SRIZHUIXO O

surrounding Mexican immigrants and instigates in part his plan to build a wall, but also

UHVRQDWHY ZLWK WKH W\SLFDO pODZ DQG RUGHUY DGDJ
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on. Crime has always been a serious threat to the American dreBrQ G GHYLDQW uRYV
DQG pPRXWVLGHUVY KDYH W\S IARdherCulpytthldesHG DWX R EDPB HJ
description of WKH HGXFDWLRQ V\VW M alled€sixisrkanadeWeadt 61D V K
public schools by bureaucrats, corrupt officials, and presumably ltb@raled educators
WKHUHE\ SDYLQJ WKH zZD\ IRU WKH pFULWLFDO UDFH W
adherents as well as other conservative conspiracy theorists. There is also a |amér syst
critigue, whichresonates very powerfully with sections of the population seemingly
IRUJIRWWHQ E\ WKHLU SROLWLFDO UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV 3
LQ RXU QDWLRQYV &DSLWDO KDV UHDSHG &\hEvd borkeZDU GV |
the cost. Washington flourisheflbut the people did not share in its wealth. Politicians
prosperettEXW WKH MREV OHIW DuépVReLA, IhBugWwaRAddretd). FO RV H (
This is very clearly an argument against elitism and iorfaf thepeople which
has the potential for broad appealTrump speaks here to a consistent theme of
conservative rhetoric, and to a real political situation in which the wealthiastuding

those in government positionscontinue to consolidate ¢ir wealth and power while

% 7KLV ODQJXDJH LV RIWHQ UHSHDWHG E\ 4$QRQ DGKHUF
Federal lawmakers made upof men @@ PHQ« DUH EXUQLQJ RXU FRXQWU
(Appendix B, Figure 100: QAnon41020 wordpress, we have to réboildf 7 KH\ UHIXVH

to represent you. They refuse to stand up for the law, for your rights, for the Constitution.

They only stand for themselveS KHLU IUDXG 7KHLU JUBupdglenektllLU FR U
ContenfthedonaldwinJDQ WKH\ GRQYW UHSUHVHQW \RX S

57 7TUXPSTV PRYHPHQW KDV TXLWH RIWHQ EHHQ GHVFULE
prioritizes and embodies the needs and wants of the people as opposed to elites. It is
important to note that populist claims are predicated on a particular kind of authentic

WKH uSRSXOLVWY PXVW PDNH D FODLP WR VROHO\ UHSUI
authentic people. It might even be claimed that the allure of popigishe allure of
authenticity. For more on this connection, see Jaferner Miuller (2016),What is

Populism?A caveat, however: discussions about populism can importantly serve to de
legitimate the kinds of complaints made by the people and embodied in the rhetoric of the
HSRSXOLVW ¢
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wages for everyday Americans decrease. The irony, of course, is that Trump is indeed one
RI WKRVH HOLWHV $V D SRSXOLVW FULWLTXH WKRXJK
dramatic conspiracy theorizing, which emerged ant pvith the growth in popularity of
QAnon. While political elites in Washingtofnote that Trump is not one of thersshe
remains a political outsidehave flourished over the past yeatepeople have suffered
As Trump argues at a Heritage FoundatéhHHWLQJ 3$IWHU PDQ\ PDQ\
government obstructing job creation, you have now an administration that promotes job
creation and celebrates the dignity of work 7U X P S 2FW 7KLV LV EI
mismanaged money in corrupt government hanmtsp@cause U.S. politiciado not care
about American workers and American j6Bst DN H Q | X U Watddlleégedlighdyed V |
in a conspiracyagainst the peopléor their own intereststo the point of taking away
American dignity.

Jobs and work are key themes in the American imagarashyl. Q 7UXPSYV UKHWR
These themes serve to easily grab the attention and support of the American everyman who
has been left behind as industry kefshim incapable of building and supporting a family.
Historically, there has been an important connection between having a good job, being
hardworking, and achieving the American dreatthis is part of the mythology that makes
America great. The Prattant work ethic, as Max Weber called it, entails an understanding
of oneself as individual, independent, seliant, and entrepreneurial, all with the end goal

of property, wealth accumulation, and family lineage to carry that capital along into the

83<RX NQRZ ZHYUH VHQGLQJ RXU MREV WREM|[LBEBDQKIZR
DOO WDNLQJ RXU MREV IRONV"™ 7UXPS 0D\ 7ZR )
politicians profit off of offshoring jobs and production, and (2) enemy others/outsiders are
takingthe jobs away from Americans.
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future. This is indeed the narrative of American ideologues and conservative political
figures like J.D. Vance, author dfillbilly Elegy RQFH SURSKHW Rl WK
Z R U N L Q Jakd@@&wWg/\elected (in 2022) U.S. Senator in Ohio. In 2016, Vancéi®ld
puUDJV WR ULFKHV LQ WKH IDFH RI DGYHUVLW\Y WDOH DC
RI WKH ZKLWH ZRUNLQJ FODVV WR ZKLFK KH IRURHUO\ EH
madePDQ WDOHY ZLWK D VXFFHVVIXO WA Q HRRX®R/Q GUHHMVVZ B
bring Ohioan values to Washington, D.C.

Vance rearticulates the narrative organized around the typical masculine,
heterosexual, and traditional American thepresence of a good job and a hamrking
mentality inanindividual will necessarilyenable thathe male breadwinner at the center
of the householdo support himself and his family in a nice home and in a nice
neighborhoodMore than this: part and parcel to the renewal of the American Dream is the
Q R W L R e Wakdpoking people of this country huddle, in the break room, at the rest
stop, or at the end of a long shift, they take pride in knowing that the projects they work
and the products they make aren't just building business, they're building families and
commurities and most of all, they are building this nation that we all love so much
(Trump, 2017, Oct 27 7TUXPSTV UKHWRULF Y HU\tHedoHd3tandingUHV RQ D
narrativeof hard work and the Americandrean?: H ZDQW WR OLIW RXU SHRSQO
towork, from dependence to independence, and from poverty to prospertyJ X P S
Aug 23). Work enables independence which enables prospéritth individually and

collectively +this sentiment is the lifeblood of the American dreash American

91



mascuinity, and subsequently of the American identitif.rump acknowledges this again
ZKHQ DW D UDOO\ LQ OLFKLJD#gheKwhanVoDgev baekt® XU KXV
ZRUN ULJKW" :H DUH JHWWLQJ \RXU KXVEDQBWtEDFN WR
disappearance of good jobs has inhibited prosperityhiermythologized and idealized
white manas well as his natianHere, Trumpian conservatives weaveairrecurrent
relatable themehe departure of industrial productiddQ G WKH pJRRG MMREVY ZKL
with it.%% As industry leavedactoriesare left gcattered like tombstonefs

Arlie Russel Hochschil@016)in Strangers in their Own Lanexplains how,3 «
well-paid, unionprotected jobs through which a man could support aathpme wife
are gomr for all but a small elite. Given automation and corporate offshoring, real wages of
high schooleducated American men have fallen 40 percent since 1970. For the whole
ERWWRP SHUFHQW RI ZRUNHUV DYHUDMHéctBENIHY KDYH
2016, p.125) 7TKDW LV WKH SRVVLELOLW\ IRU D PDQ WR DFTXI
living, have a wife and kids, and own a nice hontepmething that was indeed possible
for his parents or grandparentshas now slipped awayhis is, as Vance putt W 3WKH
decline of the industrial Midwest and the hollowing out of the economic core of working

whites« 0 Dufacturing jobs have gone overseas, and mididiss jobs are harder to come

5 This sentmHQW DOVR UHVRQDWHV ZLWK $UOLH -PR¥FKVFKLO
$PHULFDQV LQ /RXLVLDQD 6KH QRWHV S30D\EH , ZDV PLV\
Oil brought jobs. Jobs brought money. Money brought a bettetdiédool, home, health,

apieceRl WKH $PHULFDQ '"UHDP ~ +RHFKVFKLOG SS

60 S3BURJUHVYV KDG DO \tRorE eharty &hdiriond Gstridted to a small elite.

The Great Recession of 2008 in which people lost homes, savings, and jobs had come and
gone, but it had shaken peepip. Meanwhile, for the bottom 90 percent of Americans, the

Dream Machinetinvisible over the brow of the hilthad stopped due to automation - off

shoring, and the growing power of multinationals-ags their workforces. At the same

time, for that 9(percent, competition between white men and everyone else had increased
+IRU MREV IRU UHFRJQLWLRQ DQG IRU JRYHUQPHQW IXC
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E\ IRU SHRSOH ZLWKR RMAhcE RO, i JHh Keephgviithl Wé ever
pervasive work ethic in the U.S/ance argues thale lack of u J R ks ot only keeps
white men in economic distredmit also keeps them from realizing their identity as

MSPHULFDQVY ZKR SURVSHU SHU WKH SURPLVHG $PHULFD

Enemiesof the American Dream

The articulated need to restore and defend distidathericanvalues that made
America great in the first place also brings with it a set of enemies who intobiare
involved in a complex conspiracy againsthe values that makiéne American dream
possible.3& XOWXUDO $PHULFD LV XQGHU VhiHYHo ar®We?’XHV 6DF
(2004)* 3<HW VRPH VRFLHWLHV ~ KH FRQWLQXHV 3FRQIURQYV
existence, are also able to postpone their demise anddiategration, byenewingtheir
sense of national identity, their national purpose, and the cultural values they have in
F R P P RHonitington, 2004, p. 12)n a parallel vein, Trump arguedrasrally in Phoenix
(2017)after the protests in Charlotteggithat,
$PHULFDQV VKDUH RQH IODJ RQH KRPH DQG RQH JC
remember these truths, as long as we have enough strength and courage in
ourselves, then there is no challenge too great, no task too large, no dream beyond
RXU UHD § s ou7iddment. This is our chance. This is our opportunity to

recapture oudestinylike never before, to rebuild our future, to deliver justice for
every forgotten man and woman and child in Amefi€eump, 2017, Aug 23]

61 +XQWLQJIJWRQYYV ERRN ZDV SXEOLVKHG LQ ZHOO EH
indicates that th issue of cultural anxiety is not immediately novel but is instead the
product of a larger trend in recent (p8%11) American history.
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Note here a fewmportant themg the sharing of one flag and one home indicates a

collective national identit§?> Americansalso share adestiny a mythological narrative

ZKLFK VWUHWFKHY DOO WKH ZD\ EDFN WR W.HKFe3XULWD

language of destinpdicatesa grand providential plan beyond the will of mere individuals

To remembethetruth of this identity tthat is, understandingho we areas Americanst

enables overcomingthe challenges which face America at this momdé&imally, the truth

of American identit§® must be recaptured; it has bedmath forgotten and stomped on by

multifarious enemieshoth domestic and foreign?$V ORQJ DV ZH UHPHPEHU Z

andwhatweDUH ILJKWLQJ IRU« DV ORQJ DV ZH KDYH SULGH LQ

our values will endure, our communities will flourish, our people will prosper, and

$PHULFD WKH ODQG ZH ORYH ZLOO WKULYH DV QHYHU

RememberingZKR ZH DUH DQG UHFD Si$\h¥dgds@yo feBuddihg@®@it VWL Q\ T

IXWXUH pZLWK OLEHUW\ DQG MXVWLFH IRU DOOY WKRVH
2Q WKHLU IDFH 7UXPSYV ZRUGV DJDLQ VHHP LQFOXYV

$PHULFD DQG arRiX fadt ab EXRIGs®aHcategory defined in opposition to enemy

RWKHUV ,Q 3KRHQL[ 7UXPS 2FW GHFODUHV 37KL\

FXVWRPV WUDGLWLRQV DQG Yarstwkbmmudi we kRstdrie 81U FR X C

62 Huntington opens his book with a discussion of the role of the American flag in
representing the collective culturefl GHQW LW\ RI $PHULFD LW LV D pFHQ\
LGHQWLW)\ IRU $PHULFDY +XQWLQJWRQ S

63 It is worth noting here that, as Ashley Jardina (2019) not&ghite Identity Politics

that ascribing to white racial identity serves as an atdicfor individual attitudes and

beliefs aboutvhois a real/true/authentic American, defined in an exclusive sense (Jardina,

pp. 123 ,QGLYLGXDOV ZKR DVFULEH WR ZKLWH UDFLDO 1
race and national identity [thatis]werP XFK DQ DIILUPDWLRQ RI WKH GRPL!
WR FDSWXUH DQG GHILQH WKH LGHQWLW\ RI WKH FRXQW
WKH HQHPLHV p2WKHUVY RI WKH $PHULFDQ GUHDP DUH VK
and Americamess.
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defend our distinctly American value€®* There are three rhetorical claims and
interpretations here. First, there is the problem of immigration: allegedly rising numbers of
black and brown immigrants and refugees. In Phoenix, Trump (2017, Oct 27) continues:

SThe peopleof Arizona know the deadly and heartbreaking consequences of illegal
immigration, the lost lives, the drugs, the gangs, the cartels, the crisis of smuggling and
trafficking « These are animals. , OOHJDO LPPLJUDWLRQ XQFRQWUROO
violent consequences on American communities.

Second, there is alsacreasing &lbeit not enoughpolitical recognition, job access,
HPSRZHUPHQW DQG HTXDOLW\ RI SHRSOH RI FRORU W\S
but in fact representing Blacks, Liati communities, and Muslims). This is crystallized in
7TUXPSTV FRPELQDWLRO®DRHKLY WK® MMRLFHY RIhSRUJRWW
significant hesitancy around condemning racist violence, as after Charlottesville $,2017
and his consistent i@ts against expressions of protest against violence meted out on Black
bodies, for example. Trump has decried BLM many times, referring to the movement as a
violent mob, a symbol of hate, and a form of tyranny and propaganda which overwrites
$PHULF R Nstary As NFL players followed the lead of Colin Kaepernick and

kneeled in protest at the National Anthem, Trump lashed out against their voices, calling

64 +XQWLQJIJWRQ GHFODUHV 37R GHILQH WKHPVHOYHYV
QHHG DQ HQHP\" S "

65 At the Republican National Convention in 2016, Trump statetiK H IRUJRWWHQ PHC
women of our country? people who work hard but no lomghave a voice: | am your

Y R L @616, Jul 21).

6 7KLV LV WKH LQIDPRXV plLQH SHRSOH RQ ERWK VLGHVT
3: hat about the aleft that came charging at the, as you say, thed@it?.. You had a

group on one side that waad, and you had a group on the other side that was also very
violent« You had some very bad people in that group, but you also had people that were

very fine people, on both sides 7UXP S $XJ
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WKH SURWHVWY pPpGLVUHVSHFWIXO RI RXU FRXQWU\Y DQG
protestbtH ILUHG ,Q D WZHHW AURXRoBId be stanDikbJuy Bti@ight and
tall, ideally with a salute, or a hand on heart. There are other things you can protest, but not
our Great American FlagNO KNEELING!” ,W LV FOHDU WKDWsdm@ 7UXPS
YRLFHY VKRXOG EH HOHYDWHG ZKLOH RWKHUV VKRXOG (
necessarily an affront to America herself.

Third, there is the problem of concentrated power in the hantiseoél elites
ranging from politicianstolibedd O & (2V WR 7UXPSTV | BheRdibstvddmE R R JH\F
media twhich coalesces elite power together in a single, tyrannical narrative., Again
3 KR H Q bd média turns a blind eye to the gang violence on our streets, the failures of
our public schoolthe destruction of our wealth at the hands of the terrible, terrible trade
GHDOV PDGH E\ SROLWLFLDQV WKDW VKRXOGYYMP@HYHU
2017, Oct 27). Gang violence, immigrants, disrespectful dissenting voices of people of
color, failed public schools, corrupt and terrible politicians: each of these scapegoats work
in tandem to tragvhite Americansan a position ofdistress. Mw culturalgroupsaretaking
away jobs factoriesare closingoecauseaylobalizedcompanies rely on labor from abroad
and automate away the need ftwuman labar All the while, elites conspiring in
WashingtonD.C. flourish at the expense of the workimyerymarf’ Economic threats,

however,are not saleanlydistinctfrom cultural theats Each of these enemiegpeople

67 Note hereagainthe centrality of work tahe American identityWithout access to good

jobs, Americans are at a loss for making sense of their own identity (who are you but your
job?). Cultural anxiety thus follows from economic anxiety. For more on the work ethic,
see Max Weber (1905)he Protstant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalisrror a more
updated take, see Kathi Weeks (20I1he Problem with Work: Feminism, Marxism,
Antiwork Politics, and Postwork Imaginaries
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of color, immigrants, liberal elites, multiculturalism/identity politigsproves to bea
cultural HQHP\ DV HYLGHQFHG E\ 7TUXPSTV FRQFHUQ IRU WKH
At his rally in Phoenix (2017), Trump HFODUHG 3<HDUV Rl XQF
immigration have placed enormous pressure on the jobs and wages of working families,
DQG WKH\YYH SXW JUHDW EXUGHQV RQ ORFDO VFKRROV L
KDQGIXO RI VSHFLDO L QMhb pkbple\wf ¥l baskgfodnds@ill BtoUghR Z R U
RXU FRXQWU\" 7UXPS 7KH FULWLTXH RI {d&8ddFLDO L«
Washington elites. Those elites, as proponents of multiculturalism, identity politics, and
subsequently open borders, haveated a mass immigration issue which has burdened
hard ZRUNLQJ $PHULFDQ IDPLOLHV ,Q +RFKVFKLOGTV
Blacks, women, immigrants, refugees, brown pelicaalt have cut ahead of you
LQ OLQH %XW LWV SHRSOH OLNH tRotufZeiheddy.YH PDG
It has to be said: the line cutters irritate you. They are violating rules of fairness.
<RX UHVHQW WKHP DQG \RX IHHO LWV ULJKW WK
[Hochschild, p. 139]
Notably, this is an issue édirness(not equalityor justice), and because this is unfair and
peddled by oubf-touch liberal elites who know nothing of your everyday life, you resent
ERWK WKH pOLQH FXWWHUVY DQG WKRVH ZKR PDNH LW VI
In an unironic divide and congu move, Trumpian rhetoric serves to scapegoat
groups, redirecting anger away from wealthy CEOs, politicians, and others who profit off
of American unfairnessby depressing wages, automating and offshoring jobs, and
benefitting from tax cuts and tax loopés. In the context of this line of rhetoric, however,
the question remains.KDW JLYHV RWKHUV WKH ULJKW WR MXPS DK

working hard to earn your welleserved slice of the pi&¥hy do other people who have

seemingly done nothing tmntribute to the greatness of America get to get that slice before
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you can? It is open borders, social welfare policies, and affirmative &ctiat work to
undermine the fairness implied in the individual and independent pursuit of the American
dream,a pursuit which is supposed to abide by the rules of meritocracy. Peoptakeho
what is yourarethieves andmposters. They threaten your ability to achieve the American
dream. They undermine the veppltural values you hold dear and live by daily.
Importantly, the unfairness of it all is not merely an economic slight; it is also a cultural

slight. Not only is your economic prosperity hindered, but your very identity is threatened.

Stephen Miller and the Enemies of Whiteness

This divide and conquer #SHIJRDWLQJ Rl pLPSRVWHUVY ZKR KIL
place within the American cultural microcosm is crystallized in the voice and policy of one
RI 3UHVLGHQW 7UXPSYV VHQLRU DGYLVRUV O6WHSKHQ OLC
RI 7TUXPSTV @G ber& he\wbvkddd for formédabama Senator Jeff Sessions,

before he even graduated from Duke University with a degree in political science, Miller

6 :HOIDUH DQG DIILUPDWLYH DFWLRQV SROLFLHV FRPELQ
hard ZRUNLQJ $PHULFDQV $W D UDOO\ LQ OBMWERIfArBL 7UXP
refoorm2 , VHH LW DQG ,TfYH WDONHG WR SHRSO&hdtheyNQRZ St
OLYH QH[W WR VRPHERG\ ZKR GRHVQTW ZRUN DW DOO $
and has no intention of working at all is making more money and doing better than the

SHUVRQ WKDWY{V ZRUNLQJ KLV DQG KHU. INét\goRglto $QG L'

happen 7UXPS 1RY ,Q D PRUH WDUJHWHG YHLQ
(Reforming American Immigration for Strong Employment) Act introduced in the Senate
LQ RQ WKH SThelRAISHAMNpKeREts nfew migrants and new igrants

IURP FROOHFWLQJ ZHOIDUH « 7KH\TUH QRW JRLQJ WR FI

FROOHFW ZHOIDUH 7KDW GRHVQYW KDSSHQ XQUXH$ WKH
$XJ 7KH pVXUJH LQ XQVNLOOHG LPPLJUDWLRC

AdmMiQLVWUDWLRQYV IDFW VKHHW KDV GHSUHVVHG ZDJHV

D QIBore than 50 percent of all immigrant households receive welfare benefits, compared

to only 30 percent of native households in the United States that receive welfefiesbe

(Trump, 2017, Aug 2).
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ZDV DOUHDG\ FULWLFL]LQJ pPXOWLFXOWXUDOLVPY upWKH
assumpt RQ Rl pLQKHUHQW YLFWLPKRRGY LPSRVHG RQWR EC
In a 2005 article rpublished byAmerican Renaissancea known white nationalist and

sef GHVFULEHBDWQJIDFAM] ZHEGHWHKHFULHY ZKDW u#KH VRFL
PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVPY KDV GRQH WR KLV KLJK -VFKRRO

VHIJUHIJDWLRQ FRQIOLFW DQG YLROHOQMiHterdrgueStr OHU TV |
WKDW 3td ekplid teé @inority students that if they applied thdweseto their studies

and stayed out of trouble, they would find a vista of opportuniitie® L O O H U +H DO
DUJXHV WKDW WKH H[DPSOH RI KLV DOPD PDWHU UHIOHI
institutional racism followed by extreme plans fori eGXFDWLRQ DQG PXOWLF.
(Miller, 2005).Theissues athand aleQ OLOOHUTWKINHWHIXVDO WR 3KROG
DFFRXQWDEOH IRU WKHLU DFWLRQV “~ DQG W#dH UHTXLL
misbehavior by holding those students to a lower stanbgrdrilling into them the belief

that they are inherently victims 0 L O O H @mphasis mineHere, Miller has already

EHIJIDQ WR DUWLFXODWH D VHW RI FULWLTXHYV DJDLQVW
MWKH LPSRVWHUVY ZKR HYDGH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ \HW UHI
hardworking (probably affluent white) individuals suffer.

It is significant that the microcosm in which Miller casts his argument against
multiculturalism and racialized imposters is a public school. Miller knows well that
GLVEFXVVLRXRDMWILHRQILDOW PR QGREWO KLW H[DFWO\ WKH
wing freedom of thought and speech activists across American politics. Less than two
decades later, those charges remain a central mobilizing piece of the reactionary

conservative movement, both for Mitlhimself +who in his 2021 Conservative Political
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$FWLRQ &RPPLWWHH VSHHFK ODPHQWHG WHDE&KOIQJ RXU
others, including QAnon promoter General Michael Flyrwho has demanded that true
believers take local action, oKtHLU VFKRRO ERDUGY DQG FRPPLWWHE
The right ZLQJ pFULWLFDO UDFH WKHRU\Y ILJK®XFDOAR YKL
American youth to recognize the experience of people of color in American history is
reframed as forcibly sygtanting true American values and culture.

OLOOHUYY REVHVVLRQ ZLWK PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP KD
and rhetoric centers on immigration reform. Mass immigration is a clear prdblem
Miler WKH XQUHJXODWHG HPWIDDQEWVRI QHROHOWIDWL A\ C
overrunning of the American dream by imposters. In 2015, at an award ceremony hosted
by the Center for Immigration Studies (CIS&an antiimmigration thinktank founded by
known white nationalist John Tant@nxMiller offered a keynote speech arguing the
importance of word choice in the immigration debate. His rough definition of
MFRPSUHKHQVLYH LPPLJUDWLRQ UHIR UtPSsicynizamsaY  3L1 \|
massive, largscale amnesty for illegal immigrantisat includes access to government
benefits and lifetime residency, combined with a very large permanent increase in future
LPPLJUDWLRQ DQG JXHMMerZR13)NMbihsBedrR idrichiyiatioh reform,

as he and the audience members of CIS sempties imposition of illegal immigrants

69 See Miller (2021) https://www.ecspan.org/video/?513291712/stephemiller-speaks
conservativepolitical-actionconference

70 More on this point in my Chapter 6onspiracy Theorism as Radicalization

1 See here the AntiHIDPDWLRQ /HDJXHYV UHSRUW- FDOOHC
,PPLIJUDQW ORYHPHQW DQG (XJHQLFV" ZKLFKgehicd KOLJIKW
DQG WHQGHQF\ IRU ZKLWH QDWLRQDOLVW HQ@dn¢lV $'/ U
to the point of view that for Europegkmerican society and culture to persist requires a
EuropearAmerican majority, and a clear one at that$ '/ 2013, Fel25).

100


https://www.c-span.org/video/?513297-112/stephen-miller-speaks-conservative-political-action-conference
https://www.c-span.org/video/?513297-112/stephen-miller-speaks-conservative-political-action-conference

ZKR XQIDLUO\ EHQHILW IURP $PHULFDQ VRFLDO LQVWI
LPPLIJUDWLRQ ~ OLOOHU FRQWLQXHV S3LVEDYWNL UOMHNGH PV I
(Miller, 2015). Not only is unfairness a producf mass immigration, but also the
meritocracy that America has been built upon is quite literally upended.
Mass immigration means unfairness; it means a threat teskamgling American
institutions built to benefit deserving AmericandMass immigration also means
replacement not just economically but also existentially. Miller continues in his CIS
keynote:
On a serious note, because there are voices that are being shut out of the
LPPLJUDWLRQ GHEDWH $QG VR ,fP JRLQJ WR UHDG
from a displaced American IT worker. Again, in all seriousness, these are the
people who actuallydd OLYLQJ LQ $PHULFDYfV VKDGRZV DQG V
am an IT professional and worked for Southern California Edison for over two
decades. | was a loyal employee and always received outstanding reviews. A
foreign worker with an HLB visa recentlyeplaced me. My cavorkers were the
best of the best, and they were also replaed>0LO OHU @
1RWH WKH ODQJXDJH RI PGLVSODFHPHQWY p&adYLQJ LC
MUHSODFHPHQWY OLOOHU KHUH LV FOHDU@bdrkiRRQFHUQ'+
Americans tthe true Americans who deserve to benefit from the American Deagiho
are ignored, living in the shadows, not paid attention to. Since attention is not given to such
individuals, they are overlooked, displaced, not cared for by stersybuiltfor them It is
an easy step teplacement URP WKLV SRVLWLRQ RI pJEHLQJ IRUJRWW
replaced by foreign workers, by illegal immigrants, supplanting not just tangible jobs but
also the ever intangible American Dream.
Protectionfor true Americangromreplacement has taken shape as a forwhite

identity politicsacross American political discourse over the lastdecefd® \EH LWV DER X

WLPH WKDW ZH KDG FRPSDVVLRQ« IRU $PHULFI@ ZRUNHL
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2017 article published bBreitbart (Moons S33UHVLGHQW 7UXPS KDV PHW .
ZRUNHUV ZKR KDYH EHHQ UHSODFHG E\ IRUHLJQ ZRUNHU
WKHLU OLYHV ~ OLOOHU FRQWLQXHV 37R ZKRRUWY. RXU GX
ZRUNHUV WR SURPRWH UMabh2D17)DNhiHe/idéRity palitckl B ‘a

product of white Americanglike the ones tha¥liller (2017)is speaking for heresaying,

if multiculturalism encourages and protects other identity groups and their cultural values,

ZK\ VKRXOG LW QRW DOVR HQFRXUDJH DQG SURWHFW ZK
without assimilatiormeans notUJ.S. citizens get a slice of the pie with strings attached

(i.e. no participation in American society), then hardworking American citizens ought to

as well. Why have white Americans been replaced and forgotten instead of protected and
bolstered?

Whiteness, and white identity, however, are mitth limited to people with white

skin (though actual racial appearance is indeed weaponized for prejudice, harassment,
exclusion, and violence). Since whiteness is a social construction, it describes a category

of values, a set of privileges, and akitkd SRZHU $FWLQJ RXW pZKLWHY YD
closer to whiteness, even if your racial appearance says otherwise. After all, this is what
Huntington (2004) argues for when he demands assimilatiohVim Are We?2

Huntington (2004), however, is caréfto note the distinction between the original
$PHULFDQ VHWWOHUYV DQG LPPLJUDQWYV 36HWWOHUV« FL
7KH\ DUH LPEXHG ZLWK D VHQVH RI FROOHFWLYH SXUSRVI

D QHZ VRFLHW\" Sits, then, WhiteLthéyDmay approach whitenesseal

72 Huntington argues thatmmigrants [become] assimilated to the extent they [adopt] the
FXOWXUDO SDWWHUQV RI WKH KRVW VRFLHW\« DQG >GH\
V R F L PODA\p. 183).
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American values# will never be the original settlers. Immigrants remain impure
LOQDXWKHQWLF EHFDXVH WKH\ GR QRW FRPH IURP WKH
MSPHULFDQ SHRSOHY WHDHW HK WHKVWRKEHSRQWOXGHG DV \R?
Y D O xshiwélffas excludealong lines of purity.

Of course, there are two great ironies with this line of thinking. First, what is the
FRQWHQW RI pZKLWH LGHQW L WAhifg'ldintit EBolitics -detd Guk @ D
DGG VRPH FRQWHQW WR ZKLWHQHVV E\ TXDOLWDWLYHO
estimation, white solidarity implies an antagonistic relationship withwloite groups.
7KH DVVXPSWLR @okhbtlititaldr edaddhilc\ower for ougroup members,
OLNH EODFNV DQG /DWLQRV PHDQV OH20W,fRZHU IRU W
Economic and political competition, as Jardina shows, azerasum gameAnother
dimension of white solidarity is the tendency to felnated treplaced, displaced, and
forgotten, as Miller characterizes it in his rhetoric. This sense of alienation is linked to their
SHUFHSWLRQ RhexXaksbleelaligihted, arkd report that their group is not getting
their fair share in sodéi W\ DQG KDV QRW EHHQ JHWWLQJ WKH RSSR
2019,p. 152).Alienation in this instance is economic and politiaalwell as existential
The social, political, and economic dimensions of life are inextricably linked, and white
identity is at stake because white individuals have been put in an unfair position
economically and politically.

The definitive feature of white identity is thus far centered on the state of their
competition in a zergum society with ougroups. What witeness is remains an enigma,
aside from its constantly constructed andoastructed nature. To give white identity a

PRUH VWDEOH FRQWH Q Wrhe ébbs@uctipdof whitend34Jis akied lafgely
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around three themes: its relationship witbegticular conception of American identity, the

adoption of a sense of pride and entitlement, and the prevalence of a sense of grievance
DQG GHSULYDWLORQOHY YV UKHWRULF DERXW $PHULFDQ
prevailing sense of grievance, dejtion, and alienation. That sense, however, is only
possible with prevalence of the first two themes of whitenetbge relationship with a
specificconception of Americannessd the sense of pride and entitlement which goes

along with it.

White Americaas have had the monopoly on articulating what the American
LGHQWLW\ LV VLQFH WKH QDWLRQYV LQFHSWLRQ DQG
construction of American mythology and mythologies of whiteness. White identity is the
standard, the prototyperfdmericanness, and everything else is a deviation from that; this
ability to define the American identity is what has lent white Americans consistent power
and privilege”3 When economic and political competition from -@uobups like people of
color and mmigrants becomes starkemppearsas an undermining of American identity
because ougroup succestorces a redefinition of American identityhite identity only
exists amgainst WKH RWKHU DJDLQVW WKH HQHP\ ,QthWWKH FDVI
MLOOHJDO LPPLJUDQW § 7KH RWKHU LV DOVR SHRSOH F
PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVPY DQG HPSRZHUHG WR GHILQH WKHF

FRXUVH DOVR puIHPLQLVWY ZRPHQ DQG TXHHU LQGLYLGXLEL

B30RVW ZKLWH $PHULFDQV \Wpdd mahkber® &f the Nation. W/kteb U F K H
have, after all, been able to set the standard for what it means to be a prototypical
$PHULFDQ« LQ SDUW ZKDW LPEXHV WKHLU JURXS ZLWK
ability to define what it meanstobean AmeD Q" -DUGLQD S
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define themselves outside of traditional norms, thereby undermining the potency of white
values.

The first great irony, then, is that white identity lacks content beyond its
oppositional nature. It is only ever a construction, and the constructiwhit@ness is a
construction of victimhood, constantly under threat and slipping away. Whiteness has a
QDUUDWLYH TXDOLW\ DQG DV OLFKDHO )HROD DUJ>
ZKLWHQHVVY 3SURSDJDWLRQ RI QD uUduBavrkiveHneasxids R XJK F
HVVHQWLDO WR FRQVWUXFWLQJ WUDXPD DV D VRFLDO IR
which mediates the experience of victimhood and loss such that it is not individualized but
instead a social experience. Whiteness as a fermarrativized throughmationalist
nostalgia tthe longing for a time when white identityasthe prototypical identity of the
$PHULFDQ QDWLRQ 3/RVV DV VWUXFW ArUegerien@ Qdd UU D W L
becomes traumatic when socially avaikabarratives lack resources for sufferers to (1)
adequately cognize the forces behind their losses or (2) secure social recognition for their
GLVSRVVHVVRE. 11). FR &zEnt of multiculturalism, mass immigration, and
globalization has ledo losses for white identity; but the reaction to this traumatic
experience, which has gone unacknowledged, has been to nostalgically conjure up a lost
whiteness ashe quintessential American identity, to restore it, to defend it, and to cast
blame accorthgly on imposters.

The second great irony reveals itself in thinking critically about the effects of white
$PHULFDQV EHLQJ VROH SURSULHWRUVRRQHYKH HBANUB RPN
is wrapped up not simply in a sense of social belonging and community (even ethnic or

racial community), but in a sense of social belonging whose very essence is bound up in
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relations of domination and subordination, then any moveroesrtds equality or justice

ZLOO EH D WKUHDW WZR2WpKIDWW hat s Orélian@eRioD EnDe@emy for
HILVWHQFH RI RQHYV RZQ LAWHWIDWHWGE LDPGIOEWYFWRKKHPBUV
only exists as such with a slave to dominate, asrelations of domination and oppression

DUH DOOHYLDWHG E\ DQG IRU WKH RWKHU WKH PDVWHU
over lost cultural values and lost economic opportunities permits elision of what is really

at stake when claims of tesing America to her forer glory and protecting whiteness are
rhetorically paraded around. In and of itsefnulticulturalism perpetuates white
citizenship by presuming whiteness to be a culture, thereby obscuring its principal function

as a form of poHU "~ 2 QOOR @ 97).Insofar as nationalist nostalgia narrativizes
JULHYDQFH DOLHQDWLRQ DQG O RtdgainRé@nstuctdd indW R1 pl
WKURXJK UKHWR U HEfudctiénk ab anotheOnods dffpgwer in delineating an
exclusive Americanness and declaring the superiority of the whiteness that has been lost.

In a 2016 Trump rally in Wisconsin, Miller problematizes mass immigration on an
international scale, comparing the U.S. case to that of Europe. He cautions against
UHS OLFDW L Q theLs@m&\Kriditi®ng we Bave in Germany, in Belgium, and across
Europe, with uncontrolled migration from the Middle Eg#fliller, Beyond Mainstream
Media, 2016, Apr 2).Against these conditions, Miller continueRonald Trump ighe
RQO\ FDQGLGDWH LQ WKLV > @ UDFH ZKR LV VD\LQJ pC
$PHULFDQ «SHABS$PHILY WKH RQO\ RQH ZKR Bé&yomd VDYH
Mainstream Media, 2016, App.2Protection of the American people is taidectly to the
HVDYLQJ RI IDPLOLHVY SDLQWLQJ D GLUH VLWXDWLRQ ,C

FODLP WR EH p$PHULFD ILUVWY OLOOHU DQG 7UXPS KHU
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an international issue, one which threatens the whitenessestdrnness of Europe, too.
, Q 7TUXPS JDYH D VSHHFK LQ 3RODQG DUJXLQJ IRU I
Americans and the nations of Europe:
Americans, Poles, and the nations of Europe value individual freedom and
sovereignty. We must work togethto confront forces, whether they come from
inside or out, from the South or the East, that threaten over time to undermine these
values and to erase the bonds of culture, faith and tradition that make us who we
are. If left unchecked, these forces willdermine our courage, sap our spirit, and
weaken our will to defend ourselves and our socieffiesmp, 2017, Jul 6]
Defense here represents@tural and existential defens&his includeghe defense of
individual freedom and sovereignty, of the boonfi&uropean/Western culture, and of the
UHOLJLRXV WUDGLWLRQ #ChRdianity KripQrahtly ZiHwd &lénHte
undermining of these valuegich make us who we attben our spirit will be weakened,
and we will be unable to physically datéourselves.
As Trump (2017, Jul 6) argues furthé2 XU RZQ ILJKW IRU WKH :HVW C
on the battlefield? it begins with our minds, our wills, and our souls. Today, the ties that
unite our civilization are no less vital, and demand no lessQ&féd« 2XU IUHHGRP R
FLYLOL]DWLRQ DQG RXU VXUYLYDO GHSHQG RQ WKHVH
(Trump). This culturaland existentiatiefense is a defense of the American soul, and to
defend this identity is to also play a role in the largmflict of West versus East, North
versus Southself versus otheAgain there is darger destiny laid out for America which
her people must realizand defend Importanthereis the emphasis on memory: the
American identity has beaonstructednd inugorated through its history, and it is simply

a matter of recalling that history to rally our spirit to fight ie ldrger battle. An appeal to

collective memory reminds us tife need for patriotism as we struggle against conspiring
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enemieson an intermtional stage The issue of immigration at home expands into an

HIWHQVLYH VHW RI HQHPLHY DEURDG DJDLQVW ZKRP ZH |

The Eleqgy for Whiteness becomes a Conspiracy of Replacement

W LV FOHDU IURP 7UXPSTV U KdiMm¢RuppoRerdavid poticyO DV W
advisors, that the early political/Presidential project was one of restoring America to her
former greatness in the face of the imposters, enemies, and threats detailed thus far. The
Trumpian project is also one which allegbe restoration of American values to enable
RQFH DJDLQ WKH IORXULVKLQJ RI WKH IRUIJRWWHQ pubDXW
re-define Americanness as exclusively white, mythologizing white identity through
nostalgic constructions ofalostgav= 7UXPSTV HDUO\ SURMHFW LV LQGH
from full on conspiracy theorizing. Let us not forget that he kicked off his foray into politics
ZLWK uE L Wdthekebngdirady theory that former President Barack Ol not
legally be Prsidentbecause he was not a natural born U.S. citizen. In other words, an
African American could not rise to the highest office in the land simply because did not
fall into the prototypicahuthenticAmerican identity as has been constructed.

Interrogating the question of what the authentic American is, of what white identity
is, of whiteness or Americanness is, reveals a slippery slope. To ask these questions is to
ask about the kinds of narratives we tell amd told about who we are as Ameans.

Appeals to a collective memory full of some specific historical representations (and
decidedly not others) permit recollection of the lost/forgotten American nostalgically
interpreted out of the past. We must ask about not simply what storied warselves

and are told about who we are, but algoy we recall them in the way that we .
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FRXUVH WKH pZKDWHDIOHUHD GV MPKSHR yWKoOOMWMA RI $PHULFD(
itself to be constructed as against an enemy other, privileged withothier of defining
LWVHOI DQG QHFHVVDUL Oxwbyldbue ireeat GingkoiX ive Wail tHatp Z K\ |
we do? tis key in the transition from mere collective memory to mythology building. As
mythology is recalled, so too is a cosmology construdtégl ZKL FK GhiskisGMbdJHV
we are and we must protect ourselves in the face of §vl6R WRR FDQ ZH VOL
conspiratorial worldview.

J.D. Vance is a fitting figure for displaying this slippage. $@mneone like Vance,
the American identity isiot only a nostalgic entity, but it is alghe truth of his lived
experience Thattruth has been covered ovend made impossibley immediate social,
cultural, political, or economic conditionthus, he longs for.f* His Hillbilly Elegy (2016)
is fittingly characteristic ofonging is not an elegy one of the most nostalgic ways of
remembering? Is this not a way of remembering, for Vance, the heroic asfmeabness,
grit, honor, hard work, independence, etmf the now torn apart culturef the hillbilly
ZKLFK KDYH EHHQ ORVW" 9DQFHYV -d:uplionWt ackieding FHU W L
the American dream through hard work, and of climbing the socioeconomic latider.
begins as a kid struggling with a draddicted and irresponsibldlhilly mother until he
makes it, all thanks to the values exemplified and instilled by his grandm@hér
WKURXJK DGKHUHQFH WR JR Rde ®resthpe e @orstdioily]V ZDV Kt

FXOWXUHYV LQXXGIRHLWDQF#H

74 See Hochschild (2016) for more on nostalgia in this context; for her, they are
MUHPHPEHUHU YV (ZD16)RIEKiMpokdn@yGiotes here that mematyhat we
remember and what we forgets an expression of power (pf8-52).
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At the sane time, 9 DQF@BDVUDWLYH LV D UHYHDOLQJ FXOWXU
generation of hillbillies who no longer adhere to the kinds of values that he sees in his
grandparent& Accordingly, with distance from his old life, Vance can now look back and
diagnose the problems of whitenericansas follows?’®

This was my world: a world of truly irrational behavior. We spend our way into the

SRRUKRXVH« 2XU KRPHY DUH D FKDRWLF PHVV« :H GF

GRQYW PDNH RXU NLGV WWXG\HZRKRRZHTQR VS DVURH QR U’

VKRXOG EH ORRNLQJ IRU MREV« :H WDON DERXW WKH

WKDW WKH UHDVRQ ZHTUH QRW ZRUNLQJ LV VRPH SF

children about responsibility, but we never walk the wgllance, 2016, pp. 146

147]

What has been lostand thisisvhat 9 DQFH VHHV LQ KLV JUDQGSDUHQWV{
the new generation dfillbillies he encounterstis an attitude of hard work and personal

grit. In other words, this means (1) focusimgQ GRLQJ WKLQJV WR LPSURYH F
of complainingandcriticizing, (2) putting effort into school and learnin@) encouraging

DQG HQDEOLQJ WKDW HI (& Undintdinghg ReEhrbnic dnll lp&r<ohhH Q
responsibility, and5) maintainirg stable and supportive family livé§To maintain such

attitudes and values is what enables a successful individual, such that he has the tools to go

RIl DQG DFKLHYH WKH $PHULFDQ 'UHDP 7KLV LV ZKDW 9D

This is also thetter opposite of his mother and her generation, a fact which Vance laments

75 Vance makes a telling contrast between two kinds of social mores in the white working
FODVV 30\ JUDQGSDUHQW V-fastrdaédGquidtly fariut sediam, R O G
hardworking. My mother and increasingly, the entire neighborhood eretdcanother:
FRQVXPHULVW LVRODW&hE, 2016,)0d48). GLVWUXVWIXO’

76 These are just the main points pulled from an approximatehatwa-half-page litany

of critiques of hillbilly culture.

m$OVR HPEOHPDWLF RI WKLYV i RasQorsquaidder mRGaiveh W KU R X J
talent, so | had to work hard. | had to take care of my family because Christian duty
GHPDQGHG LW , QHHGHG WR IRUJLYH QRW MXVW IRU P\
QHYHU GHVSDLU IRU *RG Kp&)D SODQ" 9DQFH
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greatly and which likely drives his nostalgic thinking with respect to lost American
values’®

In just a snippet afillbilly Elegy(2016) 9DQFHYV QD U t¢ddidteyvidthD O U H D C
the distinctly American values and their concomitant lack which serve as a fixture in
TUXPSTV UKHWRULF YeivdsiveHQrk Ethid/\ia thelkcohstam takbuage of
UHMREV § UHIHUHQFH WR LQGHSH Q%uid Qffeblirs® kefele¢di6 UD F\
the fallen, chaotic, and decrepit nature of Ameffcsance (2016) too, also notes the
effects of economic downturn on the white working class, but shifts the blame onto the
KLOOELOO\ FXOWXUH L Q Vaxutréxhat Rddedsingly éhcobregdsidodal J X HV
GHFD\ LQVWHDG R (pFRBupwWiyioeD Vance Ghardcidrize the situation the
way that he does, and why does he narrativize his perception of the authentic American
identity in the way that he @s?What is his political purpose in doing so?

One answer heris that Vancehasindeedlived the experience of the American

Dream thanks to embodying the authentic values which enable achievement of that dream.

% W LV ZRUWK QRWLQJ KHUH WKDW LQ 9DQFHTVY QDUUDW
mother) who are tasked with doing the work of carrying on and teaching certain values. In

the face of the failure of his mother to do so, his sister is tagihbdit, but it turns out for

Vance that his Mamaw is a better standecause she is more stable and resilient. This

points to a larger facet of what could be considered authentic American values which is

that they are definitivelynasculineand the fenmine role is tied to the househoiivomen

uphold and pass good, traditional values on to their children in the domestic sphere.

% 2QH H[DPSOH KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI SDL
FRQGLWLRQHG WR | HH Oeprii DrvpedptetralR ven@SQchlired, lEki®gO \ G
someone for a meal or for help with a broldawn automobile was a luxury that we
VKRXOGQTW LQGXOJH LQ WRR PXFK OHVW ZH IXOO\ WDS V
YDOYH LQ RXU Ol6ypHM4). 9DQFH

80 37KH IDOOHQ ZRUOG GHVFULEHG E\ WKH &KULVWLDQ UH
PH« :KHQ , DVNHG ODPDZ LI *RG ORYHG XV , DVNHG KHU
of ours could still make sense of the world we lived in. | neededureae of some deeper
MXVWLFH VRPH FDGHQFH RU UK\WKP WKDW OXUNHG EH¢
2016, p. 87).
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This may be a generous readibgtit is one that Vance seems to speakioQ .HQW X F N\

, GLGQTW KDYH WR Bdcaiuserhd By irhen id DwywIiRWIUDQGPRWKHU T
brothers and brotheia-law +tDOUHD G\ Mant&, 2016, p. 1&@mphasis mineThe
FRQWH[W R 9:DhQrretidng prsOPH. PQ J Z K RwKead hé begifis to preface

his relationship with his mother and to detail her serial relationships with numerous men,

all of whom Vance had to pretend to connect whtis recognition comes in the face of the

stark contrast bateen his mother and his grandparents: on the one hand, with his mom, in
Kentucky, he had to pretend to be someone he was not, to pretend to care about people who
would be gone in a few month®n the other hand, with his grandparents in Ohio, he could

realy act like himself, and he genuinely cared about the people who knew the real him and
would always be there for him. This is to say that Vance was perhaps able to flourish in a
place in which he was exposed to all those cultural values embodied byrfupayentst

WKRVH FXOWXUDO YDOXHV WKDW VHHPHG WR KLP WR HQI
retelling here is quite nostalgic. It nonethelesgems to be the case that he longed for the

kind of values that made him feel authentic, like his se#fl®! Vance has nostalgically

shaped suchaluesinto an identitythatis emblematically Americato him There really is

something about being unabashedly and proudly oneself that Vance hits athleespace

to be proudly and authentically oneselfust another dimension of 1083.

81 7KH UHFROOHFWLRQ RI DQ uDXWKHQWLFY VHOI KHUH LV
of authenticity is also about a genuinengisieeling and a genuineness of connection with
LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR VKDUH LQ VSHFLILF FXOWXUDO YDOXF
self. In this way, authenticity represents not only-selisistency but also the truth of
O9DQFHYV OLYHGhéups e mdei@rit |f¢hat authenticity may be nostalgically
recalled.

82 The obsession with being authentically oneself links directly to the Proud Bdysse

very existence is predicated on restoring the space to be a proud masculine American man.
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Another way to interpret Vandeereis to consider the possibility of him speaking
candidly about hillbilly culture and about the white working class in general (as far as his
Elegy (2016) is generalizald + which is not that fay as others have argidéd In
juxtaposition to the archetypal American selfa strong individual who is capable of
overcoming anything thrown dim with enough grit and hard workVancedescribes
feelings of dislocation, alienness, and utaaty about who one id/ore importantlyhere
is the insecurity about hote will end up being okay. In describing his relationship with
the military +note the significance of the military as masculine, disciplined, brave,
hardworking, and patrioticctVance decries the fact of his disconnection from the values
he was tasked with defendingl RWKLQJ XQLWHG XV ZLWK WKH FRUH ID
We felt trapped in two seemingly unwinnable wars [Afghanistan and Iraq], in which a
disproportionate shawd the fighters came from our neighborhood, and in an economy that
failed to deliver the most basic promise of the American Dregbn VW H D QVadde J H”
2016, p. 189)Here Vance highlights disunification, beitrgpped in a bindackingany
promise ofthe American dream. Fighting (and losing) abroad while forgetting those at
home. This leads to, as Van@916) SXWV LW 3D GHHS VNHSWLFLVP RI W

RXU VR LOBY

More o this version of nostalgia in my following chapt@m-the-Ground RightWing

Publics: What ever happened to being Proud of Your Boy?

8 6HH (OL]DEHWK &DWWH V LPSRUWDQW UHEXWWDC
Hillbilly Elegy.

84 To continue wik 9D QRMGWVWIHYHDOLQJ UHPDUN 23:H FDQTW WUX
‘H FDQIW WUXVW RXU SROLWLFLDQV 2XU XQLYHUVLWLH
DIJDLQVW XV :H FDQYW JHW MREV <RX FDQTW EHOLHYH \V
in scciety. Social psychologists have shown that group belief is a powerful motivator in
SHUIRUPDQFH :KHQ JURXSV SHUFHLYH WKDW LWV LQ W
WKLQJVY PHPEHUV RI WKDW JURXS RXWSHUIRbBRORWKHU V.
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These sentiments resonate with HochséflV ~ Strangerdn their Own Land
the main tagline of which explicitly communicates feelingslisfocation, isolation, and
alienation They have become strangers to their own home and to their own &ailfinere
is distrust in governmenthe globalized political el#s who have forgotten everyday
Americanin order to help other disadvantaged folisposters. Theris againeradication
of the American Dream® % XW WKH $PHULFDQ '"UHDP LV PRUH WKDQ K
SURXG WR EH DQ $PHULFD@ ZXM® WRRX DD QUKW ByBtiK HR I D J
DERXW WKDW $QG LWTV DERXW OLYLQJ LQ D VRFLHW\ W
(Vance, 2016, p. 145pgain, we see here the American identity associated spidtific
cultural values (patriotism, religsity, stability) and with the American dream (which
implies hard work, independence, fairness, meritocracy, etc.). The key to feeling like a
stranger, as Vance puit, is the impossibility of the American dream and the loss or
undermining of all thosealues associated with it. ® D Q FEefjcaptures anythingt
is that as a response to feeling alien, to feelintpngerat-home, one longs for a losolid
identit,. % XW LW DOVR FDSWXUHV WKH GHVLUH WR 3UHWX
triumphDOLV P~ & ROQTPRx)OWith that lost authentic identity comes the power

and privilege of being able tiefine itandlive it. That is, the object of longinig not just

ZK\ LI \RX EHOLHYH WKDW KDUG ZRUN SD\V RII WKHQ \R
JHW DKHDG HYHQ ZKHQ \RX JV198)?Whe liht@re&tkky thing helzv¢ DO O
WKDW GHVSLWH 9DQFHYV SHUFHSWLRQ oRihgGladsWhe) XVW D
nonetheless places the blame on their culture. Thus, it is not the structures (media,
HGXFDWLRQ SROLWLFV HFRQRP\ HWF WKDW QHHG FKELC
,WIV REYLRXV ZK\ DGKHULQJ WR tWoKimabDtoeXnayfrsbH VR DG
hillbilly to venture capitalist.

8 3<RX DUH D VWUDQJHU LQ \RXU RZQ ODQG <RX GR QRW
you. It is a struggle to feel seen and honored. And to feel honored you have iarieel

feel seen astmoving forward. But through no fault of your own, and in ways that are
KLGGHQ \RX DUH VOLSSLQJ EDFNZDUG" +RFKVFKLOG
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what has been builbut of the narratives we tell and are told about who we are as
Americans The object of longing is aldbe powetto build those narratives and shape the
way stories are told and recalled.

+HUH ZH EHJLQ WR VHH QRW RQO\ W KHllbiOyLEHdgW DW LR Q"
(2016) but also some of the broader political motives which link to building mythologies
of whiteness and weaving narratives about its contemporary demise. First and foremost,
the most obvious problem witlegyis its race blindness, despite Van@sating this as a
virtue of his analysi& ,QVWHDG ZKDW UDFH EOLQGQHVYVY GRHV IRU
GLVDYRZDO RI WKH SHUVLVWHQW UDFLVP DQG ZKLWH V’
HOHFWLRQ LQ 6LQFH 9DQFHY V-irfiR@dF suffie@ngkafitied LV ZL
white-working class, his critique of the decline of American valuesdslarblind one
because heedirectshe scapegoat for American failings onto the declining cultural values
of the whiteworking class. This absolves him dfarges of racism and is nothing more
than a racial deflection. Similar tactics are used by 4ight) groups like the Proud Boys
DQG 3DWULRW 3UD\HU WR MXVWLI\ WKHLU pFRORUEOLC
Americanness. This racial deflection ke to maintain stereotypes that racial determinists
hold up in making claims about the superiority of the white et is a matter ofvalues
and culture, then it is not aboutace. But those values and culture remain built in and
through mythologiesof whiteness.When looking back athe mythologizedfounding
momentghat sit at the core dmerican identity, it is easy to miss other narratiefisose

of resistance to thehite American selftike those of African slavesdigenougeoples

86 Vance(2016)argueghisis important forpermittingthe novel diagnoses that iseable
tomakeDERXW 3KRZ F Q/2fest tie@édr Withdut filtering their views through
aracial prism S
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and wanen. The erasure attherhistories is whapermitsa consistent mythologio be
told. Ths HUDVXUH SRLQWYV WR WKH LGHRORJLFDOO\ DUWLIL
L G H Qixthe Véiidentity that Vance himself narrativizes.
The artificialnaKUH RI WKH uDXWKHQWLF $PHULFDQY LV DO
in opposition to a racialized othehence the erasure of other histories and modes of being.
In other words, as Monahan (2021) puts it:
The mythic narrative of white nationalism and Waesteivilization in effect
FRQVWLWXWHY WKH pZHY WR ZKLFK ZKLWH QDWLRQI
IXWXUH DQG pRXUYT FXOWXUH« WKLV uZHYT HfL VWV WK
WKH 8 6 FRQWH[W WKLV LV WK Hstur@dtnael MuHIff t R R X U
following years the other becomes the immigrant invader, the inassimilable
interloper, the pollutant to the purity of the body politic. [[$7 9]
With this, the existence of white American identity continues to center on the erieary O
on the imposter, and on the invader. America can only be reclaimed and taken back through
removal of imposters. At the time of this writing, Vance has won his U.S. Senator race for
Ohio in 2022, and he has become unsurprisingly vocal again abonédhketo defend
American cultural values as well as the reasbgthose values are under threat and need
WR EH VDYHG 9DQFH NHHSV XS ZLWK WKH WKHPH RI u:H
againstLPSRVLQJ RWKHUV T ,Q D FDPSDJ/adde nvekeZtie &dbe3O HY H
IRU VWDQGLQJ DJDLQVW RXU HQHPLHV YHU\ FOHDU 3% \
country that would mean that we never win, meaning Republicans never win a national

HOHFWLRQ LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ HY H#thatidditorial AmeqeaH

YDOXHVY DUH DJDLQ DW VWDNH DQG WKH puVKLIWLQJ PDNI

8% ORQDKDQ FUHGLWVY KHUH 6\0OYLD :\QWHU 38QV
Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: Towards the Human, after Man, Its Overrepresehtation
S$UIXPHQW ~
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Vance is purposefully shifting his focus from what America has lost to needing to
GHIHQG KHU IURP HQHP\ 2WKRRUIMURQWN®\ +H. Q@ HNBBQ
America First policy, just as Stephen Miller, and he continues to tread into conspiratorial
and white nationalist waters. In an interview with Tucker Carlson (26223 is important
VLQFH &DUOVRQ KDV résidénRriativist RgnsbirezywtfieorisVance goes
IXOO p*UHDW 5HSODFHPHRaWEcIdxesQVSLUDF\ WKHRU\

7KHVH SHRSOH DUH GRLQJ LW E\ GHVLJQ« WKH\ DUH
country that they should love but of course they do not. You twagsk yourself
who is benefitting from this, and who is getting rich from it, and there are two big
answers: first of all, chamber of commerce style Republicans and Democrats who
love the cheap labor, who love the fact that these immigrants are displacing
$PHULFDYV ZRUNHUV EXW DOVR 'HPRFUDW SROLWLFL
win re-election in 2022 unless they bring in a large number of new voters to replace
the voters that are already hetaVKDW IV ZKDW WKLV LV DERXW :H
this country, because very powerful people get richer and more powerful because
RI LW WYV QRW EDG SROLF\ LWdndé 20200 MaighG ZH KD
18]89

Notice here the insinuation of a conspiracy against the American people, where a group of

SHRSOH DUH DFFRPSOLVKLQJ WKLV pE\ GHVLJQY MEHQF
EHFRPLQJ pPRUH SRZHUIXO EHFD X ¥ffdctRépdlivy, Jutat@FH QR W
is evil. It is about displacement amdplacementundermining American workers and
UHSODFLQJ $PHULFDQ FLWL]HQVY SROLWLFDO SRZHU ZL)\
beyond the moment of the January 6 Capitol Insurredtiais nonethless telling. Vance

puts on full display the nefarious fact that the rhetoric of white nationalism and conspiracy

8RHODWHG WR WKH p:KLWH *HQRFLGHY FRQVSLUDF\ WKH
that the white population is being systematically replaced by immigrants, people of color,

and people of mixed races. | elaborate this in the context of the Proud Boys &aguag

well as QAnon adherence in my Chapters 4 & 5.

8 7KH YLGHR VQLSSHW Rl &DUOVRQYfV LQWHUYusetZz ZLWK
@NikkiMcR (2022, MarcHhl8).
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theory are inextricably linked to and continue to seep further and further into mainstream

American politicsout ofnostalgia.

p%H IRWGHIWR 3URWHFW RXU $PHULFD

In summer of 2020, the Council for National Policy (CNRxa network of
Republican and conservative activistsnet to strategize ahead of the November 2020
elections. After obtaining footagé, The Washington Postported thaBill Walton *
executive committee presidemtGHFODUHG 37KLV LV D VSLULWXDO EDW
YHUVXV HYLO« :H KDYH WR GR HYHU\WKLQJ WR ZLQ" 2!
GHPDQGHG RI FRQVHUYDWLYH Ddetidaianr/ WY D ¥96 HR @ RWUH DO Uy
VXSSUHVVRU \RXYUHhD 2B BIMVR D Q & Q\RRV KRHWW 3:H QHHG \
EDOORWYV IURP JRLQJ RXW DQG , ZzZDQW WKH ODZ\HUV KH!
DQRWKHU 3:KLWH SHRSOH KDYH2ORNVWIRKHIKH RXPHPHQ R
was a do or die moment, where either good had to win out or America was going to fall at
the hands of evil. Notice here recognition of a lost voice for white Americans, and the need
to take extreme measures to reclaim whas Iheen lost. Be not afraid, leading
conservatives assure one another, for they are on the side of the good and the righteous in
this cosmic battle against evil.

Mainstream rhetorical construction of ene@yers coupled with the nostalgia for

a purer Amecan nation and the need to restore her greatness are together reflietie/e

9 This footage is not accessible on the CNP webiitp://cfnp.orgf unless logged in as
a registered user.
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tendency to mythologize, craft master narratives, and conspiracy theorize. As Trump put it
in his speech to the Council for National Policy:
"HYfYH GHPRQVWUDW®uGyeRrY the) exif&oHIin@nD §ai's that are
possible while we stand strong for our beliefs, when we trust the wisdom of our
IRXQGHUV DQG ZKHQ ZH HPEUDFH $PHULBWtHY GHVWL
PRUH VXFFHVV WKDW ZHYYH D R&Kradital efshas\bEddmB.R UH X(
Anarchists and violent mobs have rioted in our Democrat run cities, attacking our
police and tearing down statugsrump, 2020, Aug 21
Here, the trajectory from making America greakéepingher great is clear. By trusting
in the American founders and the destiny laid out for Ameticae which is called to as
an object ofongingthrough nationalist nostalgi@ 7 UXPS GHSOR\LQJ WKH UR\LC
made America extraordinary. Now that those successes are known, howeweeis ter
MXQKLQJHGY UHDFWLRQ IURP WKH pUDGLFDO OHIWY DQ L
7TUXPS KDV UHVWRUHG JUHDWQHVV u$QDUFKLVWVYT DQG |
in the run up to the 2020 election, as they were part of the sffedtto carry out the
conspiracy against the American peoSUHYHQWLQJ 'RQDOG,1BXWRIKHV Yl
only thing standing between the American dream and total anarchy, madness and chaos.
$QG WKDW T YTrdrkpD2020, AUgLAT ).
The other effoiW XQGHUWDNHQ E\ WKH pUDGLFDO OHIW 'HF
YLFWRU\ ZDV pPDVVLYH YRWH Uinlhhlo¥ GHackddRvBtS OdumtL QJ R
machines, doublgoting, and, of course, flooding the country with immigrants who would

vote for Democrat8! $vV 7UXPS DUJXHV 37KHUHTV RQO\ RQH UHDV

,' $QG WKDWYV EHFDXVH WKH\ ZDQW WR FKHDW« $QG Wi

NT$QRWKHU FODLP IURP 7UXPSYTV &13 VSHHFK SRLQWV WR
the Democratstto seizeand keep control against the will of the American peoplé R

now the Democrats are planning to permanently alter our political system so their control

LV QHYHU W K U(HrDrivg,F2Q2B, GupZip L Q °

119



room, your organization was formed at a time when conservatives led the fight to turn back
thetide of FRPPXQLVP DEURDG FRPPXQLVP KHUH« $PHULFDQV
UDGLFDO OHIW VRFLDOLVWY DQG ODU[LVWV ULJKW KHUH
vot#¢ IUDXG LPSOLHG WKDW $PHULFD FRXOG EH ORVW DJDL
against communismt QRZ pPUDGLFDO OHIW VRFLDGhwWygWhtbeQG ODU|
long-standing evil enemy of American values, making the consequences dire. Just these
snippets from the Council for National Policy meeting displays how nationabsilgia

in 2016 pavedthe way forsuchconspiratorial and apocalyptic thinkings \ thé

IXWXUH RI RXU FRXQWU\ DQG LQGHHG RXU FlumpOL]DWLR
2020, Aug 21).Now that Americanshave restored and reclaimed the great America,
conservativesnust do anything to protect America from the shadowy forces which aim to
violently tear her apart.

On January 6, 2021, after months of peddled eleétia conspiracy theories, the
#StopTheSteal movement asked Americans to join President Trump outside the White
+RXVH $V SDUW RI WKH pODUFK WR 6DYH $PHULFDY 3:PLO
Washington DC to let the establishment know we wilhfigack against this fraudulent
HOHFWLRQ« 7KH IDWH R RXQutsb ihelVRhe Badse HTQI@phico® LW -~
many of his oftrepeated themes: the American people are not going to take it anymore,
our voices will not be silenced, we are gathdrerk to save our democracy, and we must
do anything to prevent American democracy from being destroyed. There are a few key

moments, including:

92 This comes from my screenshot of the informatiomabsite for #StopTheSteal/The
March to Save America.
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Hundreds of thousands of American patriots who are committed to the honesty of
our elections and the integriof our glorious republic. All of us here today do not
want to see our election victory stolen by emboldened radic&deftocrats which
LY ZKDW WKH\fUH GRLQJ DQG VWROHQ E\ WKH IDNH
DQG ZKDW WKH\fUH BBLQYH KZLD® DHOYO QHYHU FRC
KDSSHQ \RX GRQTW FRQFHGH ZKHQ WKHUH LV WKH
HQRXJK ZH ZLOO QRW WDNH LW DQ\PRUH DQG WKDW
favorite term that all of you people really cammg with, we will stop the steal.
[Trump, 202133
7KH ODQJXDJH RI pJORULRXV UHSXEOLFY FRXSOHG ZLWK
American mythology. Honesty and integrity are at stake, and we must not concede. The
HQHP\ LV DJDLQ FOGIDUWD GLHFPEOR OGHQYHHPRFUDWVY ZKR
American nation with imposters, who have stomped on American ideals and values, who
KDYH WULHG WR WDNH DZD\ WKH IUHHGRP ARXRIXTWHG YT
the real people \RXJfUH WKHKDBWREBAKWW WKLV QDWLRQ <RXYUH
GRZQ WKLV7QRWIRQ" HPSKDVLV PLQH $JDLQ 7UXPSYV
FDOO IRUWK D JORULRXV P\WKRORJ\ FRQVWUXFW D QDUL
got Americabackin  § XV H -8l évDaNdfig, and remind thtite real people are
indeedus *those that built the nation. Nationalist nostalgia has bloomed into nationalist
conspiracy theorizing: our enemies want to tear everything we love about our nation down.
Nationalist nostalgia matters because (1) it is about political power, and (2) it shows
how specific affectively grabbing rhetorie whether it evokes feelings of grievance,
longing, anger, or a sense of being pitted against a vast conspisgcyes to ecruit a
wide swath of American citizens to commit to a program of reclamation and restoration.

Nostalgia isa visceraland presentist mode of experienda.other wordsnostalgia is a

response to immediate feelings in the present moment. It providesadirecomfort, and

93 My transcription from the speechhe Associated Pre¢$3 Jan 2021) published the full
transcript as well.
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security. Part of that reaction is to simplify the experience of history into duybat
narrative, covering over the problems experienced in the present which would have initially
contributed to the activation of nostalgic feelingghe first place. To then eradicate the
feeling of loss and mourningne simply must restore the past and install it for the future.
This is not a critical reflection but insteadbautal and bare reactigras such, it is a
politically potent feeling tdake hold of. It is important to hold accountable those who
pander to feelings of loss, who articulate mythologies of Americanness, who galvanize
potentially vulnerable people, becautbey are exercising political poweAnd that
exercise of power is omeentered on articulating and executing racist, sometimes violent,

political programs in the name of saving America.
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CHAPTER FOUR
ON-THE-GROUND RIGHT -WING PUBLICS: WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO

BEING PROUD OF YOUR BOY?

Shame, Pride, andViolence

On January 6, 2021, the U.S. watched as a motley mob stormed the U.S. Capitol
building arguably at the behest ofiamberof political leaderstincluding Donald Trump
himself £who had continued to enflame claims of election fraud since Joe Biden was
declared victor of the 2020 U.S. Presidential election in November. We now know a few
things about this day: that a number ragght-wing groups, known to be provocative,
militant, and violent, participated in organizing the event and leading the changst
notably, the Proud Boys and the Oathkeepgtisat this insurrection had been talked about
online formonthsprior to the event itself, yet Capitol Police were caught on their féels;
and that, while some of us may feel more comfortable believing that the number of people
emboldened to commit such action is low, the fact of the matter isdhaanyaverage
Americans wer@nd continue to be willing to commit violent acts in the name of protecting
a very specific version of America. | interpret and analyze the language and imagery used
by individuals to make sense of how and why an attempted insurrection unfolded in
Washingon, D.C.

| want to emphasize that this analysis is focused on the ground, at groups and their

individual members, and the language they use to explain their beliefs and subsequent

94 This was initially reported b¥roPublica - D Q Capitdl Rioters Planned for
WeekV LQ 30DLQ 6LIJKW 7KH 3FD@GHKDNUHOQRWHADAY EHHQ
throughout the course of the Januafjh@arings in Congress.
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behaviors. This does not mean, however, that their language operatescimue; there
are political leaders who have been able to rhetorically coalesce emotion, problems,
scapegoats, and plans of action. This rhetoric serves in part as a basis for rousing
individuals into larger groups with shared beliefs and goals, as leasthbe case with
groups like the Proud Boys. Rhetorical representation on a national stage, after all, serves
to both justify and embolden.

The central contribution of this analysis of the language and behaviortbgon
ground publics, specifically thieroud Boys and Patriot Prayemy two case studieg is
twofold. First, | usenostalgiaas a conceptual framework, arguing that feelings of
nationalist nostalgiaLQ SDUW GULYH VXFK JURXSV , UHO\ RQ 6YHYV
modern nostalgka in The Future of Nostalgia VSHFLILFDOO\ KHU DUWLFXOD\
QRVWDOJLDY 7KLV WHQGHQF\ WR UHVWRUH PRWLYDWHYV
form of lost national identities and pasts. Restorative nostaldicdR QRW WKLQN
thenselves as nostalgic; they believe that their project is about truth. This kind of nostalgia
characterizes national and nationalist revivals all over the world, which engage-in anti
modern mythmaking of history by means of a return to national symbols BAAV KV~
(Boym, 2001, p. 41 The irony is that in their project to bring truth to light and restore
what has been lost, restorative nostalgics must create mythological accowhtstioéy

are andwhat their homeland is. On the one hampdotection of theiidentity requires a

% Q %R\PTV Mo&ethGidstalgia is a mourning for the impossibility of

mythical return, the lossf an enchanted world with clear borders and values; it could be a
secular expression of spiritual longing, a nostalgia for an absolute, a home that is both
physical and spiritual, the Edenic unity of time and space before entry into history. The
nostalgc is looking for a spiritual addressee. Encountering silence, he looks for memorable
signs, desperately misreading them S 7KH LPSRVVLELOLW\ RI D UHW
simpler time, and the tendency to misremember are all key aspects to modalgianos
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nationalist project, where the natiagfincluding its people and valuess under threatOn
the other handtheir style of narrative is a linear one, cast into a cosmological register,
where good+tthe nationtmusttriumph over evil

Accordingly, my second contributias to show the interplay between nostalgia,
mythology, and conspiracy and link them to the potential for street violence. | show that
both groups rhetorically create enemies which conspire against their homeland and
accordingly must be defeated not only for their causeatad for some larger sense of
cosmic justice. This specific formation of scapegoating is a function of the reactionary
P L Q%tndency to articulata narrative ofossso that a political progranof recovery
and restoration can be established and set in motion. Members of the Proud Boys and
Patriot Prayer, as well as their supporters, see themselvasias not merely as having
lost something, but as having had that something taken away feon®th

JRU H[DPSOH LQ UHDFWLRQ WR WKH FXOWXUH RI uSF
read as inducing white heterosexual men to feel ashanssngf white mengroups like

WKH 3URXG %R\V KDYH GHFODUHG WKDW M&KvHO rddudeH X QD E

9 Borrowing here from Corey Robin: ithe Reactionary MindRobin shows thatpf the

reactionary psyche, loss is a central concept. It indicates the feeling of diminishing power

and privilege, specifically for white heterosexual men. Hgainst this loss that reaction

takes place because it is motivated by the fear of loss of that power and priViiege.
effectiveness of deployintpss as a rhetorical strategy comesthe form ofaffective

relatability twe haveall lost somethingandwe have all been victims of somethiyho

would notsharein the desire tdfix loss, by making things whole again, by making them

right?

97 Here | rely on the articulation of loss couched in terms of victimhood articulated by
Elisabetk $QNHU LQ KHU HOXFLGDWLRQ RI 9NH®ws]VFKHDOC
ZHOO DV &RUH\ 5RELQTV DFFRXQW RI WKH UHDFWLR
(2020), in her work on the Proud Boys, has also noted thaasstined victimhood ia

NH\ UKHWRULFDO WDFWLF . XWQHU DUJXHV WKDW 3
PRGHUQLW\ IHPLQLVP DQG SURJUHVVLYH YDOXHV "~ DQG
blame shifting (p. 14).
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WR DSRORJL]H IRU FUHDWLQJ WKH PRGHUQ ZRUOG" O0F,QC
OF,QQHV KDV SXW LW 37KHPDNFX®LQHDW VRQW RRUQD QRML«
JURZQ PHQ EXW ZLWK OLWWOH ER\RQ7 KHWHOHD UHD O H
DUH WKH YLFWLPV RI WKH ZDU RI pSROLWLFDO FRUUHFW(
ORVW LV D VHQVH RI SULGH LQ RQH fsWarhicgef @iid.iéh ,W LV
for their identities that the Proud Boys glogir name.

Pride in their identity as white men and a love for that identity, selflove, as
Michael Monahaff (2021) puts ittare what is at stake for these groups. In their estimation,
WKLV LV VLPSO\ DQ DGRSWLRQ RINAKPRHH.GQGDOXWLY 8
multiculturalism of contemporary American politics. White pride, however, is predicated
on a mythologized whiteness which has in many historical instances relied upaight
construction of an Other to define itself. It is thgbuhis mythology of whiteness that the
narrative of loss and victimhood can be produced and reproduced. It is also through this
mythology that the loss of power and privilege and the forcing of shame locates its
scapegoat in the Other; the Other whichassarily must be overcome, often violently, to
eliminate the existential threat. White identity, as it is constructed by the mythologies of
white nationalism, only exist as loss, as slipping away, as victim. It lacks static articulation.

For it is nothingaside from what it was, and what it was is nothing other than myth.

98 As Monahan (2021) hasgued this openly declar& pMHROYHY LV QRW DV LQQF
it seems; in fact, Monahan argues that white nationalists who claim to merely be defending
ZKLWHQHVY SUBRNUUEYEWKD WKODY EHHQ KLVWRULFDOO\ SU
animus. Monahan (2021) describes fillse equivalence assumed between white identity
JURXSY DQG QRQZKLWH RUJDQL]DWLRQV ZKLFK DUH FKDL
DJDLQVW ZKDW WKH\ SHUFHLYH WR EH WKH pPXOWLFXOW
the integrity of their c® PXQLW\ FXOWXUH DQG LGHQWLW\ § WKH
FDQYW ZH"T" S
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The white nationalist subject is produced through mytholagyhat is, a
romanticized past of white civilization in all its glosand cosmic lossthat is, that great
white civilization has been altered beyond belief, almost to the point of erasure and
replacement? Further, | argue thahe white nationalist subject is a nostalgic ohess,
mythology, and conspiracy contribute to his identity formation and the subsequent political
actions he takes to protect his identity. Note that this linkagdetatity translates to an
existentialregister. Any action he takes, or language he uses, is for the sake of protecting
his very existence. Further, the concern for the continued existence of whiteness stretches
to the level of the collective, and often Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer menb&astv
their language in a collective wagmentinglost national values or a lost national spirit.
The feeling of lost national identity conveyed here is what | teationalist nostalgig®
ZKHUH WKH UKHWRULFDO IXQFWLR® HODIR_AWW A JUB MIWRV\
hierarchy of power and privilege to reassert, based upon amy#sdlogical construction

RI WKH pKIBEfHODQG

Nostalgia as Pragmatic Concern

To what extent are groups like the Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer white nationalist
ones? How do the members and leaders of these groups utilize tropes of nostalgia,

conspiratorial language, and mythological figures to describe themselves, their badiefs, an

99 Michael Feola2021)describs WKH PpGRXEOH GXW\Y RI ZKLWH QDWLR
presents itself as a descriptive narrative of decline doubles as a publicly ettculat
framework through which the white nationalist subject is formed around the pathos of loss,
QRZ PDGH OHJLEOH LQ GLVWLQEWO\ SROLWLFL]J]HG WHUP\
100 7KLV IRUPDWLRQ LV EDVHG LQ SDUW XSRQ 6YHWODQD
nostalgia
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their political actions? | take a pragmatic approach to interpreting the language and action
of onthe-ground individuals involved in such groups to begin to get at these questions.
Where, on the face of it, the pragmatist migbitrecognize the privatieeling of nostalgia

or the private existential threat of logas a pragmatic concerrper se, | argue that the
reactionary minéPl is adept at concretizing and narrativizing individualized loss as a
political problem detailed as part of an ideologicabgram for restoratiorgndit enables

us to think about such language and behavior pragmatically. That is to say that nostalgia
can have a public quality, which is a requirement for pragmatic conegh# is, that
consequences must exist beyond thegteivealms whenit results as a consequence of
matters that extend beyondmere personal transactionAfter all, the reactionary
conservative has already taken this private matter of power and privilege into the public
realm when he solidified it into ptital rhetoric.

The goal of the pragmatic projectistotrytounderstdan®, LQGLYLGXDOVY DQG
own words how they perceive the consequences they experience, how they organize
around them, and what plan of action they intend to take to addezssTb achieve this
goal and begin to understand how publics respond to lost power and privilege (and are
likely to articulate themselves a®stalgic subjectsas | argue), | develop a typology of
groups in the U.S. The purpose of a typology is to endhl&ication and distinction
among groups, especially surrounding their tactics. | operate under a few assumptions: first,

groups organize themselves around a perceived public problem to take political action;

101 Arguing alongside Corey Robin (2018) heteQVRIDU DV WKH pSULYDWH OL
stake loss of that power translates into a direct attack on the holder. Loss operates in an
intimate register and connotes an existential thtkeatighit is made plitical through the
FRQVHUYDWLYHYYV UKHWRULF
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second, there are a variety of groups whigbeeience both distinct and shared problems,
interpreting them on the bases of their experiences and norms; and third, these groups
accordingly produce patterns of behavior in reaction that are often violently, politically,
and existentially conflictingKey to this typology is that there is a propensity imient
problemsolving tactics adopted by each group, with varying goals and varying degrees of
success.

To put this typology in action, | chose a set of cases in contemporary American
politics whichmost closely fit into the theoretical framework of nostalgia, that is, groups
which perceive a loss of power and privilege. | focus here on the Proud Boys and Patriot
Prayer, as each highlights a distinct aspect of political extremism in théhbtBasbeen
emboldened by the rhetoric of nationalist nostalgia. The Proud Boys showcase a shirking
RlI JXLOW D SULGH LQ RQHYV ZKLWH LGHQWLW\ 7KH\ DO\
white women to further reproduce the white race. Patriot Prayegsshma religious and
spiritual community and seems to be oriented toward providing connection where
otherwise (white) men would be alienated. But they are not as peaceful as they seem;
Patriot Prayer has openly declared itself as fighting the fardeftmely, ANTIFA +for
God and country. This group shares a similar provocation tactic as the Proud Boys. They
violently provoke on the streets for the sake of confrontation, and for the sake of attention
which may earn them more support in saving the valti@snerica.

These groups can be organized into distinct types: Proud Boglkareinist white
nationalists and Patriot Prayer a€hristian freedom fighteré&ach group does share some
similarities, including antagonistic political origins. Proud B@perate against the shame

DQG JXLOW IRUFHG XSRQ WKHP E\ p3&Y SROLWLFDOO\ F
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DQG MIHPLQD]LVY VLPSO\ IRU EHLQJ ORXG DQG SURXG PD
OLWHUDOO\ IRUEZHQJDD BWQ XNuWHAGHh&Macific Northwest, with

tactical decisions to focus on particularly liberal cities in the initial months of their
establishment. There are multiple ways to analyze the origins of each group: one might call

the groups reactionarytorienting hemselves around a perceived loss of power and
privilege; or one might identify the seedsreksentimentta reorientation of perceived

inferiority, anger, and frustration onto an external scapegoat. While these are useful
frameworks and surely do in paitive the formation and behavior of the Proud Boys and

Patriot Prayer, | prefer to see these groups as oppositional and antagonistic, in part because
WKLY WHUPLQRORJ\ HOLGHV WKH PRUDO SUREOHPV RI
HUHVHQWI X @Qisftolfétig okl tk&inventeédonistic origins allows highlighting their

often provocative, confrontational, and violent behavior on the street. Moreover, as a final
similarity across each of the groups, conspiratorial rhetoric (and the need to organize
agairst the conspiracy) lends both political and moral justification to such behavior.

To flesh out each type of public briefly described here, | highlight the overlaps and
distinctions prevalent in the language of each group. Systematically speaking, for each
SXEOLF , DQVZHU WKH IROORZLQJ TXHVWLRQVowQ WKH JI
words
Who are they?

Who is their enemy?

What is the source of their discontent?

How do they articulate their problem?

How do they intend to solve their problem?

How will solving their problem address their anger, frustration, nostalgia, or
discontent?

. What is their vision of America?

How do they cast or construct their problem in the context of America,
American politics, or American history?

oOghrwWNE

0 N
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Determining the answers to each of these questions has involved scouring primary and
secondary sources across the internet, ranging from news coverage such as articles and
interviews, to social media and image boakts, to published YouTube videos of
speeches and rallies. | rely on interpretative, rhetorical, and textual analysis. For example:
What phrases are used? What have those phrases historically implied? What actions
typically follow from them? How does thspeaker/writer/poster elaborate on those
phrases? How is the language of one speaker/writer/poster the same or different from the
language of another, who may proclaim membership in a distinct group? My analysis relies
on identifying patterns and establisth connections between individuals and groups, both
historically and in the present moment.

Through this analysis, | begin to unpack the motivations for membership and
participation in the groups. | show the ways in wHmdsmotivates these individuaénd
groups, as well as how what is perceived to be lost matters both for group mantbers
for those of us trying to understand them. | also display how prevebespiratorial
thinking is amongthe Proud Boysindother rightwing groups'®? | arguethatsuchright-
wing conspiracy theorizings in part responsible for reachingvade swath of Americans
who might not otherwisepenlyascribe to white nationalism, white supremacy, or white

hypemasculinity. In all, | aim to display the relationship betweensd, nostalgia,

102 In my Chapter 5 Conspiracy Theorism as Radicalizatjonundertake a similar

pragmatic analysis of QAno:analyzing what they say and how they describe their

political behaviortfor the ends of developing further my typology of righihg publics.

QAnNnon, in my estimation, displays howonspiracy theorisnhas enabled an umbrella

coalition of rightZLQJ JURXSV UHOLJLRXV JURXSV IUHH VSHH
activists,white nationalists, and white supremacistshoose the language obnspiracy
theorismbecause it really is a systematized set ofelfelitnotably quasdemocratically

constructed from the ground uwhich impels action.
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mythology, and conspiracy as it rhetorically functions in part to produsenae of
diminishing whiteness and a diminishing power and privilege that group members (and

average American citizens) are willing to do anything to recover ardqgbr

Proud Boys on Strike

At their core, the Proud Boys are what | adlhuvinist white nationalist®3 As a
caveat, thichauvinism and white nationalisamtagonisticallycome out of amnti-guilt or
anti-shamdramework, most evident in the pride conveyed by their name. In a nutshell, as
SURXG %R\ IRXQGHU *DYLQ OF,QQHV SXWYV {a¥ haveKHVH St
EHHQ XVLQJ YLROHQFH IRU D ORQJ WLPH DQG ZHTUH QR
add to this plan of justified violence with another thing that is very important to the Western
ZRUOG DQG WKDW LV WR EUHHG« 6WRS SXOOLQJ RXW OL
‘HVWHUQ EDELHVY ‘H QHHG PRUH :HVWHUQ M&mésOLHV" ™ /[
moves swiftly fromwhoandwhatthe Proud Boys are formed againstW KH YLROHQW pID|

the alt O H MV 1tfie justification of violence against these enemies and then on to the need

103 Accounts of white nationalism abound in the online magazimneD NLYV ODxihD]JLQH
which Gavin Mclnnes initially proclaimed the creation of the Proud Boys in 2016
(Mclnnes 2016) For examplejn March of 7DNLYV ODJD]JLQH SXEOLVK
HQWLWOHG 3&XOWXUDO :KLWHQHVV ~ LQ ZKLFK WKH DX\
QHYHU EHHQ PRUH UHOHYDQW ~ VLQFH 3ZKLWH SHRSO
preVHUYLQJ WKH OHJDF\ RI t:HVWHUQ FLYLOL]DWLRQ "~ DQG
WKH 3GHIHQGHUV RI WKH :HVWHUQ LQWHOOHFWXDO WU
HISRQHQW ™ ODWWKHZV 3Ehx@iitkis pa@iculkrly Wddf@ Hthay it

gives an intellectual account of white nationalisgtin part by engaging in debate with
HPXOWLFXOWXUDOLVWY FRPPHQWDWRUYV DQG FODLPV RI
whole tand articulates the purpose of a white identity politics asepveng Western
FLYLOL]DWLRQ DQG VWUXJJOLQJ DJD MWhow sovhiueh asGHK X P C
saying it, the Proud Boys rhetorically appear to adhere to this formation of white identity
politics.
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WR pPDEUNXWRS SXOOLQJ R Xand @dkN WetBrn bEbED to @riserve
Western culture. In a parallel mannegrganize how Proud Boy members and leaders
articulate themselves, their goals, their enemies, and their vision for America by putting
their foil on display by analyzing their approach to swulinity, andby elaborating their
articulation of the problem of declining (white) Western culture.

In what follows, | first permit Proud Boys to articulate what exactly their
oppositional antguilt and antishame framework stands against in the cdntax
contemporary U.S. politics. Second, | explain my understanding of chauvinism as both
anti-feminismand hypermasculinity, how chauvinism features as a central part of Proud
%R\V HQJDJHPHQW DQG KRZ 3URXG %R\V WKH#lWHOYHV G
VKRZ KRZ GHVSLWH 3URXG %R\V] DWWHPSWV WR GLVWL
nationalism often by featuring men of color as proud membkarsl as current chairman
% their membership nonetheless subscribes to a dangerous white identitg, pofien
focusing on the need to replicate the white race and preserve white culture but couched in
WKH ODQJXDJH RI p:HVWHUQ FXOWXUDO YDOXHVY ,Q V
mythologized whiteness constructed out of the present, cast intagh@ply to then save
it; as such, | argue that they can be considered white nationalists. Their nationalist nostalgia
comes with an injunction taestorethe lost homeland, its people, and its values, which is
KHUH ZUDSSHG LQWR D VBMWUYILF FRQFHSW RI pWKH

The antiguilt and antishame framework that Proud Boys have embraced comes
out of a specific lamentatioe DGDSWHG IURP -LOO /RENHTYV WKHF
Democracy and the Death of Shamhe QDPHO\ pu7KH /DPHQW WKDW KLW

AXRWLQJ IURP AilaQSbrig@ed PV 3URXG %R\ DFFRXQW SRVWHG F
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on strike against seiinmolation. We are on strike against the creed of unearned rewards
and unrewarded duties. We are on strike against the dogma that the pursu® ef Vv
happiness is evil. We are on strike against the doctrine that life is§éiltamentation

becomes an active struggle, a strike against guilt and shame. Having been made to feel
guilt and shame for beinghiteon the one hand aralmanon the othehand in the era of
multiculturalism and feminism has pushed Proud Boys to the point of turning that shame

on its head. Now, they lament the pride they cannot have in their own identities, and to
struggle against this shaming, Proud Boys are increasingtl dbout their rejection of

H3& SROLWLFDO FRUUHFWQHVY FXOWXUHY DWG- DUH DF/|
IDFH EHOLHIV $V OF,QQHV SXW LW LQ S7TKH\ ZDQW WF
KDYH DQ\WKLQJ EHWWHUVWRWHHSIOLMRH\R W Z KIOAM W R WIDX\ «
WKH ILUVW WR VD\ pul1R TP QRW SOD\LQJ WKDW JDPH § L
+ZHYUH QRW DVKDPHG DFWXROBU RI RXHNEHIODWHIW PLQH

Railing against guilt and shame however is$ the whole of what motivates the

SURXG %R\V VRPHWKLQJ GHHSHU LV DW SOD\ 7DNH |
DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH SUREOHP WKDW KLV JURXS UHDF
Boys, when you see the rise of a candidate like Riomeump, you might say they are
symptoms of the same problem: people are fed up with what they are dealing with on a
dayto-GD\ EDVLVY SHRSOH IHOW PDUJLQDOL]J]HG DQG WKUL
Dateline, 2018). It is important to note the shift hieoen shame to marginalization and

threat; this shift indicates Proud Boy perceptions of threztmerelyagainst pride, power,

and privilege. Ithints atperceptions of morexistential threats against masculinity,

104 Appendix A,Figure &: Parler, On strike agaitguilt.
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tradition, freedom, and (white) Westeculture. These are threats against white male
identity and white culture, which demand ever greater vigilance and willingness to engage
in violence talso a definitive piece of Proud Boy membershifor the sake of saving,

recovering, and protecting.

MOHPLHYV RI WKH 6WDWHY

Who is doing the shaming in these contexts? According to Proud Boys, there are a
QXPEHU RI HQHPLHV ZKR SHUSHWUDWH 3& FXOWXUH OF,
OHIWY VRFLDO MXVWLFH ZDUULRUV RU 6-:V D¥ntWKH\ FD (
DFWLYLVWYV $17,)$ DQG HYHQ WKH pO L-EEfddnéntesth@ L WHV
thrown intoacatchDOO DQG RYHUDUFKLQJ pWKH\YT ZKR DUH RXW
them into submission, and accordingly to engage them in violence stréets. In Rarler
postby Enrique Tarrio (@NobleLead), current chairman of the Proud Boys, Tarrio fails to
specify who the enemy is, but certainly has a clear idea of why they are on the wrong side
of American history:

The only thing necessary forghriumph of evil... Is for good men to do nothing.

We have been accused of many things. Cowardice has never been one. They call

us racists. We scratch our heads. They call them black Hispanic and people of color.

We call them our brothers. They parade onities as pet mouth pieces. We

embrace them as family. They call it hate speech. We protect their right to defame
us. They call us nationalists. We say charity starts at home. They claim to support

105 One constant cateall term for Proud Boy enemieenemies who are often inflated to

the level of threatening the American republic, of coutdeV p&RPPXQLVWVY| $V D
SRVW IURP WKH 3URXG %R\V DFFRXQW SateMSonmnwhistss HPHP E
who terrorize and assault those they do not agree with. They are cowards who strike when
\RX DUHQTW ORRNLQJ 7KH\ ZLOO VHHN DQ DGYHUVDU\
weapons on these aforementioned targets. They do not carehtinggcideas and live
peaceably, they care only to sow fear and discord until their ideology reigns all of us in
XQGHU WKH \RNH RI IHDU 6WDQG XS IRU VApBReHAW KLQJ RU \
Figure25: Parler, Remember your enemies).
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KXPDQ ULJKWV :HYYH ZDWFKHG W HKWH Phey dall WsU R\ W K F
vigilantes. We watched as they burned cities to the ground and tear down American
history. WE ARE THE PROUDBOYS AND WE WILL NEVER APOLOGIZE$

JLUVW DQG IRUHPRVW 7DUULRYY RSHQLQJ VHQWHQFH FD
of good and evil, something that is part and parcel to conspiratorial thinking. Fighting
against the conspiracy is what imbues the Proud Boy cause with moral justification, too,

as they struggle to defeat evil and defend American values.

Further, despite thuse of the cateb OO pPpWKH\Y WKH HQHP\ KHUH
WRIJHWKHU FDOOLQJ puXVY UDFLVWYV ZKLOH LGHQWLI\LQJ
FDOOLQJ pRXUY VSHHFK KDWHIXO ZKLOH GHIDPLQJ 3URX
familiesandbuQLQJ FLWLHYV ZKLOH FDOOLQJ pXVY YLROHQW YL
to (1) multiculturalism, feminism, and identity politics, (2) SJWs who uphold PC culture,
and finally, (3) BLM and ANTIFA activists who have taken to the streets in protés in
past few years and most notably in the summer of 2020. Third, Tarrio here connects these
HOQOHPLHYVY WR WKHLU FKDUJHV E\ WXUQLQJ ZKDW WKH YDU
Boys on its head. Thus, Proud Boys do not see skin color, norylagbeeople of color
DV SXSSHWV WPRPHLDOH PSR&/WQ\RQH FDQ EH EURWKHUYV |
violent, nor do they destroy cities; they protect the family and the community. Proud Boys
are not cowards; they proudly uphold American hiseord values while others tear it to
shreds.

The irony of the situationtwhere the violent left gets a free pass but groups like

the Proud Boys are persecuted for defending their families, communities, values, and

America itself is horrifying for somd’roud Boy members. Take, for example, Besler

106 AppendixA, Figure 3&: Parler, Proud By enemies.
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postfrom an account echoed by Taraod plastered with Proud Boy affiliated imagery
SUHVLGHQW 'RQDOG 7UXPSTV LQMXQFWLRQ WR u6WDQG
photo)

<D NQRZ Zdal)Wr§ay? You can be a member of an actual criminal
organization, whose sole purpose is to commit crimes, murder, sex trafficking,
selling crack cocaine, meth, heroin, etc and, you can be apart of these organizations,
flash your guns, throw up gang sg&j and represent these gangs all over social
media and in videos etc. No problems what so ever. But then, say you decide to get
\RXU VKLW WRIJHWKHU DQG MRLQ D VWDQG XS RUJDC
Proud Boys, that stands up and defends pe@pkeR FDQYW GHIHQG WKHP
JURXS WKDW LV DJDLQVW UDFLVP ORYHV WKHLU FR>
XS IXFNLQJ JX\V WKDW ZRUN KDUG SURYLGH IRU WK
drinks with their brothers from time to time.., youttiat, and these mfers will try
WR HUDVH \RXU HQWLUH H[LVWHQFH IURP WKH IDFH R
and do everything they can to cause you harm. What kinda world are we living in
man!207

1RWH KHUH W Kipe¥¥renéeld tRel BpdBowsTnyriad left enemies, most likely

those activists in the streets (BLM, ANTIFA, etand liberal elites (the conspirators

behind sex trafficking)tare destroying the country witlo repercussionsAt the same

WLPH 3URXG %R\V ZKKRGBIHQRBEWSEBRBEHOQHG WKHPVHOYHV
UDFLVPY ZKR pZRUN KDUG DQG SURYLGH IRU WKHLU IDPL
W &asge your entire existence from the face of the e§rthW LV DIJDLQVW WKLV HJL
that the Proud 8ys organize, against this threat that they provide a support group for the

men who would otherwise be persecuted, humiliated, and eradicated. Fgeilarand

antishame framework accordingly becomes a framework against eradication, too: thus, as

the Poud Boys refuse to apologize for being men and for being white, they also intend to

fight for the preservation of that identity.

107 Appendix A,Figure @: Parler, Stand up organization like the Proud Boys
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Resolution through Violent Chauvinism

Proud Boy members describe the group in several different ways, ranging from the
seemindy innocuous+ uD TUDWHUQLW\Y DQG uDGHKie devinfight VX SSRI
heroic t VDYLRUV RI WKH pzZD\ RI OLIH WKDW LV IUHHGRPY
descriptions have the air of reactionary protectionism: ensuring support for malesswho ar
faced with the grave irony of the contemporary world and the need for ensuring
preservation of theicommunities andF XOW XUDO YDOXHV 21 FRXUVH OF
infamous founder, has already given the official tagline of the Proud Boys: Western
chawinistswho do not apologize for creating the modern world. To clarify, Mclnnes has
QRWHG WKDW 3&KDXYLQLVW GRHV QRW PHDQ VH[LVW LW

'"HVSLWH WKH LQQRFXRXVQHVV RI WKLVamnaiat, P DQG C
SHHVWHUQ FKDXYLQLVWY LQFOXGHY DOO UDFHV UHOLJL
that Proud Boy language and action says otherwise (Mclnnes, 2H1ddy. consistent
engagement in violencefrom initiation into the group to their proeative behavior on
the streets; their vehement distaste for feminism and women, and their forceful traditional
YDOXHVY DOO SRLQW WRZDUG D PRUH QHIDULRXV FKDXYLQ
than to an overbearing patriotism.

Nowhere is the @ngerous and violent nature of Proud Boys more evident than in
WKHLU ODQJXDJH DQG WKHLU DFWLRQV OF,QQHV KDV LQ
feel good, justifiedsiolence feels great, and fighting solves everything. | want violehce

At the sane time,this justified violence has become part and parcel with initiation into the
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SURXG %R\ piovTm Beeboh®d firddigoree member, the potential Proud Boy must

V W D whth Weestern chauvinist, and | refuse to apologize for the creation ofatlern

world.”~ 6HFRQG GHJUHH PHPEHUVKLS UHTXLUHV WKH SRW
repeatedly until he can name five breakfast ceféalBhen, a Proud Boy becomes a third
GHJUHH PHPEHU ZKHQ KH DJUHHV WIR anikets aPwrBSYV pPDV)
tattoo. Finally, to become fully initiated, fourthdegree Proud Boy, one must provoke a

fight on the street with an enemy (ideally an ANTIFA, BLM, or any vaguelywefy

activist)

In these initiation rituals, Western chauvinism and white meszipride is
VIPEROLFDOO\ ERUQ LQ DQG WKURXJK YLROHQFH $W WKI
pieceof Western chauvinism goes towards the justification of violence that Mclnnes and
many other Proud Boys revel in the feeling of. As Proud BoydReéinman (his online
SVHXGRQ\P DUJXHV LQ WKH FRQWHEW RI pSURWHFWLQJ V

3HRSOH QHHG WR XQGHUVWDQG ZKDW WKDW ORRNYV (

of people. When police officers go after criminals, they use fakaeyiolence.So,

when police officers and government officials are breaking the law, what are we

VXSSRVHG WR GR DV WKH SHRSOH GLVFRXUVH"
[RufioPanman, 202

108 See Bill Morlin (25 April, 2017). %A new fight club fraternity fof young white, pre

Trump men is being formed, its organizers claim, to defendsfpeech rights byAlt-
RightYleaders and engage in street fighting.

109 This initiation was captured on video by a Twitter user in 2017 in Boston
(@JackSmithly. Will Somme (2017) also details the initiatiaites.

110 0RUH RQ WKH PDVWXUEDWLRQ EDQ O D Wermhlbism@ndé\ GLVF)
+\SHUPDVFXOLQLW\ -

1 $V 3URXG %R\ 1IREOH%HDUG VD\V 3:H ZYo@WBEHWKHP F
(RufioPanman, 2020).

139



Here, Proud Boys are justified in their provocative street fighting becaggdéat back
enemies that threaten their communities and véla@gile otherwise incompetent and
corrupt government entitiespolice and other officialstfail to do so.

For example, consider further the language and behavior of Panman, the Proud Boy
MEHUJHDQW RI $UPVY ZKR ZDV DQ DFWaapitdl I8dDreeetianFL SD QW
DQG KDV VLQFH EHHQ FKDUANTEA, 3BiQRIMaCE lekeDattadkDd G 3
\RXJUH UDFLVW \RXYUH 1D]JL EXW UHDOO\ WKHLU DJHQG
to inflict anarchy into our system to uproot what we havarasricans here and Western
FXOWXUH DQG FUHDW HAIBX JoRa3 Bho®, 201N8). M Rr-dbkithact context,
then, Proud Boys are not only under attack and subject to defamation by ANTIFA, but their
American society is also under attack, thereby ingkANTIFA both a moral and
LQGLYLGXDO HQHP\ ,Q D PRUH FRQFUHWH FR@&MH[W LQ
JRRGY 3DQPDQ ZHDULQJ D VPLUN RQ KLV IDFH DV $OH][ -1
punchthrowing) reflects on a now famous altdfoa from 2018 at a Patriot Prayer rally
LQ DQ LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK -RQHVY DQG TXLWH OLWHUDOO\ F
violence #which, in a sense, has become an additional tagline for the Proud Boys. Panman
H[SODLQV 3 W1V Mnig&Wiere (ot juRtireAtKimsNNELiVAly, and when you can

kind of overcome in that moment it does feel good, it is a positive feeling. | can tell you

112 The communities and values that Proud Boys want to cultivate are elaborated below in
WKH FRQWH[W RI 3URXG %R\V]T DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WUDGL
RQ 3DUOHU GHPDQGV WKDW ZRPHQ 3JHW PDUULHG K
CRPPXQLWLHYV LQ ZKLFK ZH FDQ (Bdp¥ndixLAQRgUNS: Radler,H W K H
No proud girls allowed)Those communities are traditionally organized, where the men

are empowered and brave patriots who stand up for liberty and the women stay at home
maintaining the domestic sphere and raising children who can fulfill their roles/duties.
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WKDW LQ WKDW VLWXDWLRQ WKHUH ZDVQYIYW D ZKROH OF
about the saHW\ Rl SHRSOH DURXQG PH™ JUHHGRP 1HZV 79

Proud Boy violence, instinctive reaction or not, feels good, even when it is after the
IDFW GHVFULEHG DV pSURWHFWLQJ WKRVH DURXQG PHT
keep in mind here th&roud Boys more often than not take to the stoaing for such
confrontation as that is part of the way they display their patriotism and defend America.
Moreover Proud Boy enemies are often described as cowardly but in more colorful
language; ProuBoys themselves serve as their exact foithasreal menPanman again:
$*UHDW PHQ QHHG WR NHHS VWDQGLQJ VWURXQUHHGRN QD
News TV, 2018. As such, Proud Boys, in their action and language, link mascutitity
real, geat men, who protect their women and childtevith violencell4

'KHQ 3URXG %R\V XVH WKH ZRUG pFKDXYLQLVWY WR
patriotic, masculine men who are brave and willing to stand up and fight when they are
called upon. Often, commeBtW RUYV DUH TXLFN WR UHIHU WR WKLV DV

it encapsulates a set of cultural norms that emphasize male power, aggression, and

W IXUWKHU 3DQPDQ DUJXHV WKDW 37KH\ KDYH QR ILIJKWI
foundation for them. They were throwing explosives into a crowd of peiby@es could

KDYH HDVLO\ EHHQ D EDE\ VWUROOHU QHDUE\ WKHUHTV |
DQRG VR RQ WKDW OHYHO \RX NQRZ \RX FDQW UHDOO\ KD
WR HOLPLQDWH WKHP DV D WKUH D Wis desdritibGdRthe lakkz vV 7 9
of etiquette and proper masculine qualities for fighting (threatening women and babies,
cowering behind women in the crowd, taking cheap shots, etc.), Panman and Jones proceed

to discuss the decline of masculinity andthe @i RI PDVFXOLQLW\ DV pWRJLF
114 %HIRUH 3DQPDQYYVY FRPPHQW DERXW JUHDW PHQ VWDQG
Rl KLV PHQ 3, JRWWD NHHS JLYLQJ KRQRU WR P\ ER\V EF
WKDW GD\" )UHHGRP 1HZV 79 oy, NobleB&aRIVA&sSENDeBHIMBAG %
DQG KLV peER\VY 3:HTUH ORRNHG DOPRVW DV VROGLHUV F
are looking at us to lead the way. While we will gladly step up and take our place where
WKH\ QHHG XV ZHYUH av¥ah,Q@OSHRSOH" 5XILRS3
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dominance over others, particularly women. While this is a useful term, Proud Boys
themselves are quick toaet against the phrase, turning accusations of toxic masculinity
RQ LWV KHDG E\ DUJXLQJ WKLQJYVY OLNH 3% JRRG PDQ LV
ZKHQ WR XVH LW $ JRRG PDQ LV QRW D PDQ ZKMRXLV ZHCL
FDQMW KDYIHY DOLYUBWWRKE) ZLWKRXW WKH PHQ ZKIGStEXLOW |
WHOOLQJ LV 3DQP DiQMigsitrasWRBXKIBYWLRQ R
Men need to be willing to stand up, more men need to be willing to stand up, and
WKDWTV NLQG RI P\ PLV\htR@omwmity] PoBiRyZ2kHWbId? #lQ
UDFHVY GRHVQYW PDWWHU \RXU VH[XDO RULHQWDW
country, because this country is the reason why you can be any race, any sexual
orientation, and live your life and be fr¢ereedom New3V, 201§
At this point, Panman is talking about male empowerment to stand up, be strong, be willing
to fight and engage in violenc®, be masculineNot in a toxic sense, but inteaditional
senselnterestingly enough, too, inmaulticultural senséls Violence and masculinity are
interwoven, but they are operationalized for a very specific purpose which in turns lends
Proud Boy language and behavior justification. That purpose is the restoration and
protection of (white) Western cultural values, alatied traditional values and American

YDOXHV DQG RIWHQ FRXFKHG LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI pWK

understand chauvinism as it functions in Proud Boy language and behavior through the

115 Daniel Martinez Hosang & Joseph E. Lowndes (2019) articulate a concept of
HPXOWLFXOW X U DRoodederg, Pa@dit€s | Rdtrihtst Race and the New Right

Wing Politics of PrecarityDV VX FK 3« Lyt Fbthfations Ehbt have easmpanied
7TUXPSTV ULVH KD Y-HatioqalWgtradd rariahddiGhakdt didcBurses in ways that

have openly facilitated the participation of some people of color in these movements. In
WKLV FRQWH[W FDOOV WR GHIHQHV WHL YR O€HBAMIGRI@Q T pF
YDOXHVY FDQ EH XVHG WR OHJLWLPDWH DQG UHSURGX
LQFOXVLRQDU\ DQG KLHDUDUFKLFDO" +RVDQJ IRZQGHYV
that multicultural masculinity is tied directly to tlkénds of Western (white) values that

such men must go to the lengths of violence to protect; protecting these values is patriotic
(chauvinist) and nationalistic, yet available to anyone willing to embody those traditional
masculine values.
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lens of nostalgia: in calling backtoaset ¥OWXUDO YDOXHY DQG B(EULQJLQ
VSLULW RI Rl ZKDW UHDOO\ HVWDEOLVKHG WKH FKDL

in violenceto act out their rightful and traditionaypermasculinitfRufioPanman, 2020).

Anti -Feminism and Hypemasculinity

Despite sesf SHUFHSWLRQV WKDW WKH\ pSURWHFW WKHLL
traditional masculinity, Proud Boys are decidedly -&emninist, if not downright
misogynist. They must be, in fact, so that those traditional masculine valug¢s thet
feminist enemies can be recovered and uphetdt, WKH uSUREOHPVY WKDW $PH
the present moment are a result of the fall of traditional gender roles and, with that, the fall
of masculine values. Gavin McInnes has stated this many tihasd other Proud Boys
convey a similar themé&or example:
Most guys my age are just really interested in sitting at home, masturbating, eating
cheerios, playing video games, smoking weed, trying to avoid responsibility at all
costs. | think most ofth 6 UREOHPYV ZH KDYH LQ WKH FRXQWU\ D
stepping up, doing the things that they have done forever, being providers, being
strong, being manl\{SBS Dateline, 2018]
If men were to step up, be providers, and be strong, then America woudttdreoifi.\What
is more interesting, however, is the consistent themantfmasturbationconveyed by
both Proud Boy leaders and members. Above, | described initiation rites for membership
in the Proud Boys; third degree initiation is a pledge to withifreich masturbation (in

some instances, once a month is permitted). In this masturbation ban, | argue that we see

Proud Boys, on the one hand, demandibgttermasculine man whsteps upather than

116 Another examle from Mclnnes:*7KH SOLJKW RI WKH :HVWHUQ PDOH
masculinity going on in the West, and it starts in kindergarten where children are punished
IRU EHLQJ UDPEXQFWLRXV ER\V DUH SXQLVKHG )IRU EHLC
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he who withdraws, sits in his basement, and masturttapgesnographyit is alsohere that
we also see the Proud Boys make a conscious effort to channel their virility toward more
(biologically) productive ends: reproducing the West. We might even locate a twinge of
anti-feminism here in that Proud Boys shifom the expression of sexual pleasure as
anything other than dutyrhatis true masculinity; spreading your seed for the purposes of
extending generations of whiteness beyond yainplybiology. Adhering to biological
impulses and being willing to dafid the expression of those impulses, in Proud Boy
estimation, is part of their responsibility. Proud Boys become men as they channel their
hypermasculinitgowards important collective ends.

This is only possible, though, if women were to step backetndén take the lead
as they always have and thus shodlden, the American cultural situation (and in turn the
political situation) would be improved. It is here that deathinism is part and parcel to
SURXG %R\ FXOWXUH VL QFHwhedHipdp beBauBeDoRthlshild @& VW | U
IHPLQLVP PRYHPHQW’ 6 %\8er BIWtHCHhiQ Wave feminismtand
feminism more generally, as some Proud Boys seghiit emasculated men and made it
acceptable for women to push their boundariegdMiave feminism introduced a myriad
of genders, upset the clarity of the gender binary, and accordingly unsettled traditional
gender roles. In this sense, Minna Stern (2019) convincingly argues that Proud Boys are
ODUJHO\ WUDAQYV SKR E lWHicé&sHFeDaKcidtedNdKarigid dégend ldfMnnate
ELRORJLFDO GLIIHUHQFHY DQG QDWXUDO KLHUDUFKLHV

man/woman, there cannot be clear gender roles, nor can there be a clear gender hierarchy
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to maintain. Importantly, too, Wiout the imposition of naturabiological hierarchies?’
(white) Western man8is at risk of erasure.

The Proud Boyspppositional and antagonistiaturepermits recognition of their
formation agyuite literallyagainstfeminismIn one Parler post fra an Ohio coalition of
Proud Boys  WKH URRW RI ZKDW ZH DUH XS DJDLQVW’ ™ LV GHVEF
with limited abilities to use reason and logic, driven completely by emotion, while being
simultaneously convinced of their supermisdom as ewdenced by their college
G H J Ul IFor 'Proud Boys, women are driven by emotion to make improper decisions
aboutthemselves, societynd politics. Feminism has coalescefiR P H €nfotions into
something that has destroyed American societyglermining the rightful, rational, and
logical place for menn their eyes, women with limited rational ability then make political
demands thatesult in sekharm. As the Parler post conter) describing an image of a
\RXQJ ZKLWH ZRPHQ KROGLQJ D p'HIXQG SROLFHY VLJQ 3°
standing in the way of her getting raped to de& 1RWH KHUH WKH FULWLFLVF

alleged limited decisioimaking capabilities tied to an afised racialized claim that white

117 At this point, Proud Boys begin to tread more seriously in white nationalist territory.

Their emphasis on traditional, natural, biological gender hierarchies makesryogasy

slippage into racial hierarchies on the basis of phony biology and raceescien

118 6\OYLD :\QWHU SURYLGHY DQ LPSRUWDQW FRQWH]\
GHFOLQH RI WKH :HVW DQG RI :HVWHUQ PDQ :\QWHU VKR
is based on the Western bourgeois understanding of the human being, overteisete

asall of humanity ,Q D SDUDOOHO PDQQHU ZKLWH YDOXHV KDY
‘HVWY ZKHUH PHQWLRQ RI WKH :HVW FRPHV WR LPSO\ pz
and of itself a mythological construction. As such, the implicatibProud Boy language

to defend the West, restore the West, and save the West, is to in effect encircle and shore

up whiteness.

119 Appendix A, Figure 9: Parler, Feminists we are up against.

120 Appendix A, Figure 9: Parler, Feminists we are up against.
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women need to be protected by the state from rape by enemy .@thédre same time,
violence is threateneshd directed at wonmewho make political stances for themselves.

In effect, Proud Boys happily aim to undo the victories of multiple feminisms over
the past severtfive years. In their view, feminism has raily shamed and guilted them
for being cigenderheerosexualwhite men; it has also completely upended gender
hierarchies, gender roles, anasicbiology*?* The Proud Boys rely heavily on a gendered
hierarchy, traditional gender roles, and family valudsey also emphasize the value of
their virility, demanding that hite women take up their mantle as breeding stock for the
ZKLWH UDFH 7KH ZRU Hre Quisly Britagdmisid_tQ Prgud Boys and their
understanding of masculinity, not only in the shame that feminism demands of Proud Boys,
but also in the struagtal changes to traditional hierarchies for which feminism is
responsibleBut it remains important to recognize that the Proud Boys amae@yanti
feminists who partake in white identity politics. An analysis of their gendered complaints
permits recgnition that the Proud Boys are chauvinist white nationalists.

All of this goes toward undermining the traditional Western values that the Proud

Boys lovel?2 Even women who have attempted to fight alongside Proud Boys are

121 As Alexandra Minna Stern (2019) puts itmoud Boys and The White Ethnostate:

How the AlRight is Warping the American Imaginatjcieminism in the estimation of

Proud Boys and others on the-@adtht spectrum locate feminism as a serious hurdle for
UHVWRULQJ WKH p:KLWH 5HSXEOLFY S ,Q KHU ZRUGV
and feminism has taken the key. The unfulfilling options left for men are to simulate
masculinity through video games, pornography, and-masraged activities. Thisan

only produce incels and beats, and dreary lives of clerkdom and masturbation. Masculinity

will be squelched; there will be no opportunities forfidkDNLQJ DQG PDVFXOLQH
(Minna Stern, 2019, pp. 885).

122§V 0LQQD 6WHUQ ousl BEyy/bdnwan ¥aKrher8dde falling behind,
EHFRPLQJ GHSUHVVHG DQG PDUJLQDOL]JHG DQG KDYH D
JLUOV DQG PHQ ZHUH PHQ ¢ 7KH PDLQ FXOSULWV RI WKL
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dismissed from the front liness #his is not their rolé23 As one antifeminist Parler
FRPPHQWDWRU DUJXHV 3 W LV WLPH ZH VWRS SUHWHQGI
women should be more like mé4 7KXV WKHUH FDQ EH QR VXFK WKLC
and women parading as such édeen implored as follows:

'HDU p3URXG *LUOVY« 6WRS« +LMDFNLQJ RXU IUDWHU
having their own club is exactly why we created this club in the first place. You
DUHQTW VXSSRUWLQJ XV <RXTUH KXuWdaQWaKtV <RXT
to know how to ACTUALLY support us? Get married, have children, cultivate
wonderful communities in which we can live in. To save the west we need
:20(1 %(,1* :20(1 1RW ZRPHQ WU\LQJ WR EH PHQ« :H
sincere love from the bottonf our hearts, get pregnant and get the fuck back in
the kitchernt25

There are a few important moments in this tirade: first, the existence of the Proud Boys as

a fraternity is predicated on the exclusion of worf¥énSecond, supporting men,
specifically Proud Boys but presumably other men too, requires women knowing their
SODFH DQG UHFRJQL]LQJ ZKHQ WUDQVJUHVVLQJ WKDW S
most importantlywomen must be wometbearing Western bads, maintaining Western

homes, cultivating Western communitieso uyVDYH WKH ZHVWY{ WR VDYH

which according to the Proud Boysuspvomen to assume-fitting male roles based on

the specious logic of gender equity. The cure for this malaise is the full restitution of the
male/emDOH PELRORJLFDO ELQDU\Y" S

123 As Proud Boy Noblebeard (his internet pseudonym) puts it on Pafewomen do

not belong on the front line at rallies or the battles that happen at Boeravery female

WKDW LV XSIURQW LWTV OHVV R\x& Dobhe tHerP Bt ¢allésSbeV KH U H
WKHUH LQ D VXSSRUW FDSD F Lhi&/hagkXWomearReZo bR prateGsd D FH L
They put us in jeopardy by being upfrent$ QG WKHUH LV QR 3* >3URXG *LUC
LV D 3% >3URXG %R\@ ,W ZLOO 1(9(3 XD YRPO ZLBR PGRHD QU
with his argument; one commenton thisParle post V D \ ¥xaétly. Women are to be
3527(&7(" /IHW WKH PHQ GR WKH ZRUN $QG PRUH PHQ WHF
like they need to. We need more and more men to wake up and stafg@upplemental

Content Parler, @Noblebeard, Women stay back).

124 Supplemental ContenParler, @Noblebeard, Women stay back

125 Appendix A,Figure 23:Parler, Doxxing feminist intellectuals.

126 7KLV PLJKW VHHP LQQRFXRXV VLQFH IUDWHUQLWLHV
nonetheless relevant here.
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FXOWXUH 7KLV ILWV ZLWK G M/ORSY 15 000K Bl (RXW BoERNYHH
MPDNH :HVWHUMNVEDBMY LWK WKHUBDRKIER @ FE\D © u PIRVWWXK
selfcontrol and for the sake of cultivating oneself as a man that a woman would
presumably want to have Western babies with. W ILWV ZLWK VRPH RI WKH 3U
tenets (which have been posted and reposted on PaglddjtRand other sites in meme

IRUP LQFOXGLQJ 3« 9HQHUDWLQJ WKH +RXVHZLIH DQC

&KDXYL®@LVP -

Visions of a White/Western America

First, their biological and heteronormative maleness, and now, their whiteness:
these arehte core aspects of Proud Boy identity that trefyuseto be shamed foiThese
are alseexistential aspecthat Proud Boys are determined to restore and prdtectrgue
that the Proud Boys espouse a (white) Western identity politics to the point gfiwdate
nationalists requires analysis of the following: (1) how their determination to protect
Western traditional values has been converted into white identity politics; (2) their avowed
antirwhite racism which rests on a pegatial vision of American aiety; (3) some
PHPEHUVY FRQFHUQ IRU pZKLWH JHQRFLGHT DQG \
mythologized whiteness upon which they rely for their calls to preserve and replicate
Western values. Inflecting each of these through the lens of natiomadistigia permits

recognition of the centrality of loss in their political project, of the existential gravity of

127 Asore 3URXG %R\ DUJXHV 30DVWXUEDWLRQ LV ODFN RI
control your impulses, you can control most aspects otjyoO LIH° 6% 6 'DWHOLQH
128 Appendix A, Figure 2: Reddit, Proud Boy core values & Appendix Rigure 3B:

Parler, Proud Boy core tenets.
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their situation as white cishet men, and of the reliance upon conspiratorial and
transcendental narratives of their history. Proud Boys léhgf D WLPH ZKHQ HZKLWH(
a prideful term that represented a culture of freedom, bravery, and strength.

:KDW PDNHV WKH $PHULFDQ FRQFHSW RI PZKLWHQHYV
being a settler colonial mentality in a multicultural context,teviniationalism is possible
as something inclusive so long as themsisimilationinto that whitenes&° That is to say,
this concept is not recognized by its proponents as the settler nationalism that it in fact is,
because they are not settlers: Amargare the originals. Whiteness in the American
context has thus been mythologifeain the outsetand it has consistently been imagined
as sharing a space with others but existibgvethose others. How, though, does it come
to pass that men of coloreanot just proud members of but in fact leaders of groups like
the Proud Boys?®° This remains a sticky question, but one | try to unpack by describing
WKH WUDQVODWLRQ RI UDFH LQWR FXOWXUDO YDOXHV P

postracial vison of America where onlgulture matters.

129 6DPXHO +XQWLQJWRQ DVNV 37R ZKDW H[WHQW
successors, and descendants foltber path of earlier immigrants and be successfully
assimilated into American society and culture, become committed Americans forswearing

other national identities, and adhere through belief and action to the principles of the
$PHULFDQ &UHHG" S "

130 Proud Boy Noblebeard describes Enrique Tarrio, chairman of the Proud Boys, as
IROORZV 3«>(QULTXH@ ZRXOG EH D WURSK\ WR WKHP \R
QDUUDWLYH KH FUXVKHV WKH QDUUDWLYH DFWXDOO\ D
KDYLQJ KLP DV RXU &KDLUPDQ 7KH\YfYH JRW QR DPPR DW
WU\ :H MXVW FRXQWHU WKHP ZLWK p:HORIghtMeW QRW ZK
Ep.4 | #LIVE Proud Boys Special with Tommy Robinson & Enrique T&@20). t is

FOHDU WKDW SDUW RI 7DUU & RAYXAVKKDIQU P\ 1) i KEEBUIKND WY YU 1D
also be noted that Tarrio often acts out the white hypermasculinity championed in and
through Proud Boy language and behavior.
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Nonetheless, concerns about Western cultural values are articulated as white
identity politics for a multicultural America. Consider, for example, this parley from a
Proud Boy associated account, arguingtp@8 HDFH ZLOO R Q @mekcplhasW ] ZKHC
ALL of the following: White Caucus, White Entertainment TV, White only Scholarships,
White Alliance, NAAWP, White History Month, White Lives Matter, White Only Clubs,
coalitions, organizations, eté3! In their estimation, if multiculturalism and identity
SROLWLFVY HQDEOHV VSHFLILFDOO\ phUDFLDOL]JHGY JURXS
LQGLYLGXDOV DQG JURXSV $IWHU DOO LI HTXDOLW\ LV V
groups shuld be established. Not missing the irony, then, Proud Boys are quick to call
multiculturalists and supporters of identity politics tieal racists since they, as Tarrio
VDLG DERYH FDOO SHRSOH RI FRORU E\ pWKH FRORU
MRXWKSLHFHVY IRU WKHLU ODUJHU DJHQGD SUHVXPDEO\
(this is the typical charge). If the enemy is going to continue to divide, then Proud Boys
demand the affirmation of their white identity, too.

This in part drives Prou@o R \ V ftrde€x@htiment; to be clear, even though Proud
Boys claim not to be racists, they are closer to-@ute in that they deny race is or should
be a concept to be dealt with. For example, as one Proud Boy fotds: WKLQN UDFH L
GXPE ,WYVGDFRWEKHSW &XOWXUH LV ZKHU SuppdftigDW =~ %
race with culture is an important move for Proud Boys because it eradicates the grounds
on which they can be called out as racists. Further, it not only enables them to rail against
antirwhite racism, which they argue is perpetrated by their myriad left enemies, but it also

HQDEOHYV WUDQVSRVLWLRQ RI ZKLWHQHVYVY LQWR WKH FRC

131 Appendix A,Figure 2: Parler, Peace exists when white people have
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to restore, protect, and perpetuatkite culturein Americawithout having to say so
explicity. RU H[DPSOH WDNH WKLV VDPH 3URXG %R\YV DI
frustrations:
If whites are a minority in this country to the point of where blacks were a minority
LQ WKLV FRXQWU\« WKHQ WKH ckKweyeé.s-AMotJoH wopreé U H D W H
DUH OLNH 3+D +D ILQDOO\ WLPH WKDW WKH ZKLWH .
KR" , GLGQTW GR DQ\WWKLQJ , KDYH QHYHU EHHQ L
ridiculous race groups that you guys came up with. [BBC Trending, 2019]
Thus, in their crusade against perceived white racism, they are avowedcests, since
this anttracism is how white families are protected from mistreatment. Yet, it is important
to note here the cognizance of the abuse of people of color in Amanca ths
cognizance serves only to provide historical evidence for what is to come as the white
majority declines in Americ&?2
W LV DIJDLQ WKHUHIRUH EHWWHU WR VDNWWRKBWL3IUR X
that they adhere to postracial vision of Americal3® This permits them to elide
responsibility for their racism at the same time as they can advocate subliminally for the
SUHVHUYDWLRQ Rl PZKLWH FXOWXUHY WeésterQoulBiRVHG LQV
Daniel Martinez Hosang and Joseph E/RZQGHYV GHVFULEH VXFK
WUDQVSRVLWLRQY DV WKH 3YDULHG zZD\V LQ ZKLFK UHSU

circulate. [It is] a process through which the meaning, valence, and signification of race

can be transferred fromone contexi URXS RU VHWWLQJ WR DQRWKHU’

132 Pyt anotherway?, ZDQW KLP WR OLYH LQ WKH $PHULFD WKDW
my grandson to be as marginalized as the Negros in the 60s. People hate white people. This
isapUREOHP ZLWK UDFH ~ %Heér&, & RBréu@ Boly Qekcribes the society

that he wishes to pass to new generations of Americans. Often a concern for the America

left over for future generations is conveyed by Proud Boys.

133 In my estimation, toothis post UDFLDO YLVLRQ LPSOLHV WKDW 3<R]
I UDWHUQLW\ WRR "~ LI \RX HVSRXVH WKH YDOXHV 3URXG
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accordingly becomes inlaid with the West and Western culture. Whiteness, too, becomes a
matter of upholding and enacting certain values, and in the context of the Proud Boys, these
values are theres articulated in the American revolution, founding, and constitution
WKDW LV WKH pVSLULW RI T $FFRUGLQJO\ LW ZRXO!
IROORZLQJ LQ DQ LQWHUYLHZ2 BAEWKVIH QRIMMHD QOQORERGR XV
rightt I URP JHQHUDWLRQ WR JHQHUDWLRQ WKH IRXQGLQJ Sl

JULGD\ 1LJKWYV B ThaseSouhding principles established the white Western
FXOWXUH DW VWDNH LQ WKH 3URXG %R\VY &jualiyxJJOH D.
EUDYHU\ DQG D UHYROXWLRQDU\ VSLULW« EXW RQO\ IRU
for those who caact out that role

Whiteness as it flows through Proud Boy language and action is thus more complex

than skin color. Though itisSSLFDOO\ FORDNHG LQ WKH ODQJXDJH R
FXOWXUHY DQG WKH pUHYROXWLRQDU\ VSLULWY WKHU
demands for the preservation of whiteness come to the fore. For example, soon after the
election of Joe Biden ad.S. President in November 2020, there was a brief, albeit
revealing, conflict within Proud Boy membership, which Proud Boys have since brushed
off. White nationalist and former Proud Boy member, Kyle Chapman, argued for the
removal of Tarrio from the Clvananship of the group* & KDSPDQTV GawereR QWHQW

is not simply with Tarrio, whom he declares has failed to conduct himself with honor on

134 This story was reported bjhe Sun Sentin€R020, November 11)[he Daily Beast
(2020, November )1andNewsweek2020,November 1). Newsweekites a tweet by an
antifascist network (@berkelyantifa) from November 9, 2020 containing screenshots of
&KDSPDQYYVY 7HOHJUDP PHVV¥DOWWHG HIFERXSEIQJ WKH VR
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WKH EDWWOHILHOG EXW DOVR ZLWHK%W\KHGGHNRXVGELD R\IV u
QHIJURYT WRSOBQG FFHWK LWWLQJ pKRPRVH[XDOV DQG RWKH
Subsequently, ChapmabhKDUNLQJ EDFN WR 3URXG %R\ u6HUJHDQW
for brave men and patriots to stand up and fight to protect their commusdiaisnsto
MEROGGOGUBVYVY WKH LVVXH pdudly dasating thet Ré-Wili® Hbfigersit
backas whites are allegedly murdered in the stréetsis words:
We will boldly address the issues of White Genocide, the failures of
multiculturalism, and the right fowhite men and women to have their own
countries where white interests are written into law and part of the body politics.
We will no longer stand by as Whites are murdered in the streets because of the
color of their skin]@berkleyantifa202(Q
Chapman, Wo established the Fraternal Order of the-Klights, a militarized group
associated with the Proud Boy8,had actually not been a part of the Proud Boys for a few
\HDUV DW WKH WLPH KH DWWHPSWHG WR XQVHDW 7DUULF
defense against the revelation that Proud Badgshave white nationalist tendencies.
Despite the failureof this SeFDOOHG pFR X 8Botfi oétedDn8B3&fas a white
nationalistanddisplayed the dangerous underbelly of Proud Boy ideology.
M:KLWH *HQRFLGHY LV XOWLPDWHO\ D FRQVSLUDF\ W
population is on the one hand detlignin numbers while on the other hand being actively

replaced by people of color and of mixed raté3he blame here is allocated in multiple

SODFHV )LUVW WKHUH DUH WKH ZKLWH pUDFH WUDLWRI

1B W& XFNY LV D YHUE RIWHQ XVHG E\ VghsRYweakR@ssVerKH ULJ
servility. tcomes fromW KH WHUP pFXFNKROGY ZKLFK LPSOLHV D PCLC
13 SFFRUGLQJ WR7 MK H UsRBX& TV | RIEEIQh&HIChdapr&hHdDgAhized

FOAK after a melee with count@rotestors in Berkeley, Catifnia, to protect and defend

our rightwing brethrerfthrough gtreet activism, preparation, defense and confront§tion
(Southern Poverty Law Center).

137 The Christchurch shooter infamously opened his manifée® Great Replacemerats

VXFK 33 WVWKKHDOWHV«" UHSHDWHG WKUHH WLPHV
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reproductive roHV WKLQN OF,QQHVY FRPPHQWY DERXW PDNLQ.
H[SOLFLWO\ IRU WKH VDNH RI WKH ZKLWH UDFH 6HFRQG
ODU[LVPYT VHUYH DV ERJH\PDQ ZKLFK KDYH QRW PHUHO\ I
but activdy topple white culture and values. Finally, most decisively, blame is placed upon
SHRSOH RI FRORU ZKR LPPLJUDWH WR :HVWHUQ FRXQWUI
7KH p*UHDW 5HSODFHPHQWY LPS GokdhGurit\whick th&\whité HQ R F L (
nationalist political subject orients himself to fight for a specific culture and a place for
those values to persist. Proud Boys already proclaim themselves as fighting agaitist loss
the loss of certain values, the loss of a place to act out thoses,vatuwell as a loss of
pride in them. It is just that they go about thastalgicallyby constructing a mythology
of whiteness, which is smartly cloaked in general enough language (even then, only
sometimes). Moreover, coupling evocations of nostagdgeneralized language about
lost values means that they can have serious reach. For them, it is not just the West,
America, and men that are under threat and under attack. It is atsatftated American
ideals like traditional values, liberty, ratidityg, masculinity, and the specifically American
revolutionary spirit £declaring liberty and equality for all while murdering indigenous
peoples and enslaving Africans. The birthrates, after all, are a bit abstract; but acting out
with impunity +accordig to the mythologized whiteness they have constructésl
personal. Around this loss, the Proud Boy, a white nationalist subject, is formed.

While 20152016 was a formative year for the Proud Boys given the election of
Donald Trump to U.S. President, 282021 was another important moment: it was the
moment Trump allegedly had the election stolen from him, the do or die moment when

groups like the Proud Boys realhad tostand up for the values that they had spent the
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previous five years loudly and vialdy espousing. If voter fraud could happen at such a

VFDOH WKHQ DV 3DQPDQ DVNV RQ 'HFHPEHU 3

GHPRFUDF\ QR SHDFH" 5XILR3DQPDQ 2Q 3DUOHU
I is apparent now more than evéirat if you are a patriot, you will be targeted and

WKH\ ZLOO FRPH DIWHU \RX [IXQQ\ WKLQJ LV WKDW WKH

WKHP <RXYYH FKRVHQ \RXU VLGH EODFN DQG \HOORZ WI

everyone elsel3® Commentson his next most recent Parley from the day after January 6,

2021 +the day of the Capitol InsurrectiohLQFOXGH ppYLROHQFH LV WKH IL

IRU SHDFH LV RYHUTY . P& anbtheFRi@Xpds RQ WLPH
The election was stolen. But @fW VWRS ILIJKWLQJ 7KH /HIW QHY
7TUXPS DV WKHLU SUHVLGHQW DQG \RX GRQYW KDYH
Channel your anger into activism. Channel your energy into the creation of a
UHYROXWLRQ ,WYIV WKH RQWKZNM\ FZARXQWH\IRRQJW RR
QDWLRQ ZDV ERUQ RXW RI D UHYROXWLRQ ::H ZHUH .
keep it140

Note again the significance of patriotic revolution, the need to restore that revolutionary

spirit such that the Republic candmved. The founders channetkdir anger into political

revolution, and men like the Proud Boys are committed to doing the same. Then, cloaking

WKH SDWULRWLF VSLULW LQ FRQVSLUBWRUXBG WKDWYV 3\

Proud Boys are tht ORVHVW WKLQJ SDWULRWY KDYH WR D PLOLW

138 Appendix A, Figure 8: Parler, Patriots are coming for you.

139 Supplemental ContenParler @RufioPanman, Jan 6 calls for violence.

140 Appendix A,Figure 15: Parler, Channel your anger

141 nSDWULRWYV ZLQY LV WKH QHZ UHSODFHPHQW VLWH IRU
part individuals and groups organized and planned tantmsin sightprior to the Capitol
Insurrection on January 6, 2021. Individuals on this site posted gaotibyfeeir families

prior to January 6, asked about the locations of high value targets, and went as far as to ask
when the orders to kill communists would come through.
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a bunch of guys, meeting at the bar for drinks to discuss how to break away from an

RSSUHVVLYH JRYHUQPHQW 7KH GHHS VWD%H GRHVQITW Z
Therearenumerousmportant points to pull out of this series of statements. First

and foremost, these words turned out to be much more than just words, what with the

Capitol Insurrection unfolding. A significant number of Proud Bayiscluding Rufio

Panmanzwere spotted aW KH &DSLWRO DQG KDYH VLQFH EHHQ FKD

your average, everyday Americans as Proud Boys call theuith patriotic sentiment,

inspired by the narrative of loss and the mythology constructed in and through Proud Boy

rhetoric,also tookto the Capitoin large numbersSecond, the consistent reference to the

IRXQGLQJ ZRUNV KHUH ILUVW E\ MXVWLI\LQJ vamdH YLROH

second, by suturing together a mythologized whitebeds from an idealized past plus

the struggle of the present moment. Thet that this mythology is one specifically of

whiteness is further covered over by reference to American founding principles and to the

revolutionary spirit of 1776 because they are abstract and can apply to everyone; this,

though, relies upon strategicstorical whitewashing. Finally, in their obsession with

elevating the white (Western) male, giving them space to be proud again, to bapstand

men with traditional families, to fight for their communities and fbaeir future

generations Proud Boys areltimately chauvinist white nationalists, and they ultimately

UHO\ RQ PORVWY ZKLWH YDOXHV WR MXVWLI\ WKHLU ODQ

both members and supporters in their struggle for recovery.

142 Supplemental Contenpatriots.win, The civil war is already here.
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Freedom, Faith, and PatriotPrayer

On November 28, 2020, Joey Gibson, founder and leader of Patriot Prayer, is
introduced to speak at a rally in Olympia, Washington. He is described as not merely an
DFWLYLVW EXW DV D FDWDO\VW |DaEStepdcErdamom DRV LQ W
constant warrior, who fights and risks his life in the streets every day, encouraging others
to get out and do the same, all the while spreading his love for God and for America. At
the same moment, another rally attendee walks behind Gibson, gajég representing
The Three Percente¥8 a farright antt JRYHUQPHQW PLOLWLD JURXS *L
blessed this country with freedom so we gotta act like it and fight for it as hard as we
possibly can, we gotta make sure our children and our dgnddidn have that freedom
WRR™ 7MRHONHU 7KH ILJKW IRU ITUHHGRP KHUH D¢
3DWULRW 3dstiovletior] Vhiy fij@ hlso has mulienerational implications.

At a different rally in Olympia, on January 6, 20&ipson pontificated further:
S$PHULFD KDV EHHQ DVOHHS IRU WRR ORQJ :HYYH EHHQ
FDQQRW DOORZ WKHVH FULPLQDOV WR UXQ WKLV FRXQW

WKHVH FULPLQDOV FRPPLW WKHVHDRFIWAWRRIZDDUDROP WK

143 The Three P FHQWHUV GH YV F U IABDiHferK tyfe sHPaoH Mo vierdent?

'XULQJ WKH $PHULFDQ 5HYROXWLRQ WKH DFWLYH IRUFH
never amounted to more than 3% of the colonists. Three Percenters today, for the most
part, icentify with this 3% because they were true patriots fighting for the freedoms the

nation we love and honor was founded on+ R P H $Wfipd kthreepercentrepublic.com/

A number of Three Percenters have siteen identified as participating in the Capitol
Insurrection; it is also worth noting the conspiratorial and mythological rearticulation of

the American Revolution embedded in their name and description: they are thetsmall

three percent of the populah, to be exacttrevolutionary portion of patriots willing to

do anything zincluding storm the Capitol buildng WR ILJKW IRU pWKH ITUHHC
QDWLRQY 5HIHUHQFH WR WKLV P\WWKRORJL]HG KLVWRU\ V
and to justy on a cosmic level their oftewiolent fighting.
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(Tjoelker, 2021)! The fight for freedom, here, on this day, has reached a dire moment: will
there be an awakening? Will there be strength, faith, and resolve for this fight? Will the
people be able to take their freedom bfokn the criminals? Gibson brings together the
following: (1) an articulation of lost valuesfreedom, most importantly: (2) a demand
WR WDNH DFWLRQ URRWHG LQ D P\WKRORJLFDO VWUX
justification not only of thosgalues but also of the violent struggle necessary to reclaim
them; and (4) a conspiratorial framework for explaining how it could be that the criminals
have been able to take away our freedatpgople have beeamsleep blind to their evil
machinations.

While Patriot Prayer shares several similarities with Proud Bbgsch as the
propensity for violence and provocation in the stretad while often Patriot Prayer and
Proud Boy members are found together at rallies especially in the Pacific Northwest,
Patriot Prayer remainsdistinctpublic, offering distinct membership perks and articulating
slightly different goals. In sum, Patriot Prayer is a grouhbfistian freedom fighters
After all, their most notable characteristic is their religiosity aithf articulated not just
in their name but also in the serrrlite speeches Joey Gibson gives on a regular basis.
Put differently, in the context of their respective struggles, Proud Boys, on the one hand,
emphasize masculinity and Western chauvinismileadn the other hand, Patriot Prayer
emphasizes freedom and Christian values. In 208 UHSRUWHG 3DWULRW 3UD\
statementast HQFRXUDJLQJ WKH FRXQWU\ WR ILJKW IRU IUHHC
God to guide us in the right directiofCoaston). Gibson, in his own words, has argued

WKDW 3DWULRW 3UD\HU VWDQGV XS IRU 3IUHH VSHHFK L
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Francisco, 2017). Freedom and faith are key for Patriot Prayer; these values intertwined
drive their struggle.
At the same time, they do share in a similppositionaframework as Proud Boys
do, except where Proud Boys articulate themselvemaguilt and anti-shame Patriot
Prayer articulates itself ati-left-wing. As Gibson puts it:
:H DUH DW ZDU WLhaveWwo WiktAe<hearts and minds of the people,
show the people the truth, the truth is that ANTIFA and BLM in Portland
VSHFLILFDOO\ WKH\ GRQYW FDUH DERXW %ODFN OLY
what they want to do is bring in an authorgarigovernment, they are sponsored
E\ WKH HOLWLVWYVY WKH\fUH VSRQVRUHG E\ SHRSOH
up the people of PortlanfNorth Idaho Exposed, 2028ept 8]
+HUH *LEVRQYYVY HQHP\ PHWKRGV DQG PLMWVIFR@NMDUH RXW
%/0 LQ BRUWODQG HGR QRW FDUH DERXW VRFLDO MXVWLEF
MDXWKRULWDULDQLVPY $QG DV *LEVRAQ tdihewagcisnww 3<RX
communism, authoritarianism, elitists, politicians, and all geeple who are trying to
destroy this middle class 1RUWK ,GDKR ([SRVHG 0D\ ,Q
P\WKRORJL]HG $PHULFDQ PLGGOH FODVV LV DW VWDNH *
DQG pZLQQLQJ WKHLU KHDUWYV D @dpleRrdp G&/rMefakidls plaH HQ W K
of the elite sponsoredlef LQJ FURQLHV *LEVRQ 3EHOLHYHV LQ *RG
DQG 6DWDQ " DQG DV KH DUJXHV 3, EHOLHYH WKDW WKH
ZLWKLQ KXPDQV WR W NichbISRW.IB.U20/E. IGibsBrRVIGdNt this war,
against evil, for freedom, with truth and the American people on his side.
This snippet highlights the three defining features of Patriot Prayer, which | will
display in turn: first, their oppositional/afeft-wing framework to the point which Patriot

Prayer members admit that th@guld not existvere it not for the presence of their enemy;

second, their emphasis on religiosity, piousness, love, hope, and belief for both motivating
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individuals to taked their cause and morally justifying their behavior; third, and finally,
their emphasis on freedom and liberty as against an oppressavad potentially

authoritariantgovernment.

Evil Antagonisms

SDWULRW 3UD\HU faoniboQtatidndl Ri@e dhvihe Btr&etissreflected in
their oppositional birth: the group itself was born out of a desire to oppose and confront
left-ZLQJ DFWLYLVP LQ WKH 3DFLILF 1IRUWKZHVW $W WKHL
going into farleftcitLHV ZKHUH EDVLFDOO\ LI \RX KDG DQ RSSRVLC
EH FKDVHG RXW 7KRVH FKDVHG RXW LQFOXGH LQ *LEV
SFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLVWY® 1RUWK ,GDKR ([SRVHG 6H
GibsonaVR KLQWYVY DW WKH plUHH VSHHFKY EHOLHIV LQODL
SURWHFWLQJ plUHH VSHHFKY DQG pSXEOLF GHEDWHY ZRX
would, as Gibson has explicitly not&d.Other Patriot Prayer members also recogriieze t
RSSRVLWLRQDO IDFWN&bbdyWioHId PayHdtie MidhH® ésHN liBeral
SRUWODQG ZH ZRXOG EH D FRXSOH RI FUD]JLHV QXWFDV
SODWIRUP :HYG KDYH EHHQ OLNH IRXU RU I[ANHFAX\V ZDY
arel] WKH RQHV WKDW (GInds,R20X0Y. It D&kEsX&hse to consider that publics
often form around a perceived threat against their interests. In the case of Patriot Prayer,

the claim is that ANTIFAand lefZ LQJ DFWLYLVWYV ZgidwpstcorskriatiieQJ R XW

144 In an interview with journalist Sergio Olmos (who was givertwmarecord access to
Joey Gibson and other Patriot Prayer members in a serieslepih interviews), Gibson
quite literally notes that3$17,)$ PDGH PH” 20 P RUhderscore BauhtlHof
Others Seriedittps://www.underscore.news/work/baafiothersseries
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and constitutionalist onegthat did not share in their lefting point of view. Patriot Prayer
formedagainstthis left activism.

What is more interesting, though, is the moral and conspiratorial language used to
imbue ANTIFA and ther vaguely lefZLQJ DFWLYLVWYV ZLWK pFRVPLF HQ
because of their quashing of morally important American idealsfidedom Gibson
paints the enemy nefariouslyL W ZDV WKH VRFLDO MXVWLFH ZDUULRU
the politicalcorrectness in America had gotten in terms of the SJWs. How they want to
FRQWURO RXU VSHHFK DQG RXU WKRXJKWV DQG KRZ WK
W.B. 2018).It is not just that American freedom is prohibited by social justice warriors, as
Gibson puts it. It is also that thought control, brainwashing, and curtailed freedom of speech
go hand in hand. The implication here is that while Gibson recognizes the nefarious
conspiracy at play, either because he is keened in on some knowledge useliechas
faith in God and Truth, otheare blindto it. Gibson, theniustbe the catalyst, and he
takesitashisGedLYHQ PLVVLRQ WR GR VR ,Q KLV ZRUGV 3)LQ
do what | can to make change. Now, from when | wake up lugdito bed, | want to have
VRPH VRUW RI LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH ZRUOG" 20PRV

In standing up for freedom and love, as he claims to do, Gibson locates in ANTIFA
DQG WKHQOHIW ODFN RI UHVSHFW D ODFN RI ORYH ZH ¥k
dLYLVLRQ DQG LI ZH GRQTW KDQGOH WKDW DW D JUDVVU
FOX 2 San Francisco, 2017). Where ANTIFA forces hatred and division by calling people
out for their microaggressions and political correctness, Gibson and Patriet &ffay an
DOWHUQDWLYH 3:HOO IRU PH LWV UHDOO\ DERXW EXL

RWKHU DQG VWDUWY ORRNLQJ DERYH™ 1LFKROV : %
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IDLWK LQ *RG DQG UHFRJQLWLRQ Weod&/thR, fand ivstdead] QJ DE
ZRUU\ DERXW ZKDW *RG WKLQNV" 1RUWK ,GDKR ([SRVHG
The ironyhereLV WKDW GHVSLWH EHLQJ IRUPH® RXWR BRF HD\Q
in the Pacific Northwest, Patriot Prayer claims to work for unity anc.loMheir
oppositional articulation nonetheless remains necessary for making important moves. It
lends Patriot Prayer moral justification for antagonism, iaf@tatestheir struggle in the
context of freedom$V *LEVRQ SXWV LW 3:H DEWXQ@ SL KDW HZ KVHKIDH/
gonna stand up for what we believe in, unapologetically and unafraid. Our country is
JHWWLQJ VRIW LWITV JHWWLQJ VRIW DQG ZH QHHG OHDC
also stands for love over hate and centers the pdwiiee dmerican people as opposed to
SROLWLFLDQVY DQG HOLWHYV ZKR RWKHUZLVH DUH SDUW
Gibson has firmly placed the power and influence in his own hands, as a strong leader

willing and able to do whatever is necegsar

SHGHPSWLRO WKURXJK p7UXWKY

Gibson, however, was not always steongleader, the tall and steady beacon for
others which he is now as leader of Patriot Prayer. Now, in his leadershisitmen
UHIHUV WR KLPVHOI DV D pOLJKWKRXVHT

Not with my words but through our actions. Being a lighthouse is basically just
standng©D OO ZLWK D YHU\ FRQVLVWHQW PHVVDJH QR P
like a beacon for other people who are nearby or watching or listening to the videos.
God wants me to preach a certain truth to people and to protect that truth whatever
it may be. ESHFLDOO\ ZKHQ ZHYUH VXUURXQGHG E\ VR P
[Nichols, W.B. 2018

Note here that his behavior as a leader and beacd@as-given missionHis Godgiven

PLVVLRQ PRUHRYHU LV WR PpSUHDFK D FHUWait®@ WUXWK
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LQVSLUH SHRSOH WR MXVW VWDQG XS IRU ZKDW WKH\ Et
(OImos, 2019). This highlights another important feature of Gibson and Patriot Prayer:
$PHULFDQV VKRXOG LQ *LEVRQYV HVWihPBHWHRQL Y WKPG
WKLQN WKH\ KDWH \RX WKH\ GHVSLVH \RX LWV RND\ W
News, 2018, Aug 4). flat means fighting fowho they arefor their beliefs and values
especiallywhen under threat.

But Gibson has admitted at mplé points that, in the past, masasleep much
OLNH PDQ\ $PHULFDQV DUH LQ WKH SUHVHQW PRPHQW 3
ZDV DVOHHS IRU D ORQJ WLPH , ZDV LQ D VOXPEHU ,TY
FKDQJH IRU WKH ZRUOG" 20PRYV 7KH I@RswhaR |1 *LEVR
anyonecan wake frontheir slumber, if only they have Faith in God and so can see the
Truth as Gibson doedn an interview with Alex Jones, Gibson tries to rally Hkéended
OLVWHQHUYV YLHZHUV E\ DGPLWWLQJ WKOW BKRQ &DD YRGHRX]
WKHUH DQG SDUWLFLSDWH DQG LW ZDV D VSLULWXDO HI[S
GR QRWKLQJ \RX VD\ QRWKLQJ WKHQ \RX DUH MXVW DV

*LEVRQYYV VSLULWXDO H[SHVMHQ¥FKHWKHARV KL WABRZD
UHDOL]DWLRQ WKDW KH FRXOG pPDNH FKDQJH IRU WKH
Second, there is his participation in changing the world and recruiting others to wake up
from their slumbers and do the same.

Castng this experience into a spiritual register seems to enable Gibson to declare
that the situation ibeyond politcs ,Q RWKHU ZRUGV DV *LEVRQ DUJXH
YHUVXV ULJKW WKLQJ WKLV LV JRRG YHUVXVekh#tLO"~ 1RL

HWKH VLWXDWLRQY LV SXUSRVHIXOO\ DPELJXRXV DQG W
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antagonistic enemytleft-wing activists and their penchant for authoritarianignsuch
ambiguity serves the alternative purpose of making the enemy higger fluid, and more
difficult to pin down. The enemy becomes scarier in ambiguity. The enemy, too, becomes
powerful and all encompassing. Gibson casts the situation as such at a rally in Oregon City
in September of 2020:

7KLV ZRUOG V HH Pé&fytBing\ybind. W ByaidsRUY, they got the media,

they got the social media giants, they got all that going for them, they got the

money, they got the politicians, but they got nothing on God. This hatred is going

to get bigger and stronger, and it willtmue to persecute you as long as you allow

it to work. It will only work adong as you remain in your house and remain silent

[Ponte, 202D
All thisevil tWKH YDVW FRQVELQU®MNKH FRWBWHPSW pWKH\Y KRC
WKLQN GLIGHDNAHHQAONOFFMRQVHUYDWLYHY DQG FRQVWLWXWLR
ZLOO SHUVHFXWH $PHULFDQV pbDV ORQJ DV \RX DOORZ LW
Gibson recognizes, after all, the difficulty of waking up and facing this great evil lzecaus
he was once asleep as well. But, with Gibson as catalyst for awakening, and the American
VSLULW WKHUH WR EH UHFD O QKOG WWKSL ULV W VF B IQWEH. ¥ OF
each and every single one of you. While yes, this country has faieg asleep, the
$PHULFDQ VSLULW KDV EHHQ IDOOLQJ DVOHHdelkezH JRWW
2021). It should at this point be clear that Gibson has found a way to weave together

spiritual and religious belief, conspiratorial languaayeg existential meaning all into the

justification of the fight that Patriot Prayer undertak€slThe closer Gibson gets to 2020

145 2QH XVHU RQ 3 DUOHU LQWHUZHDYHYV WKHVH Q$8SLULWXD
joey gibson. What if were coming at this situation were in the wrong way? What if logic

facts common sense and articulation dont work because we are not up agaimst man
principality but the dark entities that have infiltrated our realm to steal our souls and
hijacked human consciousnéss«l believe | have knowledge im not spose to have. | know

how to slay archonand | know people who could help. You shoud start asthpreacher
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t+the imposition of COVIBD19 pandemic measures followed by the U.S. Presidential
election tand 2021 tthe Capitol Insurrectio xthe more dire his fight for liberty gets.
Patriot Prayer encapsulates the process of awakening, through to spiritual redemption, and
accordingly on to a more widespread restoration of what has been not simply takehut

away,

Losing our Beautiful America

$W WKH p+D]DUGRXV /LEHUW\Y 5DOO\ KHOG £ Q 20\P:
around the time of Summer 2020 where conservatives were beginning to express their
distaste for mask mandates and shutdowns in the wake of the CTfiBndemict Joey
GbVRQ DUWLFXODWHYVY WKH GLUHQHVV RI WKH VLWXDWLRC
&RQVWLWXWLRQ LW LV QRW JRLQJ WDH WEHLHBIV\d 2AMTE8 RG
PDNH VDFULILFHV ZH DUH JRLQJ WR O R\EkpOaeH, 202 HD XW LI
7TKRXJK D GHFLGHGO\ VPDOOHU SRUWLRQ RI 3DWULRW 3U|
Boys,loss QRQHWKHOHVV ILIJXUHV LQWR *LEVRQYV DUWLFXC
PRPHQW pu$ EHDXWLIXO $PHULFD Yty YorsQnablyywitw &lsi DW R C
hazardstfree speech, free thought, the American spirit, patriotism, faith in God, family,

and community are all slipping away.

man. | think PRAES5 3$75,276 LV D JUHDW VWDUW '& #WKH']RQH
(2020, Dec 26)1RWH WKDW ORJLF DQG FRPPRQ VHQVH ZRQTW Z
there are evil and dark entities involved. Such evil entities are wisaighr refers to as
MDUFKRQVY PRUH FRPPRQO\ NQRZQ DV WKH PDOHYROHQYV
also the living experience of human beings. This user may have special knowledge of how

to defeat said beings, but thankfully, in their view, PatAoayer is a start. While this

particular post could be written off as the writings of a crazed or disillusioned individual,

| think it nonetheless conveys the marriage of spiritual and conspiratorial themes conveyed

in the language of Joey Gibson andfeitow Patriot Prayer warriors.
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Beyond thiswho you ares at stake, as well as your worth as an individual. Gibson
often preachs that you cannot bgelfish you must believe in something bigger than
yourself to experience fulfillment, you must act to protect your values and communities,
and you must be willing to sacrifice for all of this. This takes recognition of wiauis
RI KRZ WR SURWHFW LW RI ZKHQ WR ILJKW IRU LW *LEV
HYHQ KDYH WR GR ZKDW ZH GR EXW GR ILQG VRPHWKLQJ
WKDW ZH JRWWD EULQJ EDFN LQWR WKLWhE ReXt@aidJ\ ZH U
LQ WKH KHDUW DQG , KDYH PLVVHG WKDW IRU \HDUV’
fighting for the community+building a family and bringing back the American spirit.
*LEVRQ FRQWLQXHV 32QRZ ,TP KHUH OihgrtheQnvhyRie GAddHD P E'L
EXLOW PH"™ .*: 1HZV /LY L Q IwidhvfaitiR Gatrdtishh VaRdld E H G
family LV pOLYLQJ WKH GUHDPYT IRU *LEVRQ 7KLV FRXOG
restoring the American dream, too.

The bssthat Gibson desdres includesot just freedom and liberty but also the
livelihood of the American middle class, the American everyman and his family. As with
RWKHU XVHV RI WKLV NLQG RI ODQJXDJH WKH pPLGGO!
UHSUHVHQW DM R B RHHD&EObIdN ag Wellypically does, emphasizes
that belief must be turned into action the local level But local fights have global
consequencegin other words, local actions have positive consequences and meaning

beyond \R XWHken you iKW IRU \RXU ORFDO FRPPXQLW\ \RXTUF

146 This mythologizing tendency is developed to greater lengttyi@hapter 3Nationalist
Nostalgia American Style
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yourselves or even this country, you are fighting for people across the globéM RHO N H U
2020).

Action in the local community remains key because elitists and politicians cannot
be trusted, whatvith their tendency for corruption all the way to the point of fascism,
communism, and authoritarianism. On the day of the Capitol Insurretiamuary 6, 2021
+Joey Gibson spoke at another rally in Olympia, Washingtal HQ \RX KLGH EHFD)>
\RXTUBILBKUZHTUH JRQQD ORVH HYHU\WKLQJ DQG ZH ZLOGQG
have already seen in the year 2020. Think about what happened in 2020. Overnight, they
GHVWUR\HG WKH &RQVWLWXWLRQ « L Vjolker 202W KH VWD
While Gibson himself was not present at the Capitol Insurrectiomdsgresent at the
2UHJRQ 6WDWH &DSLWRO EXLOGLQJ ZKHQ SURWHVWRUYV
December 21, 20287 For Patriot Prayer, it is about protecting personal freedgordghe
Constitution against an authoritarian government. Gibson and his followers display a
willingness to engage in the fight with God on their side, through a path of awakening,
UHGHPSWLRQ DQG UHVWRUDWLRQ ZKLFXOZDOW VRHQY H7 K
willingness, and subsequent local action, rewbalpotential of theChristian freedom

fighterscalled Patriot Prayer.

147ThiswaV UH S R U W H GTie\CerteH SoRa@@0Z0) This incident comes up again

after the US Capitol Insurrection when it was alleged that an Oregon legislator (security
footage of the occurrence later proved this to have happened) let protestors into the Oregon
Capitol on that day. Thiwasreported by docal Oregon News StatiotKOIN 6 (2021)

which alsoreports that Gibson was among the individuals inside the Oregon Capitol.
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The Joint Quest for Saving American Values

Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer have both recognized that this moment is a
threatening one, and thpatriots need to do something to prevent evil from seizing the
$PHULFD WKH\ ORYH VR GHDUO\ (QULTXH 7DUULR SURFO
RQO\ WKLQJ QHFHVVDU\ IRU WKH WULXPSK .R$JdeyLO« LV
*LEVRQ UHDVVXUHYVY SDWULRWYV WKDW 3(YLO UXQV VR IDV
WRS WKH\fUH QRWKLQJ EXW OLDUV WKH\JfUH KXQJU\ IR
Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer cast the problem which they have zedagainst into a
conspiratorial register: this ihe cosmic battle against evil teave American values
Conspiratorial languagetwhich has flourished for some time in the U.S. but has been
spread exponentially since the election of Donald Trump in62@e COVID19
pandemic, the antockdown protests of summer 2020, and the racial justice protests after
the murder of George Floydhas provided the glue to solidify a coalition of white
nationalists who strategically go by other names. Conspiralangliage, too, has brough
ever more Americans to the fight against those who would tear America apart, demolish
American history, and undermine American values. It should not have been a surprise to
see this fight come to the U.S. Capitol on January 8120

At this point, too, those American values have been mythologized over again
through group language, though with distinct inflection. Where Proud Boys cast American
values througlthauvinist white nationalispadding emphasis on masculinity, traditibna
gender roles, and a nostalgic reading of the American founding, Patriot Prayer casts those

same values through acts@firistian freedom fightingadding emphasis on faith in God,

148 Appendix A, Figure 8: Parler, Proud Boy enemies.
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spiritual awakening, and the struggle for liberty against @ailwhat ed, though, has the

mythology of whitenes&that is, ofWesterrtivilization, of Americanvalues, oimasculine

identty +tEHHQ DUWLFXODWHG DQG VXVWDLQHG" 3,l« ZH DUH .
and amusement, for inflating our national ego, amthg us a false but pleasurable sense

RI DFFRPSOLVKPHQW WKHQ ZH PXVW "~ DV : (% 'X%RL
P\WKPDNHUV RI KLV GD\ DGPLW IUDQNO\ WKDW ZH DUH .
to influence and educate the new generation dlovKH zZD\ ZH ZLVK"™ S
mythology of whiteness has a quasstorical shine to it, one that beckons a collective

memory of white greatness in the before times. Moreover, this mythology has a specific
purpose: to reach ever more adherents, undbeegreat losses whites face, articulate the

enemy of the people, wake patriots up to reality. Importantly, too, whiteness needs an Other
SWR PDLQWDLQ LWV YHU\ FRKHUHQFH DORD A LB HIQGHQW E|
rhetoric of white natiorests is directed toward, or perhaps rather predicated upon, a
IXQGDPHQWDOO\ P\WKLF DFFRXQW RI WKH ZKLWH VHOI W
2021, p. 9). White nationalism has been produced from such a mythologized white history
#which sees & end in whitenesgcoupled with a blatant lack of sadfitique aimed at the

peddlers of such a mythology. In this way, groups like the Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer

can peddle the ideology of white nationalism without having to come out and say it. All

they have to do is link the values they claim to violently defend, the people they claim to

save to an already mythologized American people.

169



CHAPTER FIVE
&2163,5$&< 7+(25,60 $6 5%',&%$/,=$7,21 ,716 7+( (1' 2)

AMERICA AS WE KNOW IT

0OAnon as Faix Democratic Form

/HW XV JR EDFN LQ WLPH D ELW IURP -DQXDU\
LQV XUUHFW LHhe fonspigaQyRiq@ory whose iconography flooded the Cagitol
was loosely kicked off by a 4chan post less than four years earlier on Oc8l2817.
$Q DQRQ\PRXV XVHU RQ FKDQYV SRO ERDUG QDPHG WK
3+LOODU\ &OLQWRQ ZLOO E iB:BOENJESY W MGhdaHha @ddirih@ DP
RQ 2F W R E H U4 This parti¢ular anonymous ussmot Q but Qreplies to this post
with the first Qdrop, wherethé& GHWDLO IXUWKHU WKH p+5& H{WUDGLV
to come, and an imminent national guard activat¥®iVhat is interesting in this exchange
is less about the content of the Qdrop, but more about the chain of replies themselves,
especially sinceahe QAnon movement is about the conversations which come to bare
through replying. In other words, the universe of QAnon is interesting because it displays
how shared identities and beliefs arecteated in largely anonymous spaces. Upon

posting, our af@mentioned DQRQ\PRXV XVHU LV LPPHGLDWHO\ PHW

149 Supplemental Contendchan, pol board, first Qdrop_HRC extradition

150BeFDXVH 49V LGHQWLW\ KDV QRW EHHQ FRQILUPHG EHF
multiple times, and because Q has come to represent a movement more so than a given
individual, | henceforth will refer to @n the third person pluratheythem/themself

151 7KH FRQWHQW RI Wbl HWW GLB/URIDOUHDG\ LQ PRWL
with several countries in case of cross border run. Passport approved to be flagged effective
10/30 @ 12:01am. Expect massive riots organized iawledi and others fleeing the US to
RFFXU 86 0V ZLOO FRQGXFW WKH RSHUDWLRQ ZKLOH 1*
PHPEHU DQG DVN LI DFWLYDWHG IRU GQdwp #1). DFURVV PI
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E\ DQRWKHU XVHU $QRQ\PRXV XVHU TXLFNO\ WHdVv SRQGV
matters is our planis2
From this initial QdrofP3 and concomitant exchange, the QAnon phenomenon has
aready displayed some significant structural tenderiéfdsirst and foremost, the function
of Q has been to provide tidbits of information, crumbs, and drops, for presumably other
users to interpret and stitch together into something that makes morerdobense.
Crumbs are baked into bread, as QAnon adherents tend to say. Crumbs are also a reference
to Hansel and Gretek the fairytale fantasy with the lesson that closely following
breadcrumbs will necessaritying us back homeHere, from the outsef their first post,
4 KDV GURSSHG D VHULHV RI UD®&»@&Rd? us\chiGeheidtd drop LQIR U
crumbs, just crumbs” W K H Qdrdp ¥4. It is then up to other users on the /pol/ board
(and elsewhere) to make sense of it all.
Q implores his monymous readers (who are often referred tAramy:
Combine all posts and analyze. The questions provide answers. Remember,
information is everything, the flow of information is no longer controlled by the
MSM but by you/others. Hence, why we are ddali/ LQJ pPFULWLFDOY WLPH
crumbs which can be followed in greater detail to paint the entire picture once more
information is releasedQdrop #59]

2Q LWV IDFH 49V MXVWLILFDWLRQ IRU WKH P\VWHULRXYV

306 0 in the above Qdrop) controls the flows of information and subsequent narratives

152 Supplemental Contendchan, pol board, first QdropR€ extradition(emphasis

mine).

153 Qdrops, sometimes also called crumbs, are simply posts attributed to Q through a seri

Rl PHFKDQLVPV Q RW XEsiply p #U arerycusl Wersion of a
username/password combination) which purport to verify idemtitythe anonymous
ERDUGYV ILUVW FKDQ DQG VWDUWLQJ LQ ODWH FKD
specific about when | am talking about posts made by Q themself as opposed to the posts

of other anonymous users.

154 By this | mean to say thahere are some formal or definitional qualities of the
phenomenon. It takes a specific shape, and then fills in the details with content.
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GHYHORSHG RXW RI WKRVH IDFWV 49V SUHVHQFH RQ WKF
to MSM, and they foster a space of free information flow, democratic interpretatidn,
HQJDJHG GLDORJXH 1RZ pZHYT DUH LQ FRQWURO RI WKH
power brokers in control of MSM. 1t is this distribution of crumbs that will permit a
FURZGVRXUFHG pSDLQWLQJ RI WKH HQWL htcadelthraty X UHT \
37KH WUXWK LV PLQG EORZLQJ DQG FDQQRW EH IXOO\ HJ
#6). Of course, the content of this drop is ironic in that it undermines the notion of
democratically controlled information that Q and QAnon adhereits 10 feign
engagement in. You can control the information flow and interpret it; but@etmust
slowly drophints of information because the full truttannot be exposefr no reason
RWKHU WKDQ WKH SHRSOH QRW EH LtQdrop tHa3&diffusewityV KH pwW
DQG OHDYH URRP IRU LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ DQG DQDO\VL
narrative while creating another ironically undemocratic narrative.

This highlights a second structural tendency: the conversational onlime oétie
QAnon phenomenon is significant for the form it takes. Through lengthy threads of replies
and conversations around posts, the larger narrative is formed out of whatever tidbits of
information Q leaves behind. While the information dropped is grtegdly important,
equally important is the quasiGHPRFUDWLFY SURFHVV RI LQWHUSUHMW
the plot unfolding as QAnon adherents outline?i$PD]LQJ KRZ WKLQJV PDNH V
\RX DUH DVNHG D TXHVWLRQ 7KMHWMWPWMWKH HWYQ W XIS SRR (
collect, archive (safely), and distribute in a graphic that is in order with the cruntisdum
[sic. ,W ZLOO DOO PDNH VHQVH 2QFH LW GRHV ZH ORRN W

(Qdrop #96). Information collection, dgais, archival, and distribution are part and parcel
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WR 49V PLVVLRQ DV GHVFULEHG KHUHLQ *HWWLQJ WKH 2
FRQVWUXFWHG LV DOVR NH\ 3 W LV RXU KRSH WKDW WK
meaningful impa®v®- 4GURS $V WKHVH LQMXQFWLRQV XQIRO
boards, countless anonymous users also chime in. Their collectivellaidgag comes out

RI DUJXPHQWY DQG FRQYHUVDWLRQV KDG LQ YDULRXV W
drop.

It is also important to notetas a third structural qualitgzthe emphasis on the
FROOHFWLYH SHUWMRQADO BIUR QR XD Q\ RI 49V PLVVLYHV LC
connectedo Qdrops. From the outset, anonymous users are both no one and everyone at
WKH VDPH WLPH 3, W GRHVQYW PDWWHU ZKR ZH DUH ~ WK
DUJXHV DV KH DVVXUHV FRQWULEXW RAgeVWapnPiaU NHUV R
LW VKRXOG EH WUXVWHG DQG WK D WonlyZbifar®wilihgr®Q WKH U
jonus.?7R WKRVH ZDWFKLQJ \RX NQRZ ZKR \RX DUH <RX K
stand up and do what you know to be right. Or you can suffer the consequences of your
previous actions. Make no mistake, you are onthe losihgGH 7KH FKRQé&®ép LV \RXU
#63). QuasiGHPRFUDWLF EUHDG EDNLQJ IRU WKH pzZHY VR OR
EHHQ GHHPHG pULJKW § $V WKH 4 P\WKRORJ\ EXLOGV WK
ZKLFK pzZH WKH SHRS O HdEhl BowékKimbuwde mediayyHexSletesLimblLa
EDWWOH EHWZHHQ SDWULRWY DQG WUDLWRUV EHWZHHC
hand intended to evoke democratic constructions of a participatotfyrfdicty movement
+which QAnon adherents would s#yis movement indeed i WKH pZHY RQ WKH
hand, permits a stark dichotomy between who is good and who is bad, all the while eluding

responsibility through anonymity.
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JLQDOO\ 4$QRQ DGKHUHQFH VW UeBS\OHNHEO® UHOLH!
is a plan, that that plan works fgood and that it is being carried out as promised. Mention
of the plan comes from the outsetu ZKDW P D W W H Utédnd. MeadRibdica@D Q
something positive and growfmlieaking to come. Of course, if you lfml the crumbs
closely enough, you should be able to understand the plan in greater depth, but it can never
be communicated outright for fear of undermining said plan. The i@t look

something like this:

We are in one of the most critical times afr country. Trump and others are
working to balance thesic] [good] ZHTUH GRLQJ ZHOO IRU $PHULFD
person to endorse) while at the same time purify our govt and remove the bad actors
who are entrenched. There is so much string pulling Ewdkinail that we need to
cut these off to truly gain the power granted to us by the Patriots anavbedithg
[sic] people of this great countrjQdrop #31]
At this critical moment, therBUHVLGHQW 7UXPS DQG WKH pJRRG JX\VT
corruptbad actors accountable, thereby purifying and cleanikagovernment. This is to
JLYH SRZHU EDFN WR WKH puoHifig edekyhhas DNovanly B We/plaw KH KD
necessarilygood but it is also a failsafe for QAnon adherence. Whenever ongdudis,
WKH\ DUH HQFRXUDJHG WR WU Xhéely aly Kote §aodpeomeQfanW R KD
bad. The wizards and warlockswill not allow another Satanic Evil POS control our
FRXQWU\« $ GHHS FOHDQLQJ L\onRkrd-detdnse of pez@ & WKH SL
RFFXUULQJ RQ (QdGDALE) .\ TRHDIY & &fitical time at which the good people
PXVW EH UHDG\ DV pGHIHQVH RI HYLO RFFXUV GDLO\T
However, the fact that evil is beirgeansedshould provide solace to those who
feel hopeless. Atthe $aH WLPH WKH SODQ UHPLQGYV 43QRQ DGKHUI

is global and goes beyond petty ideological squabbles contained within American politics.

3 Qany are thinking from one point of view, US only, this evil is embedded globally. US is
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the firstdomino. Have faith 4GURS 7KH QRYHOW\ DQG HIIHFWLY
SKHQRPHQRQ FRPHV LQ FDVWLQJ WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI 4
ZKLOH DOOXGLQJ WR WKH VLJQ Lbdck bo@giHwiiat fedsOike B ZL QJ 44
colHFWLYH GHPRFUDWLF HQWHUSULVH W LV KHOSIXO W
register ofrestorative nostalgia % R\ P QRW RQO\ EHFDXVH pODNH
$JDLQY SOD\V D FUXFLDO UR @Hbut QlsoMidaust H@ERPNPDUUD YV
conspiray theory is indeed a project about truth to be uncovered, in the face of a
Manichean battle between good and e%if & O H D U D Q« My RDoW AnhaRddns,

over the course of the next several days you will undoubtedly realize that we are taking

back ourgreat country (the land of the free) from the evil tyrants that wish to do us harm

and destroy the last remaining refuge of shining light4 GUR S S bvth J X H
collective and exclusive pnZHY LV DJDLQ DW ZRUN pWDNLQ#Me&DFN RXL
so evil that they literally wish to eliminate the last vestiges of light and goodness in the

land of the free. Dropping crumbs along the path for an army of Hansels and Gretels, Q
gives patriots both a dire impetus and some semblance of empoweaméghting the

M1IHZ :RUOG 2UGHUY DQG EULQJbe&poieitwrad ebhtFoledetbp &M WR D

tyrants who intend to destroy the true American people.

155 For example3*HW WKH SRSFRUQ )ULGD\ 6DWXUGD\ ZLOO GF
4GURS 49V SROAWVDERNXW DOXPS DQG DERXW 7UXPSTV

America Great Again by draining the swamp, cleansing the corruption, and eradicating the

evil power brokers.
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Distilling the Content of QAnon

The above qualities reflect tharucture of QAnon adherencehat is, how it
unfolds. Crumbs of information are collected, analyzed, argued over, and then put into
more coherent narratives. It therefappearsas a democratic fa¢inding mission against
evil which guarantees a plan to restore America to her former goodness. Perhaps this
sounds like a positive thinga kind of online critical thinking unfolding through social
albeit mediated interaction. Thectaal contentof QAnon adherence, however, says
otherwise. QAnon is a bitent conspiracy theorgwhere everything fits into the theory,
even contradictory events. At their core, conspiracy theories allege alternate explanations
to events and occurrencékhey are mere hypotheses until adherents dedidnlen and
reject counterevidence that indicate better explanations. Because QAnon i$eat big
conspiracy, it includes explanations feverything,and adherents are adept at taking
counterevidence and ingmorating that information into a narrative which strengthens and
solidifies the already existing conspiracy theory. Fortbigg conspiracy theories like
QAnNon, confirmation bias runs amok.

More importantly, QAnon relies upon the very dangerous®mitic blood libel
accusations of the past. Blood libel alleges that Jews murder Christian boys and use their
blood for sacrificial rituals. First deployed in theé™&ntury, blood libel has a history of
justifying Jewish pogroms, of leading to mob violeragainst Jewish people, and of
underpinning claims of vast Jewish conspiracies. The blood libel fueled Nazi propaganda,
as didThe Protocols of the Elders of Ziatawork of paranoid fiction which describes the
alleged plans for Jewish world dominationleBding these two anfemitic annals

together, QAnon exists on the assumption that a cabal of corrupt #étes called the
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uG HHS Hhanesvadrnochroi®é from trafficked children to prolong their own lives

and thus prolong their world domiima. Not just this xtrafficked children are also the

victims of ritual abuse, reminding of the largely unsubstantiated allegations that flew
DURXQG GXULQJ WKH p6DWDQLF 3DQLFYTY RI WKH V DQ
dangerous hodgeodge of religpus and moral paranoia, a@emitism, and persecutory
conspiracy theories.

Q, socalled for theirsesfF SURFODLPHG VHFXULW\ FOHDUDQFH pC
IURP ZLWKLQ WKH PGHHS VWDWHY L &fteryetdrrédRit &y WKRHE U L Q
6 W R Wi/§ilving mass arrests of government officials, international figures, and others,
who have taken part in a pedophilic, cHitdfficking, bloodharvesting, worledominating
scheme against the interests of the American people. Former Rtd3ateald Trump is
the messianic figure of this theory, and QAnon adherents are assured that Trump is working
to remove this evil frothe JRYHUQPHQW DQG WKH ZRUOG p7KH 6WR
made and evildoers are held accountable, will come dtkpland directly as a result of
TUXPSTV DFWLRQV 3<RX GLGQ W WKLQN WKH VWDWHPHQ
67250 ZDV MXVW UDQGRP GLG \RX" 7UDQVSDUHQF\ EUL
#4011).

While adherence to QAnon began as interactions omthgea boards 4chan, 8chan,
and now 8kun, much of it has grown into a campaign that distills the raw posts and

discussion forums into theories and primers describing the complex workings of the

156 Note that the shift here is the harvesting of adrenochrome and not necessarily the
sacrificiaiaO EORRGOHWWLQJ RI &KULVWi B GhemiCal @ampaddigdl p$G U |
related to adrenaline that occurs inthe badg DV SRSXODUL]JHG E\ +XQWHU 6
Fear and Loathing in LeaVegas
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conspiracy at play. These are then shared widely as YouTubesyidlegs, websites,
podcasts, books, and social media posts on Twitter, Parler, and Gab by a literal digital army
of QAnon influencers. QAnon distillation is key in part because the raw discussion boards
are neither easily accessible nor intuitively coem@nsible, and they are certainly not
pleasant spaces to splecountless hours on. Distillation permits the translation of often
hatefilled and appalling conspiracy theories to something much more palatable and widely
agreeabletsuch as turning an arfBemitic blood libel conspiracy theory into a campaign
WR u6DYH W Kéh @dfd ma@direb@ fnternet sites.

43QRQYYVY FRQQHFWLRQ WR DSRFDO\SWLF PLOOHQDU!
QAnon traffics in the birth and death of American culture, loeir way of life andour
values are on the precipicén alleged satanic cabal is conspiring to end America as we
know it. The end is nigh unless patriots act to save her, andld¢hasingof evil is
necessary. QAnon has notably attracted white evaRdelOV EHFDXVH RI1 49V FR
reliance on faith and quoting of scripture. Importantly, the attraction also follows from the
political and conspiratorial rearticulation of motifs of Christian redemption at the end of
the world. In a sense, QAnon coalesegristian nationalism into a conspiratorial
PRYHPHQW ZKLFK FHQWHUYV WKH QHHG WR UHVWRUH $PH
self, in the face of evil. Christian nationalidmasa storiedlong history in the U.S., and
later | show that tenets of tihristian Identity Movement of the 197Q<oth extreme
and mundanethave to some extent established the background for QAnon to gain traction
among Christians. It does help that there are demographic ovetlagpsendency to vote
Republican, the tendey to have more conservative values, the tendency to support

traditional family structures, and the tendency to be older and whiter. Nonetheless, it is the
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shared elements of belief between QAnon and fringe Christian nationalism which should
cause alarm.

One such shared element is & imitism. Inbuilt in the narratives of Christian
redemption in the face of satanism, Jewish peoples have historically ended up the
scapegoat. This was the case with blood libel as well asTwihProtocols of the Elders
of Zion, both of which have surfaced in the U.S. at multiple points. The Christian Identity
movement displays one of the more extreme iterations of politically and religiously
organized amti6HPLWLVP 3&KULVWLDQ ,GHQWLW\ XOmMainPDWHO\
Rl phKXPDQLW\ 1 QRW DV ZLWK EODFNV E\ LGHQWLI\LQJ \
-HZV ZLWK D WUDQVF BKu] 097, pFRX) Fahfstidrynativhalism more
EURDGO\ PLIJKW KDYH EHJXQ DV DQ #a@dld&tierxd myths,F X O W X U
traditions, symbols, narratives and value systetthsit idealizes and advocates a fusion of
&KULVWLDQLW\ ZLWK $PHULFDQ FLYLF OLIH® :KLWHKHDC
instances it has shown itself to quickly move based upon assmsmpbout who the true
Americans aretnamely, white, traditional, faithful, natural born Christian citizetisto

white supremacist and arSiemitic territory*>’

157 Whitehead & Perry (2022) argue this in a report publidiethe Christians Against

Christian Nationalism campaign, where they link believers of QAnon with Christian
Nationalism and show the salience of Christian Nationalism leading up to the U.S. Capitol
,QVXUUHFWLRQ 7KH\ DUJXH WKmVChristhR Qicaligd Wdék UL D O
mutually reinforcing white supremacist beliefs. The Americans who embrace QAnon and
Christian nationalism are the most likely to agree with various @iiPLWLF WURSH
(Whitehead & Perry, 2022, p. 1).
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0OAnon Seeps into Reality

6LQFH 49V ILUVW GURSV LQ 2FWR K fivelthRusand dropsKk HUH K
in total158 The QAnon movement, too, has not exclusively existed in the online world of
imageboards, forums, blogs, videos, and social media. It has spilled into reality at multiple
points, fueling interpersonal conflicts, domestic violence, and felonies, as \pelitasl
violence. In 2018, a Nevada man used a homemade armored vehicle to block a roadway
near the Hoover Dam because he was motivated by a patriotic desire for more swift
LQYHVWLIDWLRQ LQWR WKH FRUUXSWhRD, &ewYoHkHS VWD)
man murdered Gambino crime family underbBesncesco Calbecause he believed that
&DOL zZzDV D PHPEHU RI WKH pGHHS VWDWHY DQG WKH C
7UXPSTV PLVVLRQ DJDL QMWW InNFRLOU RMIhLaRIErebt® GeH Y L O
potential voter fraut¥l and took to describing the COVIDO outbreak and subsequent
ORFNGRZQ DV D VWDBiraly ipn 32D QAxehRetuptd into a leading role,

alongside Proud Boys and Oath Keepers, in the U.S. Capitol Insurrection. aiisgly

158 See hereTian (2021) 37KH 4$QRQ 7LPHOLQH )RXU <HDUYV U
J)DLOHG 3URSKHFLHV -

159 See here:Ruelas(2021) *0DQ 3OHDGV *XLOW\ WR 7HUURULVP
% D U U L& ARNEwS (2020)243QRQ J)ROORZHU ODWWKHZ :ULJKW 6H:
Dam Bridge6 WD QGRII ~

160 See: Watkins (2019) 3$FFXVHG RI .LOOLQJ D *DPELQR ORE %RV
1RYHO "HIHQVH -

161 In as early as 2017, Q drops contained hints at election rigging and voter ¥raG&®R

are the puppets? Who are the puppet masters? Who puligrithgs? What provides

power? What if US elections can be rigged?... What if it was bought and paid for?... Who
RZQV VLIHDEOH VWDNHV LQ YRWHU PDFKLQH FRYV" :KR G
HOHFWLRQV" :K\ DUH VRPH puL P 8liRhand Bcpmviet]? GBIXS@/usHYV VW |
47 (Qdrop #121).

I12EOHFWLRQ IUDXG DQG WKH SDQGHPLF DUH OLQNHG DV 4
is the primary benefit to keep public in mdssteria re: COVIP19? Think voting. Are

\RX DZDNH \HW" 4" . 4GURS
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random list of events is meant to display theteigt nature of the QAnon conspiracy theory
+many people from myriad locations are part of the evil caize well as its crescendo
from sporadic interpersonal violence to ffiddged political volence.

QAnon isindeedless of an organized public than other actual brick and mortar
groups.ltis a leaderless and decentralized spider web spun of th&8rlebkas fractured
LOQWR GLIITHUHQW VHFWYV 'LIITHUHQW VHFWYV IROORZ GLIIH
distinct interpretations who argue with one another on forums and message boards. This
makes QAnoras a publidtself difficult to pin down.However,it does exist around a set
of organizing ideas and motivating beliefike the concern about a global cabal running
the world, the concern for child trafficking and adrenochrome harvesting, the tactic of
HDZDNHQLQJ WKH PDVVH@JLOQD & K\EOBIWIRIBRIoR IbeldwU L
It also doeshare some of the organizing and recruiting tactics adapted by thevimght
groups covered in the last chaptex use of online platforms, social media,
recruiting/explainer videos, and internetdms to discuss motivations, goals, and plans.
QAnon may bemore amorphousbut it does spill into reality,often as a result of
overarching motivating ideabpthin interpersonal ways and in political ways.

In what follows, ny goal is to interweave a et of analytical lenses for
understanding conspiracy belief more generally with ewsting framework for

articulating publicsThe idea is to looselgrovide as holistic account as possible of what

163 Asthe Antt ' HIDPDWLRQ /HDJXHQAnon cd{ste uf d.nimber of deeply
convoluted conspiracy theories and elevates theories ranging from Satanic blood rituals to
the faked death of John F. Kennedy Jr., all tenuously centered aroundi¢hé¢hiaglthe

world is controlled by a global cabal of Sataorshipping pedophileshis kitchen sink
approach is a major reason why QAnon has gained such a substantial following in its
relatively short life
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EURXJKW XV IURP 49V ILUVW SRV WayLQ th2 RNSREAdId R
Insurrection in January of 2021. Importantly, | hope to show how QAnon has enabled an
umbrella coalition of rightZLQJ JURXSV UHOLJLRXV JURXSV IUHH °
ULJKWTV DFWLYLVWYV ZKLWH @sB3VilLfigIgimy@oLMake \ Amdi€aG Z KL W
Great Again in their respective ways. To what extent does QAnon adhafsoserve as
aradicalization vecto? Does it encourage or affirm racist, white supremacist, and white
nationalist ends? Does it boost the reangitof rightwing groups that tend towards

violence, racial hatred, and political extremisim¥hat follows, | argue that QAnalfoes

serve to radicalizendividuals, whether they are already adherents or whether they are

MPDGH DZDNHY DQGfoEHHURXJKW LQWR WKH

Analyzing Conspiracy Theorism

, QTRe Conspiracy Theory of Society .DUO 3RSSHU MX[WDSRVHV Wk
science with the oftakenforr JUDQWHG pFRQVSLUDF\ WKHRU\ RI VRFLH
as Popper puts it, the conspiracy theorgaafiety presumes that the place of an omnipotent
and omniscientged LJXUH KDV EHHQ 3ILOOHG E\ YD UWsdilskeV SRZHU
SUHVVXUH JURXSY ZKR DUH WR EH EODPHG IRU KDYLQJ
VXIITHU® 3RSSHUThatis, o8e way of understanding the machinations of the
world, of locating the causes for deleterious effects, and for placing due responsibility, is
to presume that some set of agents, through sheer willpower, have made it so. This is both
an assumptio of hyperagencyzoverprojecting how much a given agent has control over
the consequences of her actiotsnd ofhyperrationality toverprojecting the extent to

which given events are logically and causally linked.
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To accept the complexity of realjton the other hand, is to pay greater attention to
the sheer number of unintended and unwanted consequences which follow from human
action, as well as the limited extent to which individuals can bring their plans to fruition.
To accept this messinesstes take apragmatic DSSURDFK DQG DNLQ WR -R
conceptualization ofpublics WR 3UHFRJQL]JH WKDW WKH SHUVLVWLI
collectives creates a problem to be solved in terms of an analysis of individual social
actions and theiunintendeal (and often unwanted) social consequences, as well as their
LOQWHQGHG RQHV" 3RSSHU S 43QRQ DGKHUHQW)
conspiracy theory of society. On the other side, how can observers of QAnon adherence
analyze the socialcions and consequences of that adherence? What institutional and
collective problems are reflected in their actions? How can we approach a better (but
probably not exact) understanding of QAnon belief?

The purpose of this chapter is to show, throughyaislof their language, why
individuals believe in the QAnon conspiracy theory and to what extent that belief inspires
action. Conspiracy theory at its most basic is a hypothesis which argues that a set of
individuals is secretly organized to benefit thefuss at the expense of the common good.
It is simply a proposed explanation of a conspiracy at play which serves to locate causation
of ills and evils experienced in the hands of a sinister group. Yet, some atiee
Muirhead and Rosenblum (2019tha QAnon in particular iswot actually a conspiracy
WKHRU\ ,QVWHDG 4$QRQ LV D pPFRQVSLUDF\ ZLWKRXW
demand for proofs, no exhaustive amassing of evidence, no dots revealed to form a pattern,
no close examination of th@perators plotting in the shadows. The new conspiracism

GLVSHQVHV ZLWK WKH EXUGHQ RI HISODQDWLRQ"~ OXLUK
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words, QAnon, as a version of what Muirhead and Rosenblumesaltonspiracisiiacks
a coherent explanation tfie conspiracy at play. It shares in what | see as other defining
features of conspiracy: paranoia in the face of dispossession (Hofstadter, 1964), an
obsessive search for evidence, an apocalyptic and absolutist framework, and a Manichean
structure of mor®@ LW\ % XW LW ODFNV WKH pWKHRU\T
New conspiracism is juxtaposedth an old conspiracism that provided a narrative
explanation and goal or ideal to strive towards. As Muirhead and Rosenblum (2019) put it:
The sometimes messianic claim of classic consisitato expose the threat and
save the country or the world is inseparable from a story of just what is threatened
and zcrucially £from a vision of what the saved, restored, rehabilitated nation
should be: a republic, a nation without slavery, demaredéictions free of covert
influence. [p. 29]
Against this, Muirhead and Rosenblum see QAnon as strictly disorienting and
delegitimating. This means that QAnon is strictly about making assertions without
explaining them, that it fails to draw links and sbmct theories, that it merely asks
dizzying amounts of questions, and that it lacks context, scope, goals, and a political
program.There is no coherent story, no analysis of information, no coherent goal, no
collective political action, and nothing to save or restore.
OXLUKHDG DQG 5RVHQEOXPYV GLFKRWRP\ QRW
QAnNon; it also mischaracterizes old spiracism as a healthy skepticism committed to
epistemological rigor that has been lost to the vestiges of théépastthis nostalgic

interpretation, which reads as desiring a return to a time where conspiracy theory produced

goodresults, Muirhead anBosenblum (2019) overlook the storied racialized history of

164 XLUKHDG DQG 5RVHQEOXP fiviple of the Dbl (¢@BpRACIQMWs H [
$PHULFDQ UHYROXWLRQ DJDLQVW WKH &URZQ 37KH 8QL
WKHRU\ DERXW %ULWDLQYV VHFUHW LQWHQWLRQ WR H[W
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conspiracy theories used to demonize others in the U.S. context, including during the
American Revolution. They also, miss, as Lawrie Balfour (2020) so aptly points out, that,
%ne of the strikindgeatures of the new conspiracism is its kinship with discursive practices
that have legitimized and sustained a#@iODFN YLROHQFH D(p.URSSN 86 KLV
OLVVLQJ WKHVH IHDWXUHYV LPSOLHV W KlriéworX whlilEHDG DQ
useful attimes, cannot fully explain how QAnon has functioned in contemporary U.S.
politics as a glue for religious fanaticism, dispossession, racialized hatred, existential
uncertainty, and fear of change. QAnon runs the gamut, and so it is dizzyingdbes it
coalesce around longing for a time when America was great.

$FFRUGLQJO\ , DUJXH WKDW LW LV PRUH KHOSIXO W
ZLWKRXW WKH WKHRU\Y EXW LQVWHDG DV D IRUP RI FRC
describesan ideologically mtivating set of beliefs which drives people to action on a
political, social, and interpersonal levé&hat action varies from mediated interaction on
image boards, to the production of an immense volume of curated resources, explainers,
and information azated by QAnon adherents. It also includes political action like what was
witnessed in the January 6th Capitol Insurrectiochoose the language obnspiracy
theorism becauseQAnon really is a systematized set of beliets notably quasi
democratically onstructed from the ground upwhich impels actionPaying close
attention to the larger universe of beliefs that motivates QAnon adherence and action,
LQVWHDG RI WKH PXOWLIDULRXVY TXLEEOHV DQG DUJX
understanding the biggeicture behind what got QAnon to Janualy ©f course, this

means some nuance will be lost.
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Departing from the assumption of QAnonamspiracy theorismtideologically
motivated belieind subsequent actiogtl aim to analyze QAnon astgpe of pulit and
through a series of lenses more generally applicable to conspiracy theory belief. At their
core, what beliefs motivate QAnon adherents? Why do they organize as a public to address
felt consequences? As with my study of righibg publics HProud Bog and Patriot Prayer
+QAnon will be subject to the same analytical questions, which | will permit adherents to
answeiin their own words

Who are they?

Who is their enemy?

What is the source of their discontent?

How do they articulate their problem?

How do they intend to solve their problem?

How will solving their problem address their anger, frustration, nostalgia, or
discontent?

What is their vision of America?

How do they cast or construct their problemtie context of America,
American politics, or American history?

oOuhsWNE

© N

In my estimation, QAnon adherents are a typeredMolutionary conspiracy theorists
because their goal is not merely to collectively piece together a theory detailing misdeeds
against the Amecan people. While the strands of QAnon are ultimately varied, the
movement as a whole shares a consistent universe of beliefs, which | focus on for this
analysis. Their beliefs drive them to demand, as a swift revolutionary move, the bringing
RI pWWKH 6WRHFGUDLQLQD®E W KHWXD Q SwdatruptedisthtetFD TV S U
WR WKH EHWWHU pEHIRUH WLPHVY 6RPHWLPHV WKDW U
PRYHPHQW O6RPHWLPHV LW UHTXLUHYV pKDYLQJ IDLWKY I
demands political action on the streets, either individually or with fellonndno

To understand thegevolutionary conspiracy theorists adapt a set of lenses for

thinking through conspiracy belief more generally and use them to interpret the QAnon

186



phenomenon.One way that we can make sense of conspiracy theory belief is
epistenologicaly; that is, adherence to a conspiracy theory has to do with how an
individual or group comes to conclusions about what is true or what is noitthexe
epistemology permits analysis of how individuals and groups come to conclusions about
what s fact and not just belied cognitivelens expands this to pay close attention to the
many mechanisms and biases inlaid in the thinking (cognizing) process which might inhibit
fair or reasonable conclusions about what trutiisocialpsychologicalens highlights

the mechanism&emotional, social, or psychologicavhich have less to dwith thought
procesesand more to do with affective valuatiom®r example, d we choose to believe
some things as true because it makefeelgjood?

While the saial/psychological lens does have to do with individual meaning with
respect to social groups, existential meaning implies something lArgexistentiallens
permits understanding the ways in which individuals and groups will attach themselves to
larger narratives that explain their lives or goals, and tead affirmation. As with
epistemology and cognition, meaning in the social, psychological, and existential register
is necessarily linkedOften, what brings us individual meaning is tied to what esaks
feel good, worthy, and affirmed. This affirmation can come from social interaction,
cooperative work, and igroup valuation. Finally,anspiracy theory adherence, and the
existence of a conspiracy theory in the first place, often has to do witticadoli
maneuveringPolitics and powetherefore serve as an important framework through which
conspiracy theory can be understdbghould come as no surprise that conspiracy theories

canbeSRZHUIXO WRROV IRU UHDOL]JLQJ RQHYYVY LQWHUHVWYV
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0OAnon Adherents: Who are the Digital Soldiers?

On July 4, 2020, General Michael Flynn posted a video to his Twitter account in
which he and his family, surrounding a campfire, took what is referred to in the QAnon
FRPPXQLW\ DV WKH pGLJLWDO VROGLHU RDWKYT 0DQ\ $Q
themselves reciting the oath on Twitter and Parler or writing out the oath on their social
media pages. In both cases, individual;n a decidedly nesoc-anonymous fashiont
GHFODUHG WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKHLU GXW\n@Wené& LILWDC
their country!6> The oath, which is derivative of the U.S. Uniformed Services Oath of
Office, reads as follows:
| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies, foreign amdegdtc; that | will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same; that | take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that | will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on which | am about to entehefp me Gd.
Where we go one, we go #f.
To state the oath of office, in the traditional sense, indicates commissioning into an officer
role and so leaves out the portion in which an enlistee must follow the orders of above
ranking officers, including the President of the United States. Peltiapsflects the fact
that General Flynn just read out his own Oath of Office, lazily appending the QAnon
VORJDQ 3:KHUH ZH JR RQH ZH JR DOO "~ WR WKH HQG 2Q

the distrust of existing government authoriyand onlysame leaderstomnipresent in

QAnon digital soldiers.

165 SeeTravis View(2020, June 25host of th&QAnan Anonymoupodcastywho compiles
examples on Twitter.

166 Appendix B, Figure @. 8kun, Digital soldier oath & Appendix B, Figure4:
Digitalsoldiers.info webpage, Digital soldier oath.
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,URQLFDOO\ 4%QRQ GLJLWDO VROGLHUV GR upuIROOR
Donald Trump, whom they reveréwhere Trump goes, they go all as well. Take, for
example, the site, Digitalsoldiers.infoM LV IXOO RI RUJDQL]JLQJ LQIRUPDW
GURSVY DV ZHOO DV H[SODQDWLRQV DQG puSURRIVYT DQG
plans as they unfold. In one section of thed#dicated tou: : * :*$ |, fthe interwoven
nature of the QAnronmod PHQW LWV GLJLWDO VROGLHUV DQG WKH
$IJDLQY PRH¥MHEPRIQWZLWK 7UXPSTV SROLFLHV WKDW KDYH
is explicitly articulated.

The Q subculture is a central plank of the wider #MAGA moverhevitich is a

desiUH IRU WKH UXOH RI ODZ OLEHUW\ DQGPRRARRQVWLW )

army J#MAGA would lose much of its core support. Therefore Q has clear social

and political significance in promoting the policies and actions of the Trump

administratiorts?

It is important to note a few things here: first, there is recogniibnot also proclamation

+WKDW WKH 4$QRQ PRYHPHQW LV D VLJQLILFDQW VZDWK
Of course, QAnon adherents benefit from the legitimacy that comes withridgdheir
FHQWUDO UROH LQ uPDNLQJ $PHULFD JUHDW DJDLQY EHI
Contributing to that sense of legitimacy is the idea that Q and QAnon adherents have a
crucial role to play+both socially and politicallyxin fut KHULQJ pWKH SROLFLHV L
of the Trump administration. Finally, there is a hint at the core of what QAnon adherents
GHVLUH DV SDUW RI WKHLU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH ZLC
law, liberty, and constitutional governm#hy 7KH SUHVXPSWLRQ KHUH LV

liberty, and constitutionalisrhas been losthere, too, is where the significance of the

2IILFHUYV RDWK FRPHV LQWR SOD\ 1R ORQJHU VKRXOG 4

167 Appendix B,Figure92: Digitalsoldiers.info, Q is a central plank AGA .
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the orders of those in higheanking positions. The presumption is that those higher
ranking individuals are at fault for the loss of rule of law, liberty, and constitutional
government. They are corrupt in the minds of QAnon adherents and have undermined the
Constitution that digitasoldiers promise to uphold alongside General Flynn.

$Q DUWLFXODWLRQ RI povHéedQEAAR mov@rGent\oK ldnatheD W
websités8 declares that Federalism is broken, since, in their estimation, the Federal
government has taken too much power frorat&s governments. Restoration of
ERQVWLWXWLRQDO RUGHU WKHQ UHTXLUHYV WW&NLQJ EDI
The People will back Constitutional order in Amer[s&] This is not Civil war in the
making, This is 535 Federal lawmakers made fupmen and women who are burning our
county to the groundMVe The Peopléhave to rebuild it. The States will have a stronger
voice 169 Here, it becomes clearer that the corrupt government officials to which digital
soldiers deny their obedience are the=fhundred and thirtfive Federal lawmakers in
:DVKLQJWRQ ' & 7KHVH PHQ DQG ZRPHQ puDUH EXUQLQ
XQGHUPLQLQJ WKH $PHULFDQ &RQVWLWXWLRQ DQG WD
situation isdire and requires immediate, dsisie action.

,Q D PLOLWDU\ VHQVH KRZHYHU VROGLHUV DUH QF
OHJLVODWRUVY 7KH\ DUH R Q Gn-dhief kRres@dntJrvnR, aiikeH FR P P
time +and their aboweanking officers in the military structure. Thisisunderstanding
reflects the way in which QAnon adherence attempts to apply military structures to politics

tthrough the digital soldier oath in specific and more generally through the application of

168 Appendix B, Figure 9: QAnon 41020 wordpress homepage. See &gmon +The
Great Awakenindghttps://qanon41020.wordpress.cpm/
169 Appendix B,Figure100: QAnon41020 wordpress, we haveeébuild
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military languageThe figure of Q, after all, is aahdestine officer trading in military and
SROLWLFDO LQWHOOLJHQFH IHHGLQJ FUXPEV RI LQIRUF
1 F R G H E U@RhDadw Fubctidhs as an intelligence gathering operation, in which crumbs
become narratives detailing actiomaldonspiracies. In turning politics into an ongoing
PLOLWDU\ RSHUDWLRQ $QRQV MXVWLI\ WKHLU pVROGLHL
as necessary for ensuringnplementation of MAGA policiesThis military adjacent

language also highlights thergeisness of the stakes involved in this political moment.

Two important qualities of QAnon adherents are highlighted in their taking of the
pGLILWDO VROGLHU RDWKY WKHLU REVHVVLRQ ZLWK p
frequently misapplied. Mch of their patriotic workttheir duty to the Constitutiont
happens in technologically mediated online environments. Couple this with their self
LPDJH DV DUFKDHRORJLVWY RI pWUXWKY DQG D FHQWUD
u UplliGhe P D V A $tfategically speaking, this drive to uncover the truth and awaken
a wider swath of American citizens is paired with electing a leader who will act upon that
W U XMi& sinfple solution is to elect a President that will follow and defend our
Corstitution. Yes, just that one person, tpght persorfican turn things around and stop
the government abuse, corruption and allgve the Peopl&o take control of our country
and our lives. It really is that simplé’t Of course, if the American citizens are not aware
of the truth, then they will not elect thight leader. The wrong leader (or leaders, if

Congress members are also counted) MMUYH WR XQGHUPLQH $PHULFD (

170 Alexandra MinnaStern (2019), chap. 1. MinneWHUQYV IUDPHZRUN LV K
HODERUDWLQJ WKLY LPSRUWDQW VWDWHG pPHWKRGY R
describe below.

171 Appendix B, kgure100. QAnon41020 wordpress, we have to rehuild
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us [Americans] are ignorant, greedy, selfish, and cast our votes accordingly, if we vote at
all. The results are destroying Ameriéd@2 Thus, with a properly awakened and patriotic
citizenry, a strong leader canitted to eliminating corruption, and an altered
epistemological environmentin which their truth is recognized and openly accessible,
the QAnon and MAGA movement will succeed in restoring liberty, rule of law, and
constitutional government. Until thengwever, QAnon adherents imbue themselves with

a special knowledge of truth and militamgjacent orders for upholding it, while others

remained asleep and willfully ignorant.

7KH 5HG 3LOOYV (SLVWHPRORJLFDO 6LGH (IIH

While the obvious enemy of the QAmomovement is the global cabal of
adrenochromeKDUYHVWLQJ SROLWLFDO HOLWHV WKH OHVV RE
MVKHHSOHY ZKR VWDQG LQ WKH zZD\ Rl p7KH 6WRUPY p1l1
typical individuals, with moderate beliefs, t@s, and interests. In the minds of Anons,
MHQRUPLHVY DUH QHDUO\ HTXLYDOHQW WR pVKHHSOHTY LQ
the machinations of corrupt government officials or are willfully ignorant of the same fact.
M1IRUPLHVY IROOreldZ D theywild<ridt IiN2 a life of questioning; thus, they
serve as a hurdle to holding accountable the corrupt elites which they would otherwise
simply listen to. One user of thedonald.win describes Anons who are relatively new to the
H*UHDW $421 NFHRQ HP H@ BheBpiest df the sheep, the last to get on the train,
the weakest in terms of mental fortitude & will, the ones who struggle to see common sense

because they lost touch with their own intuition long ago, the most conditioned, & the one

172 Appendix B,Figure100. QAnon41020 wordpress, we have to rehuild
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who will need the most support. True normi&&. Even though the Anons on this thread
ZKR DUH EHLQJ FULWLFL]J]HG KDYH L{GRDPKEW R WDIQH LW UF
$ Z D N H Qda€)dd, fhey have made comments on this image board, asked questions, and
posted thoughts about QAnatW KH\ QRQHWKHOHVYV ODFN -|ZRRRARIY V H (
DQG MFRQGLWLRQHGT

These former normies, however, are not necessarily at fault for their situation. The
VDPH XVHU RRi@\pdrt@XtHevfauk is their own for not paying attention or
properly guiding their children when times were bett@ost of the fault lies with the evil
ones who did this to the&who took advantage of the naivete of decent people that we
too ideaistic for their own good174 Accordingly, QAnon adherents take it upon
themselves tborce yWQRUPLHV | W RoSielr @wWwgbhdd QW EREUVH pQRUPLH
EH FRQYHUWHG DUH QRW EDG LQ IDFW WKH\ DWH pGHFH
WKRVH ZKR EUDLQZDVKHG WKHP FRQGLWLRQHG WKHP D

A central method through which QAnon adherents intend to achieve their-goal
WKDW LV EULQJ WR IUXLWLRQ pWKH 6WRUPY RI PDVV DU
corrupt politicians and elites who make up the CabdlV WR DZDNHQ pQRUPLHVY
7KLY SURFHVYV LV {8SH IHQLIUAHIE WDR UDHV HIWHARBAVEAtrAIIRVIMERK H L
the protagonist, Neo, is offered a choice between the bluexwitich would permit him
to continue to live in his fantasy worltland the red pilltwhich wouldwake him u@and
send him hurtling down the rabbit hole to a harsh reality. As Alexandra Mitera (2019)

puts it inProud Boys and the Whikthnostate 2 7 R E HpillddHis3to accept the cold, hard

173 Supplemental Contenthedonaldwin, need Jesus, p. 2
174 Supplemental Conterthedonaldwin, need Jesus, p, mphasis mine.
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truth about the foundations of individual and collective existence, and to radically shift
RQHYY SDUDPHWHUV RI UHDOLW\ LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWI
(VWDEOLVKLQJ WKH FRQGLWKRDVHRUSUQRUPRUBINY WR W@
\RXU RZQ UHVHDUFKY WR IRUFH FRPLQJ WR WHUPV ZLWK
FRUH DQG WR VXEVHTXHQWO\ DG M XStéhh (R0KH) todtinu€sR UP L H v
describing the posgted pillway of VHHLQJ WKH ZRUOG DV 3DQ DOWHUQD
GLVWLQFWLRQV EHWZHHQ ZKDW LV DQG ZKDW RXJKW WR
and altered parameters for what is good and evil, what is moral and what is corrupt, red
pilled QAnon adherentsonv can act decisively>

One Parler user describes his-rf8d O OH G R\ Bith@éalizé how the liberal
cancer had metastizg¢sic] and how sick the patient (America) actually was until President
Trump shocked them in 2016. That's one positive that has come out of the past 4 years. All
of us need to get involved NOW. We can no longer afford to be passive and take what the
founders gae us for granted Notice here thabeforeit was unclear the extent to which
America was diseased and shot through with corruption. The election of Donald Trump to
U.S. President, however, served as its own version of a red pill: after his shocking victor
VRPH $PHULFDQ FLWL]J]HQV EHJDQ WR ZDNH XS DQG WKH
RZQ PUHFNRQLQJY 'LWK WKDW ztgd khiz @arldd WéerRQwelLae EHFD |
otherst WKDW pZH QHHG WR JHW LQYROYHGI{VDOQEIuFBEEG QRG

SLOO XOWLPDWHO\ 3LV DQ LQWHUQHW GUXJ ZLWK XOQl

175 Describing the transformative properties of the red pill, MiStern (2019) recounts

the story of formerly conservative contributor to aily Stormer(a neeNazi website):

87KH UHG SLOO LV LQ DQG RI L9WHOQ D G BNoefdRimUVIU X W k
after is a Manichean worldview in which principles are unequivocal and there is no room

IRU DPELJXLW\" S
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WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ DQG FROOHFWLYH FRQYHUVLRQ ~ WKH
manner the direness of the situation and the requirements facgda@ittion (MinnaStern,
2019, p. 17).

7TKH ZHEVLWH JUHDWDZDNHQLQJ ZLQ DUWLFXODWHYV
researchers who deal in opsource information, reasoned argument, and dank memes.
We do battle in the sphere of ideas and ideas onéyn®ither need nor condone the use of
force in our work here. WE ARE THE PUBLIC FACE OF Q. OUR MISSION IS TO RED
3,// 1250,(687KH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ ZKLFK p7KH *UHDW $Z
here is centered around ideas and research which, in thelagsh, will necessarily
uncover the truth. This, of course, is their central mission, and many of the posts reflect
WKLV IDFW $V RQH $QRQ RQ JTHISOs\W BASE foHREDFLLING Q S X W V
WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI WKH :25/'« :KHKQLR XK B YW P RLYHP DN HDV
THE PATHFINDERS who will get our families, friends, neighbors to THE TRUTH. GOD
BLESS ALL. 177 QAnon adherents have a fairly clear picture of tisgiecialrole as
MSDWKILQGHUVY ZKR KDYH H[FOXVLYH N€ssn@theIH ZKF
knowledge implies a responsibility for pdling the masses, but in a strategic manner.
7TKRXJK WKH\ zDQW WR DZDNHQ WKH pPpSRSXODWLRQ RI W
their families and friends is an important first step.

QAnon adheznts have also shown their willingness to take political action on local
stagestsuch as on school boards and town countaligain reflected as part of the mission

statement detailed on greatawakening.win. A meme quoting General Michael Flynn

176 AppendixB, Figure95: Greatawakening.wihomepage, Welcomefiskions.
177 Supplemental Contenthedonald.win, need Jesps 8
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GHFOMRHFWDW OO DFWLRQ QDWLRQDO LPSDFW ~ $FFRUGLQJO!
IRU \RXU VFKRRO FRPPLWWHH RU ERDUGV« >WR@ JHW
FKLOGUHAH p*UHDW $ZDNHQLQJY EillingFamily end/friertidd) HO\ E\ |
it begirs mostefficientlyin schools, at some of the most formative moments in which
cognitive and epistemological habits are develdpgdt also begins with parenting:
QAnon adherents, like one new parent who posted on greatawakening.win, recognize that
raisingred-pilled children is a crucial mission in and of itself. To Anons, this looks like:

WHDFKLQJ WKHP WR 3DOZD\V WKLQN FULWLFDOO\ DQ(
SUDLVLQJ D ZDUULRU« >ZKR LV@ DZDUH VPDUWRPR VXJID
D FW XD O dadydagedia, history books, science books, that sort oflstetHuse the
web will be full of too many lies in the futuf® Critical thinking, awareness, reliance on
HUHDOY |DFW MikeDegadndls ArB &all uripBrtant testill in children from a young
age.

7TKRXJK WKH JRDO RI WKH p*UHDW $ZDNHQLQJY LV G

content, QAnon adherents recognize that what it requires ispetemologicaland
cognitiveshift. It is for this reason that chile@arng and childhood education are the focus
of a large part of their efforts. With the appropriate epistemological and cognitive shift,
DQG DQ DZDNHQHG $PHULFDQ SHRSOH pWZHY FDQ LPSUI

awakening in the past. As one Parler uaails:

178 Appendix B, Figuré®5: Greatawakening.win homepage, Welcome/Missions.

179 In the yeas since the Capitol Insurrection, QAnon adherents have shifted their focus to
local elections and to local school boards and committees. This is reported by NBC News
(Collins, 2021), TIME Magazine Rergengruen2021), The San Diego Uniefribune
(Smolens2021), and the National Education AssociatiBlainery,2021).

180 Supplemental ConteniGreatawakening.winyaising redpilled children, p. 1&4,
emphasis mine.
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The soecalled Satanic Panicof the 80s was the closest the public came to waking

up to the secret society cult that has been matastiditjgilently throughout the

world for several centuries. The #FakeNews media was able to put it down the

but we cannot keep kicking the can down the road. At some, parttave to face

this scourge and their unfathomable evil, axdiseit from society once and for

all. If we don't, they will eventually succeed in destroying humanity for good, as

we havealready seen with their communist tyranny, corruption and infiltration into

government and globalist corporatiofs.
The shift at stake here, with enough red pills disbursed to the masses, is that shift in
ZRUOGYLHZ ZKLFK KLJKOLJKWMW EKRUWNX @DW KRR PDE @ B HHWMA
7TKHUH ZzDV D PRPHQW DW ZKLFK WKH SXEOLF pFDPH FOR'
PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ VSUHDG DFURVV WKH PDLQVWUHDP |
IRUHVWDOOLQJ UHDOL]DW L R DhiRRdvilviias HheendkidgHsneniyX OW | D
stretching its tentacles across space and timeeftduries and people must be able to alter
their epistemological mindset to recognize this f&tt.

The QAnon phenomenon is ultimately about cultivatimiiséinct way of knowing.
Some of this epistemological mode of interpreting the world only functions because of
cognitive holdups including: (1) the tendency to overread meaning across unrelated events
(apopheniy, (2) the tendency to confidently presunreajer competence specifically in
areas in which one is undskilled ©unningKruger effec}, and (3) the tendency to search

for and accept information which already confirms our bel@dsfirmation biay. But the

core of QAnon belief remains a distrust existing epistemic authority. Such distrust

181 Appendix B Figure97 3DUOHU pu6DWDQLF 3DQLFY 6FRXUJH WKH
182 3¢hen Q came along | realized that this was no longer a game of geopolitical chess,

but it was a surging, endless battle of Good vs. Evil. Very little political theatealis re

(aside from the money spent and lives lost). It was always a mechanism to control
LQIRUPDWLRQ 7KDWfV DOO WKLV LV $Q DV\PPHWULFDO
JRRG DQG HYLO« 7KH *UHDW $ZDNHQLQJ LV QRW D SR\
requL U H P iBapplemental ContenGreatawakening.wirraising redpilled children, p.

4).
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VKRXOG EH FOHDU WKXV IDU LQ WKH ODQJXDJH RI DGKH
EHLQJ pIXOO RI OLHVY DQG FRUUXSW QDWXUH RI WKH PLC
Some commentators, like Robert Nichols, for exampiefer to this spreading
GLVWUXVW LQ HSLVWHPLF DXWKRULW\ DV WKH pGHDWK
UHSUHVHQWY D NLQG RI SRSXOLVW VXVSLFLRQ RI pHOLMW
than the public. To listen to these disconnected etitpties covering over the experience
of the American everyman. The death of expe#dlserepresenta longing for clarity and
simplicity in a world of complex flows of power, influence, and capital. As Nichols puts
it:
Conspiracy theories are deeplyrattive to people who have a hard time making
sense of a complicated world and who have no patience for less dramatic
explanations. Such theories also appeal to a strong streak of narcissism: there are
people who would choose to believe in complicatedsanse rather than accept
that their own circumstances are incomprehensible LLFKR OV S @
1DUFLVVLVP KHUH PDNHV VHQVH 43QRQ DGKHUHQWY DUF
of the truth, and this special role necessarily brings individigalif&eance and worth.
Narcissistic selcenteredness and sdi VVXUHGQHVY PHDQ LQ 1LFKROVY
the conspiracy theorist cannot engage with his own beliefs critically, implying that
FRQVSLUDF\ WKHRU\ LQ HITHFWHUWQ V HIL WHHWKOH VARAXCQNF
expert adviceteither because one thinks he knows it all, has special knowledge, or desires
simple and clear explanationisand the tendency to distrust existing epistemic authorities

has opened the space for conspittheorism and, as such, formed part of the bedrock upon

which QAnon is built.
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The great irony, of course, is that even though QAnon adherents are charged with
narcissism, with crippled epistemologiés,and with cognitive biaseshey nonetheless
remaincommittedo some concept i GRLQJ \RX U R.ZRs b&hirahBsbEdOIfie
another one of the catchphrases of QAnon, which necessarily follows once individuals have
been reepilled and awakened to the truth. As they travel down the rabbit hole, Anens
finally empowered and encouraged to do their own research to uncover their reality. As
one Anon on greatawakening.win puts it:

NRW JRQQD OLH +DG DERXW D KU SHULRG ZKHUH |,

Then, when | looked around and the MSMWADUFKLQJ RQ OLNH OHPP

realized what that means. So | decided that following lemmings get you platted

[sic]. Good luck with that. | am nfsic] Awake. Love you people here. No way |

could get ANY signal out of the noise without this board. To AméNtay each

of us Live Free, or we will have to discugs
Notice here where this Anon began: numbness and a lack of feeling. Then, they had a
realization: that the mainstream medtdhe epistemic authority to be distrusteavas
QRWKLQJ PRUH WKD® RMLEXWFRDUFKLQJ RQY 7KH UHIHU
adjacent to the reference to sheeple, except lemmings as a figure have been mythologized
as a mass of thoughtless individuals who literally throw themselves off a cliff in mass
suicide. To follow blndly the mainstream media lemmings off the cliff represents not just
LQGLYLGXDO GHDWK EXW DOVR WKH GHDWK RI WKH $PHL
LV IRU WKH VR OTHen phdifferérypor ParleR7KRVH WKDW PRYH IR

blindly are open to being deceived... This is not just another game. This is for the life of a

nation. The last bastion of hope and freedé¥h 7KDW pODVW EDVWLRQTY LV C

183 Sunstein & Vermeule (2009), p. 211.

184 Supplemental Contenthedonaldwin, need Jesus, p. 6

185 Supplemental Conterthedonald.winJan 6 for the soul of America, f.
186 Appendix B, Figure 8: Parler, Last bastion of hope and freedom.
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research so thgoucanpreventblindly hurtling yourselftand America, toatoff a cliff.

$V RXU DERYH $QRQ SXWV LW WK DMWreatd\@kdaiHg. WM QH ZLWE
ZKLFK HVWDEOLVKHYV D IRUXP IRU FROODERUDWLYH UHVEF
EH ORFDWHG LQ WKH QRLVHY <HW DGR ¢okcepts and HDW L |
dispositions are turned on their heads in a swift declaration to awaken out of ignorance into

WKH WUXWK RI UHDOLW\ W LV MXVW WKDW WHK¥V GLVWL

7/7KH 5HG 3LOOTV ([LVWHQWLDO 6LGH (IIHFW'

The ed pill and blue pill are not the only drugs to swallow via internet forums;
there is also thblack pill. One Parler user highlights starkly those that are in the way of
MHWKH *UHDW $ZDWHOQRQYMVWDUH XS DJDLQVW WZR VRUWYV 7
is a deranged conspiracy theory, #mase who have lost failecause justice didn't happen
on their tmeline. In both cases, the end result is the saalewill see the truth and those
responsible will be held accountabléé¢ WV PRUH REYLRXV ZKR WKH ILUV
are: individuals, groups, and institutions who militate in some way against QAnon
adherence (again, the enemies are mainstream media, technology corporations, liberal
SROLWLFLDQV HWF 7KH VHFRQG VHW RI pHQHPLHVY KH
black pill, that is, individuals who, after having woken up to reality antdeédruth, find

that justice is not being meted out at a fast enough rate, and so have fallen into despair.

187 (WKDQ =XFNHUPDQ LQ 34$QRQ DQG WKH (PHUJHQ!
IROORZV 3% PRYHPHQW OLNH 4%$QRQ LV DQ LQHYLWDEOH
to politics that fosakes interpretation of a common set of facts in favor of creating closed
XQLYHUVHV RI PXWXDOO\ UHLQIRUFLQJ IDFWYV DQG LQWH
WKDW p8QUHDOLW\Y] LQGLFDWHY D SKHQRPHQRQeLQ ZKLFI
HOVH" =XFNHUPDQ S

188 Appendix B,Figure &: Parler, Patriots up against two spa®mphasis mine.
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With no plan to trust, no faith to rely upon, some-pdted Anons face the world lacking
the answers they once thought they had. Whereitlxag lends hope, meaning, and
significance in the face of such circumstances, it also can lead to despair for those who
struggle to see problems solved and justice servedpRed) is a hopeful awakening;
blackpilling is a dangerous descent into nihilism.

In both cases, the initial swallowing of the red pill, that moment of waking up to
see reality for what it truly is, has both epistemological side effects as wedlsasntial
ones Belief in QAnon provides a sense of stability and control amid conty]eii
provides explanation when otherwise circumstances would be incomprehensible; and it
provides social and existential meaning, lending a space for affirmation and collaboration,
as well as giving purpose for taking part in the movement. Ethan Zuak€2®h9), in his
analysis of the QAnon phenomenon, argues that the core appeal of QAnon, like ather big
WHQW FRQVSLUDFLHV LV LWV 3VHQVH RI D PDVWHU C
disturbing and confusing events that assures believers thatrtiegstand the big picture
in ways norREHOLHYHUV GR QRW’™ S 7TKDW LV LWV HIILFL
inclusive narratives in especially overwhelming moments, and being keened in on that
QDUUDWLYH UHQGHUYV D JLY HQ elthgsGolLthele@GicatyOf mpstalgd SHFL D
feelings which stir up affective longing for a simpler time and place and demand restoration
RI WKDW VLPSOLFLW\ $V 6YHWODQD %R\P SXWV LW
a nostalgia for a transcendentakewlogy and a simple praodern conception of good
DQG KkpY43D ‘A version of nostalgia in and of itself, conspiracy theory eradicates
complexity and ambiguity, replacing it with an ageg battle between good and evil, in

which those who have bee ® NHQHG WR WKH H[LVWHQFH RI WKH g
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necessarilygood Thus, conspiracy theory does not merely imbue clarity in the form of a
master narrativat also imbues goodness those who have identified the conspiracy and
subsequentl§ight against it.

Q drop number 4509, from June 24, 2020, provides insight into the existential
meaning,iRJURXS DIILUPDWLRQ DQG VHQVH RI SXUSRVH WKD)
KDYH EHHQ VHOHFWHG WR KHOS VHUYH \RXtto&&IXQWU\ ~
DGKHUHQWYV WR 3:RUJDQL]J]H DQG FRQQHFW ~ WR FRPSOHMW

Mission 1: Dispute [reject] propaganda push through posting of research and facts

Mission 2: Support role of other digital soldiers [one falls another stands (rises)]

MissLR Q *XLGH >DZDNHQ@ RWKHUV WKURXJK XVH RI

LQLWLDWH pWKRXJKWY YV UHSHDW >HFKR@ RI 06'1&

Mission 4: Learn use of camouflage [digitally]

Mission 5: Identify strengths / weaknesses [personal and designatedsyurget(

7TZLWWHU DQG )% > RWKHU @geGdh8aptRre [@QdpH4B0Q] SHU VF
$IWHU UHLWHUDWLQJ WKDW WKLV LV pLQIRUPDWLRQ ZDU
WHOO WKHLU UHDGHUV 37RJHWKHU ZH ZL §dé of godd{ WK H U
conducting battle against propaganda, guiding others to do the same. The QAnon
phenomenon serves to train them, to empower them to make use of their technological
skills and their research skills for something greater than them: servin@theitry. In
that patriotic service, too, individuals come together to connect, to organize, to support one
another, and fight for a similar cause: saving Ameliea.

This Qdrop serves as a morale booster in late June 2020, whenasktprotests

were sveeping across the U.S. in response to pandemic restriefioivghen Black Lives

18 7KHVH WKHPHYVY DUH UHLW HN\tBoW ybG, doli@ctively, liiete@buldl 4 G U R S
have been no way to bypass their contiidiey weren'about to repeat the mistake(s) of

2016. You are what matters most. UNITED NOT DIVIDED. You awake, thinking for
yourself, is their greatest fear. WELCOME TO THE DIGITAL BATTLEFIELD.

i S 4~ 4GURS HPSKDVLV PLQH
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Matter, ANTIFA, and righiwing activists were taking to the street after the murder of
George Floyd (May 26, 2020) in Minneapdi?8.At this moment, QAnon adherents are
perceiving social unrest, restrictions heir IUHHGRPV DQG FRQWLQXHG puC
America *in the form of antiracist, antifascist, and social justice protests in the wake of
JOR\G TV PAUdRddLion ofsignificance, a rarticulation of the mission in a clear
manner, and a reaffirmation thae will indeed wirwas important. So important, too, that
this Qdrop is referenced on many QAnon sites, including greatawakening.win, as
displaying the main goalsd plans of the movement.
Further, the replies made by Anons on 8kun also indicate the gravity of this
particular Qdrop. One Anon writes in reply:
'RLQJ P\ SDUW WR >DZDNHQ@« 5HDFKLQJ P\ FLUFOH
working great, though. Mostare I Q DOO\ VWDUWLQJ WR OLVWHQ DQ
single one of us is important. We were born for this. Proud to serve and do my
individual part to support OUR MOVEMENT. GOD WINS. Love you faggots. (no
homo)192
Not only is this Anon fulfilling his Godjivenrole *the role that he was literally made for
tbut he is having success in awakening others in his circle of people to see the truth. In so
GRLQJ KH LV pGRLQJ KLV LQGLY HBeX@AGomiiEWdhtaRdU VR P HW
KH LV HQVXULQOOWKDMWMWXRGHQLDEO\ SRVLWLYH YLFWRU\

a stark struggle between good and evil. It is also clear that in engaging in this work, he has

1 $QRWKHU UHSO\ WR '&8g8ize ComhthBt&iNsidé ®OJ / FBI produce

VXFK QRQVHQVH DIWHU WKH YLROHQFH RI WKH ODVW IH.
BLM, ANTIFA, and other radical Marxist groups are allowed to flouriéhppendix B,

Figure 71 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, Recognize communists inside the federal
government).

191 Often,ani UDFLVW DQG VRFLDO MXVWLFH PRYHPHQWYV ZHUF
and American values, especially on the right. See my chapter on Proud Blopatant

Prayer for more detail on this perception.

192 Appendix B Figure72: 8kun, reply toQdrop 4509doing my part.

203



HVWDEOLVKHG D VHW RI VRFLDO FRQQHFWLRQV ZKRP KH |
VXSSRUW DQG DIILUPDWLRQ 2WKHU $QRQV UHSO\ WR WK
VROGLHU RDWKY DIILUPLQJ WKDW pZKHUH ZH JR RQH Z
HM)RU *RG DQG &RXQWU\Y pVR WKDQNIX@ W RuE MWD ®M0UDWR
UHDG\Y DQG pGLG 4 MXVW GHSXWL]H XV"YT 2QH $QRQ LC
WKRXVDQGV RI KRXUV RI P\ PRUN D/ HFRQ\WQ MWHVD \8 DIWDUQ. R WV
$QRQVYT EXLOW DURXQG 49V FUXPEV 6dRffiQadi h@h& URYLGH
is perceived as an otherwise challenging, frightening, and overwhelming world.

QAnon adherents, however, are not all as innocuous as they appear, like this Parler
X'V HlhanR you Q for giving me renewed hope, leading me back th &ual restoring
P\ SULGH IRU PPerR@®XiQathd tase that some existential side effects of the red
SLOO LQFOXGH pUHVWRUDWLRQ RI IDLWK KRSH DQG SU
political empowerment, affirmation for actions ¢ak establishment of a space for
community building and found families, and provision of a forum for collab@at
FUHDWLYLW\ $V =XFNH Whi@ @ssemblingSaKdMgakihg\crurmbs is
unlikely to yield anything culinarily appealing, particijgen in constructing the Q narrative
is clearly a fascinating pursuit for thousands of et H D W.R6)J YAhyone can be a
collaborator, a creator, a contributor, and a preacher, all with palpable benefits in the realm
of existential and social capital. But Zuckerman is right to say that what results is, at a
PLQLPXP RI HMOLPLWHG FaX® méxibnurm, BevSrigin Qi§gusbng Gnd
GDQJHURXV )RU H[DPSOH RQH QRO HYD®EDOD GIHWV MR M\

to fight it out with these lunatics at some point. The people need to wake up and fight or

193 Appendix B, FigurerO: 8kun, reply to Qdrog509 Anon feels validated in his work.
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we will all be slaves®94 This grows inb rearticulations of the digital soldier oath (to
XSKROG WKH $PHULFDQ FRQVWLWXWLRT® EREBLTHE VWDWE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ONCE AND FOR ALL19

When they are not advocating for ending the federal government through military
tribunak, mass indictments, and public executions, Anons are reminding their circles that,
LQ WKH IDFH RI LPSRVHG W\UDQQ\ YLD SDQGHPdIF UHV W
black people are superspreadgsis] dont[sic] want covid then the name of tharge is
Avoid The Groidflts [sic] an*** virus 19 Already, this post is racist enough. But the
SKUDVH 3$YRLG WKH *URLG" ~ K-bDayi, Dhité \BURrehhaldi€d, a0d WhieR U\ R Q
nationalist sites including, for example, the Daily Stormer. It i®f&mepeated rule of
WKXPE IRU p(XURSHDQY ZKLWHV VWD\ DZD\ IURP- GLYHUYV
white, nonEuropean groups or individudi®. Ultimately, the danger inherent in QAnon
adherence is twofold: first, its effectiveness at providingstemtial meaning and
affirmation, such that engagement provides significant affective benefits. Second, there
persists an easy slippage from a seemingly banal fantasy-mdltling enterprise to

dangerous, violent, antisemitic, and racist ends withrgesdtbistory in the U.S.

194 Supplemental ContenBreatawakening.wirfigured out Q, p. 18.

195 Appendix B,Figure 73: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, end the federal government

196 Appendix B, Figure 3. 8kun, $QRQV IRU RXU FRXQWU\ DQG D

VXSHUVSUHDGHUYV ~

1972Q D IRUXP VLWH FDOOHG FKLSRilyQu hicRWIdiRgQHd XV HU S

groid is neaiimpossible so long as they exist in human civilization$,viery possible to

keep yourself safe, and minimize your exposure to the nigg infliéAppendix B,Figure
&KLPSPDQLD IRUXP OLQLPL]HRULGFWK@THUSRMEISH DQG

not tied to a QAnon account, the reply to Qdrop #4509 does in fact make reference to an

DGMDFHQW VHQWLPHQW E\ GHFODULQJ uDYRLG WKH JUR
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Christianity, Faith, and Apocalypse

In many ways, the QAnon movement is analogous to the Christian Identity Movement
which arose to prominence on the U.S. far right in the 1&f@hristian Identity, thanks
in part to groups likehe Aryan Nations and the KKK, solidified itself as an extremist
version of Christianity based upon a combination of racist theology and antisemitic
occultism1?® QAnon, like the Christian Identity Movement, adheres to an apocalyptic
vision, relies heavilyupon faith, scripture, and a specific interpretation of Christianity,
highlights an ongoing battle of good versus evil, frequently waxes paranoiac, and plays
upon both antisemitic and racist tropes. Consider this Parler post which describes the
QAnonmovePHQW DV DQ MRSHUDWLRQ RI ELEOLFDO SURSRUW
The growth of the #QAnon patriotic movement was as much steered and anticipated
as #TheStorm itself. The military planners of this -@otiruption revolution had
every box ticked in preparation for a glolséihg operation of biblical proportions
- and it was designed from the start to achieve a wsaldng objective that has
never before been attempted. It may feel like we are spreading the truth against an
insurmountable tide of fake news and enemy efftotssuppress us, but the
inevitable trajectory of these momentous times is that this movement will become

the prevailing consensus and cultural revival of our ime matter how it may
seem right now. Be encouraged, hold the line and keep figi§fing.

198 See Michael Barkun (1997).

19 $V $QD %RFKLFFKLR SXWV LW 37KH EDVLV RI &KU
from three basic ideas: the belief in the divine fatherhood of white humanity
(indiscriminately called Aryan, Adamic, Caucasian, or Israelite), the belief in the bidlogica
satanic fatherhood of the Jews, and racial millenarianism which believes that in the future
there will be an eschatological confrontation between both racial seeds that will result in
WKH WULXPSK RI1 WKFG6Y KlLoitiét worDd;: Hhé wisiteace is spiritually
presupposed to be superior to rehites because whites are made in the image of God,
and the white race is morally superior to Jewish people because Jewish people are
descendastof Satan. Given this, Christian Identity also holds #ratpocalyptic battle
between good and evil is inevitable, when the white race will rise above/mites and

defeat satanist Jews. Only then will the white race be positioned for the end days, the
second coming of Jesus.

200 Appendix B, Figure B: Parler,QAnon patriotic movement.
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Here, the operation is cast into a global register, with spiritual and biblical ramifications

that would save the world. Despite insurmountable clgd DNH QHZVY DQG HQHP\ H|
V X S S UiH&rd/i§ an inevitable, Gegiven fate: that the QAnon moventewill prevail

DQG HVWDEOLVK D FXOWXUDOGFBHYXSMA ROQWH-UY R/GOKWIROX
Most importantly, too, this user reminds their followers to remain encouraged, keep the

faith, hold the line, and keep fighting.

It is possibled argue that the QAnon movement is akin to an outgrowth of Christian
Identity for the Internet age. Christian Identity believes in white supremacy, that Jewish
people are descendamt the devil and thus engaged in vast satanic conspiracies, and that
the world is on the verge of apocalypse in which good will necessarily triumph over evil
but only after battle is waged against the satanic conspi?adyhe strongest and most
explicit similarity between Christian Identity and QAnon, thoughthe apocalyptic
linkage. As Michael Barkun (1997) describesRieligion and the Racist Right3, GHQW LW\ {V
PLOOHQDULDQ VFHQDULR LV LQWHUZRYHQ ZLWK WKH QH
COQVHTXHQFHV« 7KH PRWLIV zBfla granted dhd BtQerDoptyigt K H 1 W
SURGXFHV D WKHRORJ\ RI UHVHQWPHQW" S 7TKDW |

DSRFDO\SWLF EDWWOH UHVWYV XS5&RandEtod AgneticadppieR OLJKW

201 Barkun @997),p. xi.

202 Q VSHFLILF WKH prFULPHY KHUH LV D VWROHQ FODLP W
such crimes can vary from participation in the Jewish conspiracy for world domir&ation
trafficking children, harvesting adrenchrome, participating in blood saerificto

undermining the American Constitutiofthrough lawbreaking, engaging in corruption,

and stealing elections. Take for example this claim made by a video posted by
VWRUPLVXSRQXV RQ 5XPEOH 3$PHULFD ZDV DOPRVW GH
realize it because people don't expect prominent career politicians to be capable of secretly
UXQQLQJ RUJDQL]JHG FULPLQDO QHWZRUNV WKDW WKH\ N
of Donald Trump was an unexpected shock to the elite crime network kndahe Beep
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and holding the conspirators accountable. Those crimes include, for example, stolen
elections and upended birthrights, breeding resentment and anger in those who have been
stolen from. As one prominent QAnon priest/influerd®@ru3UD\LQJ OHGE/MRIR N XWYV L
DURXQG DW ZKDWTYV JRLQJ RQ LQ VRFLHW\ VHH DOO W
allowing the cities to be taken over by violent thugs. The agentkxkifiess is being forced

out into the light DQG WKH ZRUOG LV (BEay®sF2e0 QuhelM)PIaYI§SH Q”
OHGLF KHUH GHVFULEHV RQH pFULPHYT RI WKH FDEDO DV
violent thugs; in other words, the destruction of the homeland, of what is supposed to be

ours is at stake here.

Other QAnon adherents decry ddH pFULPHV Y Rihstdad thewmyged O 3
multiple elections, probably [sic] murdered people, still did unspeakable things to children,
etc.204 Exposure of these crimes must be ongoing; this is in part the function of
UMDZDNHQLQJY LQ WKAs dneQseQonOgreatatvBkening.win describes it:

Public outrage can only come from telling us everythk#gAll of this restson the swift
apocalyptic moment called The Storm, in which revelation of evil necessarily (if not
forcefully) leads to accountdity.

Reference to the apocalyptic moment at which good must triumph over evil as part

of the culmination of an ongoing cosmic battle, is a key theme in both Qdrops and the

State, and for the proceeding years we have seen unfold a vast legal operation to slowly
XQZLQG WKH FULPH VIQGLFDWH ZKLOH ZD HNgpéndlixx85 WKH S
Figure83: Rumble, COVID Emergency/Drain the swamp

203 By this | mean a internet persona (and real person) who has devoted time to curating
QAnNonN resources, providing explainer videos, interpreting Qdrops for their followers, and
disseminated the QAnon conspiracy theory.

204 Supplemental ContenGreatawakening.wirfigured ait Q, p. B.

205 Supplemental ContenGreatawakening.win, figured out Q. 11.
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language of QAnon believers. In a pair of Qdrops from June of 2020, Q decistrédsat

WKHLU GLJLWDO ZDUULRUV RXJKW WR 33XW RQ WKH IXOO
DIJDLQVW WKH GHYLOYV VFKHPHV )RU RXU VWUXJJOH LV
rulers, against the authorities, against the power sfdik world and against the spiritual
IRUFHV RI HYLO LQ WKH KHDYHQO\ UHDOPV" 4GURS
87TKHLU GHFHSWLRQ >GDUN DFWLAR@ram. AniViRGR Q4 GMURS GL
#4550). Replies to this pair of Qdrops ahd, as per usual, and include sentiments
GHFODULQJ WKDW 3ZH DUH L QsM& LL\P DLJIIKOM L QVKID\W \ RWK KFH
LV PHQWDO VSLULWXDO DQG SK\VLPEEADQdEMANKD W pOL
MREOLWHUDWRRQAG S MY\7TWHK"~ IRU WKRVH ZRRvhEERUV KL S
DOQORWKHU DVNV 3GR ZH VWRUP :DVKLQJWRQ GHPDQG R
HYHU\ W8 Cdndideridg the vast scope of the conspiracy, another Anon laments that

he cannot see the goodvie/ LQ KXPDQNLQG IRU 3RXU KHDUWYV DU
ZLWKRXW *RG RXU WHQGHQ F E%® Sim@t&eosty, amdvthed R&EDUG JR
declarestin all capstWKDW 3RQO\ DW WKH SUHFLSLFH >PRPHQW R
the will to change210 It should be clear here that: (1) Christian theology is explicitly
interwoven in the narrative of QAnon, (2) a battle of good versus evil is unfolding, in which

digital warriors must be ready to fight on the spiritual and physical battlefield Gaih

206 Appendix B, Figures0: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Mental and spiritual battlefield
207 Appendix B, Figurer8: 8kun, reply to Qdrop463 Please obliterate.

208 Appendix B, Figue 3: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 455&torm Washington.

209 Appendix B, Figure B: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4556jumans are wicked without God.
210 Appendix B, Figures8: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 455®eople change at the precipice of
destruction.
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on their sideand (3) in the apocalyptic moment of The Storm, the crimes of the cabal will
have been brought to light, and cosmic justice will be meted out accordingly.

Outside of the millenarian scenario explicitly present in both QAnon mythology
andChristian Identity theology, one must pay attention to the racist and antisemitic annals
which have borne the structure of such an apocalyptic conspiracy theory. Racist and
antisemitic tropes, though clearly presesatspecially on the 8chan/8kun imagelutsaand
sketchier internet forums on which QAnon thrives serve more as sustaining
undercurrents in the madssseminated versions of the QAnon conspiracy th&ary.
QAnon adherence, therefore, waxes antisemitic and racist at times; after all, there are
known antisemites, like the QAnon influencer GhostEzra, whose identity was recently
revealed to be an evangelical Christi@agkovic, Wildon,& Ondrak 2021). Notably,
GhostEzra rose to prominence after the U.S. Capitol Insurrection on January 6, 2021, like
DV D ILJXUH ZKR SURYLGHG LQWHUQHW pOHDGHUVKLST
GhostEzra has a divided followingin part because of his provocation tactitdis
Telegram collected over three hundred thousand followers. The dispatches from this
account showcaskoth the antisemitism oozing from QAnon mythology well asthe
potential linkages between antisemitism, evangelical Christianity, Christian Nationalism,
and QAnon adherence.

GhostEzra relies on aged antisemitic tropes and conspirdbgories for much of
his posting. AsLogically +the intelligence firm which first identified the user behind

GhostEzratreports, his account served not only to disseminate antisemitic claims about

211 |t is worth noting again here that QAnon is adept at distillation: that is, at clarifying and
sanitizing the conspiracy theory so that it is more acceptable to wider audiences, despite
being rooted in racie and antisemitism.
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Jewish world domination, but also to create a de faeteNazi discussion forum within
the QAnon realmBackovic, Wildon,& Ondrak 2021) Take for example this Telegram
post from GhostEzra:
The people who are destroying the world identify as Jewish but are not actually
even Jews. Theall converted. Bill Gates, George Soros, Klaus Schwab, Rothchild
[sic] family. Communism is Jewish, put forth by the Jewish Bolsheviks. The goal
is total world domination and control. Up unto this point they have been extremely
successful. Therefore, thigpic is extremely important. Hiding behind terms like
ant-Semitism is a cover to allow all of this to be unexamined and criticisms to be
silenced®2
According to GhostEzra, the Jewish conspiracy for world domination, which crystallizes
as communism, habeen wildly successful. Calling individuals aBgmites just for
critically pointing out this vast Jewish conspiracy is hindrance of free speech, pulling the
ZRRO IXUWKHU RYHU RXU SDWULRWLF H\HV ,Q RWKHU ZF
goal ofthe Jewish Masonic elite is to establish dictatorial llluministic Communism and to
enslave all of mankind under the thumb of a Jewish master race led by a world messiah
ZKR LV WR UXOH PR JettithXmMafeD tdde, of course, would impede rul
E\ W K HAnaMsraeliterace, and evil would win out over good.
Importantly, GhostEzra relies upon a peculiar interpretation of theZBilvdich
permits him to draw a distinction between Jews and Jewish, between Israel &me the
Israel, as highOLIKWHG KHUH 37KH WUXH QDWLRQ RI ,VUDHO
FXUUHQWO\ 7KH =LRQLVWYV WULHG WR IDOVHO\ IXOILOO

KDV QRW \HW KDSSHQHG =LRQLVWV KDYH KLMDFNHG *R

212 Appendix B, FigureO5 7HOHJUDP *KRVW(J]UD ([SODQDWLRQ RI
213 Appendix B, Figure3 &DOP EHIRUH WKH VWRUP ERDUG $QRQ
HOLWH FRQVSLUDF\ 1

214 WV ZRUWK QRWLQJ KHUH *HKsRasg Wdl] &t Ehg VinKag®hetiveled L F D O
Evangelicalism and QAnon adherence. For more on the connection between
Evangelicalism and QAnon belief, see: Ohlheiser (2020).
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ThHVH =LRQLVWY DUH UHIHUUHG %R BINH WHKQF 61\ & Bl WRHJ XWHR RA

QDWLRQ RI ,VUDHOY HYRNHV WKH UHD GCsofA3d, \Ahd no& KUL VW

of Satan (as the Jewish usurpers are). Only the white race, created inrthsdikéGod,

DUH GHVWLQHG IRU VDOYDWLRQ $W WKH VDPH WLPH W

stolen a birthrighttthe true nation of Israeltfrom those who are owed salvation through

it. The similarities here to the Christian Identity Movemenfzsie yet again, as Bochicchio
GLVSOD\V B3&KULVWLDQ ,GHQW LSghitiZdodtink uhBdd JHG D

Christian parameters, operates as a spirttaabd antSemitism hinging on the idea of a

MFKRVHQ QDWLRQY QRW DVUDHOHW BERWROWBW® Hu 1SH Z

GhostEzra highlights the portion of the QAnon universe which buys into antisemitic tropes

RI ZRUOG GRPLQDWLRQ DQG XVXUSDWLRQ RI ELUWKUL

believergl® tpatriotic Christian Amerians, of courset and equivocates Jewish world

control with a Satanic global cabal.

,Q D VHULHYVY RI UHSOLHVY WR D SRVW RQ JUHDWDZDNH
DERXW KLMDFNLQJ WKH pWUXHYT QDWLRQ RI ,VUDHO IRU
user blatantly laments the state of the white race in the context of this imsurpht
birthright. In theirwords3: KLWHV ZHUH FDVW WR WKH ZLQG MXVW OL
and those that are painted as the never ending victims used that ruse to now control most

of the money, and through the money most corporations, govemnat organized

215 Appendix B, Figurel04 Telegram, Ghost Ezra, Awakened patriots vs. synagogue of

Satan.

216 3V RQH XVHU RQ JUHDWDZDNHQLQJ ZLQ SXWV LW 39,V
SROLWLFDO RU JHRJUDSKLFDO UHJLRQ DOVR NQRZQ DV D
Rl EHLQJYT :HYTOO OHBupplememal DaMtentGkeBt&Wakening.win,
ghosezra_cabal hijacked the nartseael, p. ].
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religion.?17 :KLOH WKH -HZLVK FRQVSLUDF\ LV DW IDXOW IRU |
KHUH WRR WKDW pWKRVH WKDW ZHUH SDLQWHG DV YLF)\
further by Talia Lavin (2020) i@ulture Warlordsthat thelewish conspiracy is necessarily
interwoven with racial divisions. Because the Jewish peopleclasestto whites in

aptitude and strengtte DQG RI FRXUVH DUH pFXQQLQJ WULFNVWHL
The Protocols of the Elders of Zioft reminds white supremacists/conspiracy theorists

they intentionally play upon racial inequality to either further divadencourage racial

mixing2® ' Q /DYLQYV The edgeaV/ theme is that Jews encourage race

mixing within predominantly whte R XQWULHV WR FUHDWH pvVWRBQGDUG
who would be stupid, docile, and savage becausenmite people are inherently stupid,

docile, and savage, and thus more malleabtbe perfect subjects for Jewish world
GRPLQOW40ORTWat meaQV PRUH VKHHSOH PRUH pQRUPLHVY V
Storm. It also means interracial mixing, thereby undermining the purity of the white race

tquite literally an act of evil in and of its&f?

217 Supplemental ContenGreatawakening.win, ghostezra_cabal hijacked the name, Israel

p. 2.

218 \We already know that an important white supremacist sentimieatrisf racial mixing.

This fear features aspUW RI WKH pZKLWH JHQR F-tepddttd BRIV SLUDF
right extremists. The ideadbforced racial mixing is part of the satanic plan also comes

XS LQ 4QRQ UHVHDUFK IRUXPV )RU H[DPSOH B37KH\JUH
with our DNA just like in Noahs gic] time. Satanists &sic] fools who believe Satan will

PDNH WKHP OLNH JRGV« 'RXEOH PHDQLQJ WKLV LV QRW
DERXW EUHHGLQJ ZLWK IDOOHQ SicG HQ U © EKHH 6MDNMNQR V W
Salvation. Just change yosif@ '1$ EHFRPH KDOI KXPDQ DQG ZKDWHY
GLH RU JHW DQ\ GLVHDVHV DQG \RXYfOO KDYH SRZHUV«L
WDNHQ RXW RI WKH ERRN RI OLIH« (YROXWd¢hBagebwM QW UH
'1$ WR WDNH WKH QHJ[Wppevdt 8, EiQurdd0y StieaX, WdlrR logfore the

storm board, Anon provides thdiible interpretatios).

29 /LQNDJH DJDLQ WR &KULVWLDQ ,GHQWLW\ DV 3D WUD
interpreted QWHUUDFLDO PL[LQJ DV WKH RULJLQ RI HYLO LQ W
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2Q WKH RWKHU VLGH |JRRPLQJ EDFNM ORW WRJHRW
S URY D FHWhidrXddiference, the focus divisionis central. A Qdrop from June of
UHDGYVY LQ DOO FDSV 33RZHU WR WKH SHRSOH 7KH)
wars. They want class wars. They want religious wars. They waiMoFD O ZDUV~ 4GU
7TKH FDEDO pZDQWYV WKH SHRSOH GLYLGHGY DQG W
therefore the power of the American people. In another Qdrop from July 2020, Q declares
W K D WwpaKimémhefi WKH $PHULFDQ RHORBWRHOZRIUWKHKLEBE | XW X
was a time when our children stood at attention, and with pride, put their hand on their
KHDUW DQG LQ RQH 81,7(" YRLFH UHFLWHG WKH 3/('*( 2)
time when our history (heritage) was taught with PRIDE & 3 (&7~ 4GURS
Ending with a reference to Ronald Reagan, this Q drop laments the time when America
was greatpeforeforced racial, class, religious divisiobeforeanyone who was critical
was called an antisemite, a racist, or a white suprevhidéi E\ WKH pSROLWLFDOO\
beforegovernment corruption and global domination on the part of the cabal was rampant;

beforethe crimes of evil poisoned the country.

Trump the Messiah will Save America

Making America great again is a central theme in the QAnon universe, thereby
reflecting the interconnectedness of its rise with rhetorical affirmation by former President
Trump. QAnon adherents, as shown above, often characterize their movement as being
ceQWUDO WR WKH ODUJHU 30%$*$ PRYHPHQW ~ $IWHU DOO

he is the catalyst who will bring The Storm, root out corruption, and restore America to her
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JUHDWQHVV 7DNH IRU H[DPSOH WKLV DUWLUFXRPW  WKH
American Republic on the website digitalsoldiers.info:
Trump is not a politician. #TheStorm is not politics. This is about fixing the
framework in which politics happens. #TheStorm is a restoration of the American
Republic under control of itsitizens, and the Constitutional rule of law. The
conspiracies against the people are very real, and their prosecution is now
inevitable220
1RWH KHUH WKH VKLIW LQ SDUDPHWHU WKLV LV pQRW SR
Something muchlatHU LV DW VWDNH KHUH 7KLV LV DERXW D pUl
returning power to American citizens, and about reinstating Constitutional rule of law.
Only under a properly restored America, under the rule of the Constitution, can politics
thenhappen. Thus, saving Americaestoring her to her prior stabeforecorruption and
conspiracy twould restore politics. Outside of that, this is something greageliteral
moment of good versus ev and the rules of politiado not applylf the moment at hand
seems overwhelming, that is okay; Trump will bring about the moment of swift revolution
and restoration. In other words, as one Anon on greatawakening.win putKigt UH WKH
world has fallen into despair, TGAYVhe Great Awakeningtandsirm. Why is this so?
WV EHFDXVH ZH KDYH )DLWK W% Db gari\vbRThelGXdatS 4 D Q
$ZDNHQLQJ LV WR KDYH pIDLWKYT WKDW JRRG ZLOO ZLQ R>
here that Trump , like Q ar@od, is to be looked to in owtarkest moments. Trump, like
God, will save us, just as Q, like God, will save us. Patriots just need to have faith.
For QAnon adherents, part of the plan for saving America addition to

awakening the masses to the truik restoring her to a formgoetter state and recovering

her Americanness. Accordingly, QAnon quite naturally fits in with the theme of making

220 Appendix B, Figuré@3: Digitalsoldiers.info webpage, What is the storm?
221 Supplemental Contenthedonald.win, need Jesups,7.
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America great again, such that the vast conspiracy unfolding rem#seevil which has
taken America away from her greatness. HoweVer election of Trump, in the QAnon
universe, represented a moment of awakening, a moment of recognition of the truth, and a
moment where the conspiracy was interrupted. A video posted by an account called,
HBWRUPLVXSRQXVYT SURFODdtReVfolRNgi[SODLQ WR LWV YLH
America was almost destroyed by criminals. We just didn't realize it because people
don't expect prominent career politicians to be capable of secretly running
RUJDQL]JHG FULPLQDO QHWZRUNV WKDW WKH\ NHHS V
of Donald Trump was an unexpected shock to the elite crime network known as the
Deep State, and for the proceeding years we have seen unfold a vast legal operation
to slowly unwind the crime syndicate while waking up the public to what is coming.
[Stormisuponus, 2020]
Of course, there is mention of vast criminal networks functioning within the goverrtnent
referred to as the Deep Statbut the key here is the role of former President Trurip.
election is what triggered this uncovering anecogering. His presidency represents
HXQZLQGLQJ WKH FULPH hMQGBQRMWH®J %BBRDXWRRIZKDW L
particular sentimentthe inevitability of the Stormtimplies that by design (of Trump, of
Q, of God), good will win out. Because nothitgbQ VWRS ZKDW LV FRPLQJ
need to stand firm and resolute. As one Parler poster pi SEWULRWYVY DUH UHVW
Republic as fast they can. You should not make any decisions based upon predicted
outcomes, but instead live life as norm@ur people have been suffering for several
decades because of the theft perpetrated against by the Deep State, we will have to continue

GRLQJ VR XQWLO WKH 8 ADOyearsvdf RaRing TaitlF &B SBtH VM

Trump as their messiafithe bringer of the restoration of America to her former greatness

222 Appendix B,Figure 8: Parler, Patriotsestoring republic
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+3SDWULRWYV KDG WR FROQWLQXH WR pOLYH OLIH DV QRUP|

while the restoration of the Republic unfolded.

January 6: Conspiracy Theorism Spills onto the Steets

What happens, though, when one has faith for years but fails to see results? What
KDSSHQV ZKHQ pHYLO FDEDO PHPEHUVY DUH QRW KHOG
election is allegedly stolen before your eyes, just as your messiah is trying to ecmnplet
mission of rooting out evil and restoring goodness? By the time of the 2020 election season,
many QAnon adherents had already been following Q since 2018, had already spent time
RQ YDULRXV VLWHV GHGLFDWHG WR pSxcdbsy watdhirgQ 1XO O
hours long YouTube primers on the conspirééyfalling deeper and deeper down rabbit
holes. Not only had Anons already been primed to expect voter fraud, but they were primed
to become increasingly desperate. Ghercourse of the summef 202Q the COVID-19
pandemic worsenedhckdown measures continued to be enforcadial justice protests
flooded the streets, arahtifascist actions were organized against the violent hatred of
radical rightwing groups zall part of a confluence dfactors that would lead QAnon
adherents to their breaking point.

As one Parler userputs®;, PDJLQH VHHLQJ FRPPXQLVWY EXUQ R
of the Republic shot in the street, escalating race war, corrupt politicians passing treasonous

bills, attempts to overthrow our elected president, manufactured pandemics killing our

223 u7KH )DOO RI WKH &DEDOY LV \tbKdiktiRgoLQorp Bdh dd2¢hQ W D U\
hours long videosThis seriesthoughfinally removed from YouTube, is still accessible on
many internet video sitgas of February 2022) viasaimple Google search.
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jobs« 224 7TKH p5HSXEOLFY LV LQ VKDPEOHVY XQGHU DWWDEFN
their view of Trump as Gollke messiah, and QAnon adherents were willing to do
anything to ensure his second term. After all, patience was not producing results, and only
acting would save America at this point. Once President Joe Biden was declared victor of
the 2020 U.S. presidential election, the situation became even more dire. From this, and
from ther3UHVLGHQW 7UXPSYV FRQVLVWHQW RXWMHDLAHNV RI |
movement was emboldened yet agém.

7KH p6WRS WKH 6WHDOY PRY HHitQaNoritQ pevebtiWe UHS U H?Y
Cabal from undermining the good patriotic work of President Trump and his digital
soldiers.Simultaneouslyu6 WR S W K Hrepiasdiis@ ekplicMyRhougbtit plan to,
SGHVFHQG RQ RXU 1DWLRQYVY FDSLWDO WR SURWHVW W
WKURXJK VI\VWHPDWLF YRWHU IUDXG PBQIGotharENdtds,PD QL S X
descending upon the Capitol in prettevas vital for saving America, and the rationale for
this action abounds across sites like thedonald.win, which was a key online platform for
planning the Insurrection. On this seamonymous forum site, one Anon declar@3:K H \
refuse to represent yorhey refuse to stand up for the law, for your rights, for the
Constitution. They only stand for themselves. Their fraud. Their grift. Their corruféion

$QRWKHU $QRQ DUJXHV WK Dake nyix¢ite Sdny theEt@dHdesisidh RfF U D W V

224 Appendix B,Figure 87: Parler, Communists burn our cities

225 u6WRS WKH 6WHDOY ZzDV D PRYHPHQW LQLWLDOO\ VWD
phrase to decry allegedly fraudulent votes cast for Democrats in urban areas. It was
resurrected in 2018 and then again in 2020 as Trump, his acolytes and supporters, and far
right activists articulated conspiracy theories detailing extensive voter fraud and election
WKHIW OHDGLQJ WR 7UXPSTV ORVV WR -REHWRISGWRH )RWHRA
timeline, see Just Security (2021) and Hayden (2020).

226 Supplemental Contertopthesteal.grhomepage.

227 Supplemental Conterthedonald.win, DQ WKH\ GRQTW UHSUHVHQW \R)
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the peoplel've been seeing Trump supporters en masse in places | never thought possible.
That shows me there aréoh more Trump votes that aren't being counted than there should
be.?228 7KLV SDUWLFXODU WKUHDG RQ WKHGRQDOGsZLQ EHJ
RI WKH SHRSOHY WR pVWRS WKH VWhddinOded he@QistEnigV LQJ W
to their messiahtTrump zas the election results were upheld. This was their moment.

In what follows, the conversation in effect becomes a call for an overtbf the
existing government3, W V WLPH IRU D 5(92/87,21 $ UHYROXWLRQ
soul where we REJECT every word that comes out of every media head and politicians
[si mouth 6 KRXW WKHP GRZQ FDOO WKHP2AMDtEYANBNQG VKDF
WDNHV LW HYHQ I|XUTHéyHhate whileDpedple @Qad Wek&M\Eivikzatibn.
irritates them to no end. because they can't build anything as good as that with a great
religion like Christianity.They trick you with false words like "wie supremacy" and
“racism" to scare yow?3® )LQDOO\ DQ $QRQ UHSOLHV 3WKLV ZLOO |
LW PDUN P ®1ZIR& Govhplaints are clear: thieue will of the American
(white/Christian) people ibeing deniedthis denial in part stemsdfRP WKH FRUUXSW F
distaste forhitenesandChristianity, and patriots are at a breaking point where cleansing
the government of corruption will require blood. One more Aront of a sea of Anons
writing verysimilar thingstdeclares®-DQXDU\ )5(('20 96 &20081,60«
This will be the date where we see if our overlord[$ig] to destroy the foundation that

the Founding Fathers so firmly poured. They will be given the opportunity to show their

228 Supplemental Contethhedonald.win,stop thesteal, p. 8
229 Supplemental Contenthedonald.win, stop the stepl,1Q
230 Supplemental Contenthedonald.win, stop the stepl &
231 Supplemental Contenthedonald.win, stop the stepl 10
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integrity and save America, but if they choose otherwise, then our Constitution requires us
to take it back by forcé?32 That these worglthen came to fruition is also clear: on January
6, 2021, gallows were erected outside the U.S. Capitol as protestors descended upon the

building.

232 Supplemental Contenthedonald.winJan 6 ourcommander callss p. 1
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APPENDIX A

CHAPTER 4 SOURCE SCREEN CAPTURES

Please note that each screen caphaleded in tlis appendk has a figure number,
followed by the source location (e.g. Parler, thedonald.win, 8chan, etc.), followed by a brief
clause describing its contents. These screen captures represent backgntexicsavell
as specific reference points for the text. If a screen capture is referenced in the body of the
text, the naming convention will be found in the corresponding footnote citation, beginning

with the Appendix location (A or B).

Example: AppendiA Figure 14, Parler, Raid the White House

Additionally, long form, multiple page print screens (with extensive commentary and
exchanges) can be found in the supplemental fitllethis dissertationThose file hames
share the same naming convention and can be found cited in text as fobagitesng

ZLWK WK Buspleéntatobntent
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Figure 1: Parler, Butcher the commies

s\ JuarezTX
=l

JuarezTX

223



Figure 2: Parler, Biden-- hung or shot?

Isaiah
-> American - @lsaiahcl23000

Patriot

1day ago - © 5100

ldN4319 - @Idn4319
S5hoursago - © 75

Let him pick heads or tails...
Hung or shot...

Dirt nap...

Pedophiles like obummer needs
GOMNE..

Spent 8 years stealing everything from
America even children...

@ 12 & 144 £ 220
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Figure 3: Parler, 1776 commences again

| 3

» PARLER

= O & 2 1

920Patriot - @920Patriot
2 daysago - © 514

January 6th President Trump is calling
on all American patriots to rally and
occupy DC until we can destroy and
disseminate the globalist anti-human
technocratic systems that have been
embedded into the fabric of our federal
government and we will not stand
down if antifa or any radical left Soros
foot soldiers try to intimidate us
American patriots. 1776 will commence
again.

= 0 & T o2

920Patriot - @920Patriot
1week ago - © 1012

The Democrat party and their
multinational mega corporation
criminals in big tech are an anti-human
sinister international cabal that seek
complete extermination of liberty-
minded humans, they are the most evil
sinister group that has ever gained
power in the history of the planet earth
we must destroy their evil antihuman
plans NOW

@ 4 & s o9
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Figure 4. Parler, Civil war/They are coming for you

ol Kevin Fett @Beezer
1hr.ago «- ©190

Again, they are coming for you, your
livelihoods and everything else.

If you are giving up despite the fact nobody
has won, then go and start getting your guns
ready to turn in, burn your bibles, and delete
your parler account.

Because if the Democrats are allowed to pull
this coup off, they will do all of that and more.

There is no 2024 if we stand down now. All or
nothing.

Time to do #Patriot Shit!

#Trump #MAGA #CivilWar
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Figure 5: Parler, Civil war decapitation

Chris pine

- 13

Can't wait for a civil war to hunt you
down and cut off your head
American style. I'll make your kids
drink your blood.

[/:ij 1 @ 0 @ 4

Figure 6: Parler, White preservation
Stew S J 3 N
BY  (@StewSJ3 ¢ 5 days ago 102

Hey it's time to wake up white America,we are the flavor
of the month to a generation of misfits & whiners aka the
liberal corrupt criminal democrats.If we don't take charge
NOW our white children will pay the price.lt's not racism,
it's self preservation.#whitepride

B &1 >0 o
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Figure 7: Parler, Capitol burning

Proud Boys: Uncensored 46 minutes ago - @ 8.3k
@ProudBoysUncensored

=) 67 S 22 121
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Figure 8: Twitter, We warned you

AN Bi(®
AE) ~
\ |
! |
ol SON
- A . | B (
) i )
\ = D ( B
1Y
‘- .
~ -—

THERE WILL BE NO JUSTICE
UNTIL OBAMA AND HILLARY

ARE ARRESTED FOR THEIR : I B
CRIMES. ~Wihedtople~ 1R U( T

Figure 9: Parler, We're going to have to kill them

b Hrockl - @Hrock567792754933
9 hoursago - © 55

I've known this for two years |'ve
been telling my wife we're going
to have to kill them. You can't fix
stupid but you can Kill it

2 & 17 > 26
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Figure 10: Parler, Firing squads

S LLinWood @linwood
W 6minsago - @190k

They let them in.

Get the firing squads ready. Pence goes
FIRST.

Figure 11. Parler, Set your clocks back

7
%o

THIS WEEKE@
PLEASE SET &

YOUR CLOCKS
BACGK TO 1776.

230




Figure 12: Parler, Today we took the Capitol

ColonelTPerez (R...
22 hrsago « © 59k

Today Eric Trump said that he would
physically fight with the Patriots to save Our
country. Today Representative Mo Brooks,
asked the Patriots to pledge Our live and
wealth to fight for Our country. And today
President Trump told Us to "fight like hell".
He said that Our cause was a matter of
national security, and that these people
behind the massive fraud must be arrested
and brought to justice. And that task, falls on
the shoulders of We The People... the
American Patriots.

So over the next 24 hours, | would say, lets
get our personal affairs in order. Prepare Our
weapons, and then go get'em . Lets hunt
these cowards down like the Traitors that
each of them are. This includes, RINOS,
Dems, and Tech Execs. We now have the
green light. [All] who resist Us, are enemies of
Our Constitution, and must be treated as
such.

Today, the cowards ran as We took the
Capital. They have it back now, only because
We left. It wasn't the building that We
wanted... it was them!
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Figure 13: Parler, White nationalist nation

Crucible Media N/
@cruciblemedia © 1 minutes ago 0

#georgia went Blue because a black woman (Stacey
Abrams) organized negroes to vote, backed up by
voter fraud yet again. The first negro Senator in
Georgia has been “elected” - as a result a Jew now
presides over the U.S. Senate.

Do you pathetic MAGA/Q cuckolds understand now?
Our Founding Fathers forged a #whitenationalist
nation for a reason. European (White) hierarchy can
only govern effectively. Enjoy Judaic Communist rule
under their pet negroes, America.

#reclaimamerica #whitenationalism #stopthesteal
#january6th #january6 #propertarianism
#patriotfront #taketheredpill #jews #redpill

Bl &0 0 o
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Figure 14: Parler, OcasieCortez threat

pol.
You can either accept defeat and
have unity with us

e
Or you can have war

Cause if Biden isn't in that White
House by January 20th then its going to be all bad
Make your decisions wisely and think about what

you're doing

This is for all Republicans in general

Unity or war

% Hrock1 @Hrock56779275493
1hr.ago « ©127

Well fuck it War. | was going to kill you

anyway cunt

(22 &2 qP4
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Figure 15: Parler, Channel your anger

Dec 16th, 2020 S ]
The election was stolen. But don’t stop fighting. The Left never accepted
Donald Trump as their president and you don’t have to accept Biden as
your president. Channel your anger into activism. Channel your energy
into the creation of a revolution. It’s the only way we are going to save this
country. Don’t forget, our nation was born out of a revolution. We were
given a Republic, but it’s our job to keep it.

@Lauraloomer

Figure 16: Parler, Veterans threan violence

pxoxmy Josephcarson...

by ] hr.ago - 455

To all liberals: This ain't a video game. Theres
many,many vets that are gonna enjoy blowing

your brains out. Many of us cant wait. Just
thought youd like to know that.

7 &S 4 20

Show Conversation
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Figure 17: Facebook, Exercise in democrac
US Capitol Police confirm death of officer after pro-Trump

riot

Comment &> Share

Most Relevant =

‘ This was an exercise of democracy, just like the BLM
protests, just like the anti-gun marches, just like every
protest in the previous century in the US. It's unfortunate
and sad that a few people were hurt. But if you
supported the other protests, you must accept this one
as well.

o

s B . Ak
Like - Reply e D
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Figure 18 Parler, Stokn election/Save the republic

302 @D 4 Y - ® % © 0O 46 @ 74%

< Comment

It's always nice to try new things.

Now that we know the US election was stolen through
massive fraud.

And Congress and the Supreme Court have decided to
ignore the law and abandon the Constitution.

| am really interested to see how anarchy works out in a
country full of guns......

(=) 16 <51 > 320

Lord Vempyre
@LordVempyre2 ¢ 6 hours ago

Kill them all! Save the Republic!

(2 1 <o > 3
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Figure 19: Parler, Don't be afraid to be violent

@ 17 mins ago

If you're afraid to be more violent than
those on the left, then there is no hope.
Too take back this country and put it
on the correct path, we must be willing
to end them without remorse. The
media will be the first to be dealt with
for they are the mouthpieces of the
extreme left. They are not objective or

reasonable, they are the enemy

(Fo <0 3

@ 24 mins ago

If they don't defend themselves, they
deserve to be in the hospital. Idiots.

Bl <o £
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Figure 20: Telegram, No one is coming to save you/Return to tradition

Proud Boys: Uncensored

38.7K subscribers

Pinned Message =
I Who is a greater threat/enemy to the American people?

R

Unverified, but apparently Trump will pardon

the Tiger King. So just to recap: Trump will

pardon Lil Wayne, Kodak Black, high profile

Jewish fraudsters, and a circus clown who's

Netflix famous.

No pardons for middle class whites who
risked their livelihoods by going to “war” for
Trump. No pardons for Proud Boys, Max and
John who had the courage to fight Antifa in
NYC. No pardon for Enrique Tarrio who's lead
this pro-Trump fraternity.

Let this be a wake up call for Qanon
followers and normies: No one is coming
to save you. No one man can defeat this
evil marxist machine. The only way that we
can defeat this is if we completely starve
the system of our money and our attention.
Build relationships with like minded men.
Build your own villages. Home school your
children. Completely abandon degenerate
pleasures. Return to tradition.

@ProudBoysUncensored

Proud Boys: Uncensored

Proud Boys: Uncensored
Unverified, but apparently Trump will pardon the T...

Oh and fuck the GOP. | cannot wait to watch
the GOP completely collapse. Out of the
ashes, a true nationalist movement will arise.
One that will shake the nation and free our
people from perpetual bondage. - v oo
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Figure 21: Parler, Peace exists when white people have

Pat Savage - @MrSavagePOYB
1 hoursago - © 1207

Exists When...

America Has ALL of the Following:

® White Caucus

® White Entertainment TV

® White Only Scholarships

® White Alllance

s NAAWP

® White History Month

® White Lives Matter

® White Only Clubs, coalitions, organizations, ete

@ 1 & 20 4> 35
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Figure 22: Reddit, Proud Boy core values

Core Values Of The Proud Boys

Minimal Government

Maximum Freedom

Anti-Political Correctness
Anti-Drug War

Closed Borders

Anti-Racial Guilt

Anti-Racism

Pro-Free Speech (1st Amendment)
Pro-Gun Rights (2nd Amendment)
Glorifying the Entrepreneur
Venerating the Housewife

Reinstating a Spirit of Western Chauvinism

Though these are our central tenets, all that is
required to become a Proud Boy is that a man declare
he is “a Western chauvinist who refuses to apologize
for creating the modern world.” We do not
discriminate based upon race or sexual
orientation/preference. We are not an “ism”, “ist”, or
“phobic” that fits the Left’s narrative. We truly believe
that the West Is The Best and welcome those who

believe in the same tenets as us
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Figure 23: Parler, Doxxing feminist intellectuals

5&\‘ Proud
Boys
Northern
Nevada

1day ago - © 1361

This is -he says that
she's a “subject matter expert” on the
Proud Boys. In reality she's just an
eggless loser who spends her time
drinking wine in her apartment,
twerking, and doxxing people on Twitter.
These are the leftists and modern
intellectuals who see themselves as
morally superior to you.

- @BattleBornProudBoys

#proudboys
3 4 &1 {0
Show Comments

n Proud
Boys
Northern
Nevada

1day ago - © 1545

It looks like Antifa supporter, mentally
unstable weirdo, and self proclaimed
“Proud Boys Whisperer”

follows us on here. Wonderful!
| We love your dancing
videos. We know you're based in Reno. So

are we! Let's hang out sometime.
Come whisper to us bitch |

- @BattleBornProudBoys

#noeggs #emptyeggcarton
#youdonthaveanyeggs #proudboys

S 2 shkenaz89 #fafo
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Figure 24: Parler, Evil democrats

Sep 13th, 2020 S

Imagine a party so evil, that they are openly against us fighting to save
children...oh wait you don't have to imagine anything. They're the
Demaocrats.

@TheProudBoys

Figure 25: Parler, Remember your enemies

Aug 16th, 2020 L6 |

Remember who your enemies are: Communists who terrorize and assault
those they do not agree with. They are cowards who strike when you
aren't looking. They will seek an adversary older, smaller, weaker. They
will use weapons on these aforementioned targets. They do not care to
exchange ideas and live peaceably, they care only to sow fear and discord
until their ideology reigns all of us in under the yoke of fear. Stand up for
something or you will fall for anything.

@TheProudBoys
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Figure 26. Parler, On strike against guilt

Jul 12th, 2020 (#2715

We are on strike against self<immolation. We are on strike against the
creed of unearned rewards and unrewarded duties, We are on strike
against the dogma that the pursuit of one’s happiness is evil. We are on
strike against the doctrine that life is guilt.

@TheProudBoys

Figure 27: Twitter, First degree Proud Boy

The Proud Boys =
' ( Follow N
@ProudBoysUSA \ ~

To become 1st degree Say these words

| am a Proud Western Chauvinist and | refuse
to apologize for creating the modern world.

243



Figure 28: Parler, Proud Boy core tenets

3 days ago -

To become a Proud Boy , You must first agree with our core
tenants, know them and stand with them..

Give me liberty, or give me death!” --Patrick

stablishment
thereof, o

Closed Borders
for immigr an
cannot be the

@ 0 &S 0 2% i)

Figure 29: Parler, Stand up organization like the Proud Boys

1l BALK

N Playboy The Beast - @Playboythebeast
Tweek ago - @ 54501

Ya know what's really crazy? You can be a member of an actual criminal
organization, whose sole purpose is to commit crimes, murder, sex
trafficking, selling crack cocaine, meth, heroin, etc and, you can be apart of
these organizations, flash your guns, throw up gang signs, and represent
these gangs all over social media and in videos etc. No problems what so
ever. But then, say you decide to get your shit together and join a stand up
organization/men's drinking club, like the Proud Boys, that stands up and
defends people who can't defend themselves, a group that is against
racism, loves their country, isn't out breaking the law, stand up fucking
guys, that work hard, provide for their family’s, and like to have a few drinks
with their brothers from time to time.., you do that, and these mfers will try
to erase your entire existence from the face or the earth. They'll try to get
you fired, and do everything they can to cause you harm. What kinda
world are we living in man!? &

@ m & 144 £y 549

244



Figure 30: Parler, Great American rebellion

John Stuart Edwards - American writer A
@JohnStuartEdwar... - 17 seconds ago 0

There is nothing patriotic about Congress & Supreme
Court turning a blind eye to election fraud.

There are only 545 of them and over 300 million of us!
435 - Members of the U.S. House of Representatives
100 - U.S. Senators

9 - U.S. Supreme Court Justices

1-U.S. President

When Tyranny Becomes Law - Rebellion Becomes Duty

#StopTheSteal #TaketheHill #545Rule300

ﬁ THE GREAT %é
“~AMERICAN"

REBELION

(T L0221

2o &o 4300 &
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Figure 31: Parler, No proud girls allowed

)
@ 1 week ago 33k

Dear “Proud Girls”
Stop

Hijacking our fraternity because you can't stand men
having their own club is exactly why we created

this club in the first place. You aren’t supporting

us. You're hurting us. You're ruining what we hold
dear. Want to know how to ACTUALLY support us?
Get married, have children, cultivate wonderful
communities in which we can live in. To save the
west we need WOMEN BEING WOMEN. Not women
trying to be men.

We beg of you, with sincere love from the bottom of
our hearts, get pregnant and get the fuck back in the
kitchen.

#proudboys #theproudboys #proudboy #proudgirls
#proudgirl #theproudgirls #proudgalsusa #noeggs
#emptyeggcarton #westernchauvinist #enriquetarrio

(@280 & 67 {> 289 G
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Figure 32: Parler, Proud Boys don't splinter

&3 ‘ Echoed By Playboy The Beast - 3 hours ago

&

Enrigue Tarrio - @NobleLead

21 hours ago - & 28107

“Splintering”

You will never be able to “splinter” the bonds that have been

created by men that have shared their joy, their sweat, their blood
and their tears.

Journalist can write about it_our enemies can wish for it _but |
WOn'T make it a reality.

We have been through many storms throughout our history and
have ALWAYS come back stronger than before.

Many have tried to duplicate the impact we have had on history
with coin. But these bonds cannot be duplicated. They can't be
bought. The lies and the slander strengthen our resolve.

We are not fucking leaving. ProudBoys are here forever. | suggest
you start figuring that out. We're your plumbers._ your
mailmen_your police officers_your neighbors_your carpenters_we
serve your food..we trim your trees_we are even your elected
officials.

We are western chauvinist__and we will never fucking apologize
for shit. We're here to stay.

Cry harder.
- Enrigue

@Seattleproudooys @REBELRUFIO
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Figure 33 Parler, Black tie affair

Enrique Ta... 2

The Washington Post for some reason believed that one of
the many hotels we frequent was newsworthy. Because of
this the hotel decided to close for 3 days. A hotel that prides
itself with saying they haven't closed their doors since it's
open in the 1920s. They have fallen victim to to the fake
news. With you can see in real time the
media machine do the globalists dirty work. The media is
the ENEMY of the people. We had already stopped using the
hotel as a hub 3 months ago. With the new ability I've being
able to put 1000 boots on the ground we outgrew any single
hotel.

The ProudBoys will turn out in record numbers on Jan 6th

but this time with a twist...
We will not be wearing our traditional Black and Yellow. We
will be incognito and we will spread across downtown DC in

smaller teams.

And who knows...we might dress in all BLACK for the

occasion.

The night calls for a BLACK tie event.

48 Laws of Power

(D427 (3868 Lp 21k
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Figure 34: Parler, Westerrtivilization not built on slavery
Nt

[

A7

10 hours ago

For everyone with bullshit detectors that work:
Western civilisation was not built on slavery.

It was built on free thought, ingenuity, and
enterprise.

Our society was one of the first to outlaw
slavery.

Two centuries later we have nothing

to apologise for, and we don't need to
compensate anybody for anything.....

'BLACK
LIVES
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Figure 35: Parler, Patriots are coming for you

Rufio Panman - @REBELRUFIO

5days ago - © 18669

It is apparent now more than ever, that if you are a patriot, you will be
targeted and they will come after you, funny thing is that they don't realize

is, is we are coming for them. You've chosen your side, black and yellow
teamed with red, white and blue against everyone else.

@ 84 & 125 4> 459

Figure 36: Parler, Proud Boy enemies

Jun 28th, 2020 [aae )

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil... Is for good men to do
nothing. We have been accused of many things. Cowardice has never
been one. They call us racists We scratch our heads. They call them black
Hispanic and people of color. We call them our brothers. They parade
minorities as pet mouth pieces. We embrace them as family. They call it
hate speech. We protect their right to defame us. They call us nationalists.
We say charity starts at home. They claim to support human rights. We've
watched them destroy the American family. They call us vigilantes. We
watched as they burned cities to the ground and tear down American
history. WE ARE THE PROUDBOYS AND WE WILL NEVER APOLOGIZE!
Follow @TheProudBoys @NobleLead ECHO ECHO ECHO
ProudBoysUSA.com

@MNobleLead
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Figure 37: Parler, Can't stop patriots on January 6

The Immortal Noble Beard - @Noblebeard
3 hoursago - © 37950

We warned you dirty scumbag politicians what was gonna happen. Now it
starts. America will not be governed by rats. Get the ropes. Let's finish this!!

[/:;) 78 (\} 349 {} 1014
Show Comments

The Immortal Noble Beard - @Noblebeard
3hoursago - © 18246
They can't stop us!!! Push forward patriots!!

E) 62 é} 104 <} 528
Show Comments

The Immortal Noble Beard - @Noblebeard
3 hoursago - © 25335

1776 has commenced again!ll Tears in my eyes. Brave patriots. Today we
save our nation. | love this country. | love all of you!! TAKE IT BACK!

= 9 & 220 £y 799
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Figure 38: Parler, American cities turn to rubble

Jul 23th, 2020 (+168 |

Your constituents berate you. Your city government humiliates you. Your
police force hates you. The federal government laughs at you. The
internet memes you. America ridicules you. But @TheProundBoys love
you. Why do the ProudBoys love you? Because you are needed...you are
needed because the world needs to see that under democratic
rule....American cities can turn into third world countries in a matter of
months. Shining a light on your set shows that all you have to offer is
smoke and mirrors. | want you to serve another term or two. Because the
world needs to see what a disgusting human being you are.
@TheProudBoys formally endorse Mayor Ted Wheeler for another term.
#Wheeler2021

@MobleLead
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Figure 39: Parler, Feminists we are up against
The Ohio State Coalition of Proud Boys Chapters

A girl from Cincinnati.

This picture is the root of what we're up against....

White women with limited abilities to use reason and logic, driven
completely by emotion, while being simultaneously convinced of

their superior-wisdom as evidenced by their college degree.

The police are literally the only thing standing in the way of her
getting raped to death.
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Figure 40: thedonald.win, We are at war

Zed287 7

Who fucking cares at this point who let who in, antifa this, antifa that.
WE. ARE. AT. WAR.

Start acting like it.

DeplorableCentipede 43 points
Exactly. We should be celebrating the people who stormed the capitol, not throwing them under the bus.

from_the_cold_North 24 point

Exactly this. Where they set up or not? In the end it doesn't matter - they at least can stand tall, proud that they at least tried to save the
Republic.

Azrael1776

Yea | really don't give a fuck who did what part of entering. The only take away for me is a patriot who served her country was killed at
her capitol by a domestic terrorist funded by her own tax dollars.

Figure 41: Twitter, Freedom or death

Tweet

' :?E Mike Coudrey &

“

Today is one of the most important days in our nations
history.

We cannot allow a global hegemony to take over this

country through fraudulent means. What happens
today determines the next 100 years of our country.

Freedom or death.
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Figure 42: 8chan, Make the aiu'ﬂht more Ealatable

Fixing the Alt Right Anonymous (1D (I ) I+1 08/13/17(Sun)13.44:29 No 137278655 [Reply] » >>137294079 >>137294129
Don't get trapped in an echo chamber where you can no longer relate to normies

Pretending that Charlottesville didn't massively push the average white person away is really stupid
We have a chance to actually make changes now that Trump has shifted the Overton window to the right, but we need to be smart and make the movement appealing to the AVERAGE white person

avow all Nazi/KKK edgelord LARF There is r yt e put pport quicker than going around making Na te e chanting "Jev not replace us”. This instant
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APPENDIX B

CHAPTER 5 SOURCE SCREEN CAPTURES

Please note that each screen caphaleded in this appendixas a figure number,
followed by the source location (e.g. Parler, thedonald.win, 8chan, etc.), followed by a brief
clause describing its contents. These screen captures represent backgntexicsavell
as specific reference points for the text. If a screen capture is referenced in the body of the
text, the naming convention will be found in the corresponding footnote citation, beginning

with the Appendix location (A or B).

Example: AppendiA Figure 14, Parler, Raid the White House

Additionally, long form, multiple page print screens (with extensive commentary and
exchanges) can be found in the supplemental fitllethis dissertationThose file hames
share the same naming convention and can be found cited in text as fobagitesng

ZLWK W K BuspleméntdHContent
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Figure 43: thedonald.win, Today I told my kids goodbye

1= Hot ~ All Posts ~

Today | told my kids Goodbye.

posted 11 hours ago by theObjectiveTruth

Today | had the very difficult conversation with my children,
that daddy might not come home from D.C. As a Veteran this

Is always something you are prepared to discuss, but it never
comes easy.

Today | booked my flight to the east coast. On January 6th |
will stand up with my fellow Americans and demand justice.
When | joined the Army | swore to defend my country from all
enemies, both Foreign & Domestic. Today we face a multitude
of enemies that would have us bow down, and surrender our
rights. Not today! Not EVER! For those of you watching all of
this unfold from the sidelines, know that | harbor no ill feelings,
but it is best you pay attention.
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Figure 44: Twitter, Treason and coup

a ArtOfWar

Treason was committed by all but 122 House members
(all Republicans).

Treason was committed by all but 4 Repub Senators

Arizona electors certified in spite of the evidence of
massive fraud

At this point there is an active coup involving the
majority of Congress

Military

a ArtOfWar

is only way.

25th amendment being discussed.
and military will likely take action before this Happens. If
does not take action before 25th Amendment invoked, Pence becomes

President for time being.

If this happens | firmly believe Pence will do exactly what

ArtOfWar
planned to do and use military to begin making arrests under
insurrection act.

Congress will be surprised since they believe Pence is now on their side.

Would be an incredible surprise attack and keep separate from the
ordeal

It truly does appear most of

ArtOfWar v
Congress has been compromised and corrupted

The public has to see it play out like this.
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outside the White House
on January 6

Q WHERE © WHEN
The Ellipse - President's Park Wed, January 06, 2021
South of The White House. Doors open at 7.00 AM (EST)

AUT:00 PM, we protest at US Capitol
R View Map
(8 Add to my calendar

Fight to #StopTheSteal, with President Trump

On January 6, 2021, millions of Americans will descend upon
Washington DC to let the establishment know we will fight back against
this fraudulent election

Take a stand with President Trump and the #StopTheSteal coalition and
be at The Ellipse (President’s Park) at 7am. The fate of our nation
depends on it.

At 1:00 PM, we will march to the US Capitol building to protest the
certification of the Electoral College.

6 Media Request 3] Add to my calendar

for this event. you understand and ex
OVID-19 exists In any public place wh

Figure 45 March to Save America, homepage

== March to Save America

Coming to Freedom Plaza, January Sth
Coming 10 the White House, January 6th

vy guer tardy assume al risks related 10 exposure to COVID-1

toers y and af Ha
for any Hine y

1 accept the above COVID-19 disclaimer

™

fmnot a robot

January 5th: Join us at the pre-
rally, Freedom Plaza,
Washington DC

@ WHERE © wHeN

Freedom Plaza - Washington DC Tues, 2021

1455 Pennsylvania Ave NW 1:00 PM 10 8:30 PM (EST)
S View Map £ Add to my calendar

Join us at Freedom Plaza in Washington, DC for a rally in support of
President Donald J. Trump. This rally takes place on January 5th, one
day before the event at the White House.

Participating in the
March to Save America

Stop the Steal ‘WildProtest.com
Rule of Law
Defense Fund
—— Tom acty Paziots
Eighty Percent Coalition Black Conservatives Fund

Phyllis Schlafly Eagles

Turning Point Action

Moms for America

Peaceably Gather

Contribute
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Figure 46: 8kun, Digital soldiers oath

Q !IHs1Jg13jV6 24 Jun 2020 - 10:06:33 Al

Anonymous 24 Jun 2020

| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support
and defend the Constitution of the United States

against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that |
will bear true faith and allegiance to the same;
that | take this obligation freely, without any
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and
that | will well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which | am about to enter: So

,,,,,,,,,,,

Mission forward.

Q
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Figure 47. 8chan, QReseah board, QAnon welcome message

Q
Welcome to the Global War

You are now entering the mind of Patriots worldwide, and to our fight we welcome you. Since late 2017, Q Clearance Patriot,
more commonly known as Q, has tasked us with compiling events and evidence of the world-changing circumstances that have,
and have yet to transpire.

We are anonymous; We are your friends, your family, your co-workers, and strangers alike. Just like you, we knew there
was something wrong with the world around us. Like you, we had a desire for our world to achieve peace. And like you,
we found ourselves here in the forefront of information warfare. We stand for truth. Will you join the fight? Will you
brave the depths of the unknown with bravery and courage?

Know that the corruption that you are about to unravel is not the fault of any one person. The pervasive systems of evil being
unveiled and dismantled here have pitted us against one another since before your birth. Be strong, stand together, and stay
united. We are with you. Together we are unstoppable! United we are invincible!

Show no fear, as now is the time for We The People to make our final stand in this battle between good and evil! Love shall
prevail!

May your thoughts be clear, your wits be sharp, and your heart be strong. For in this digital age, the mind is the battlefield, and it
can be your strongest ally or the greatest enemy.

Figure 48. 8chan, QdropExpand your thinking

» Q !ITPb gbhgo 12/09/17 (Sat) 13:34:24 ID: 571cae N0.60291 >>80202 >>80208 >>80207 >>80200

>>60267

What has been said about the US Military?
The speech yesterday verified and unlocked so much.
Expand your thinking.

Re-read crumbs.

Re-listen to yesterday’s speech.

Connect the ‘'markers’

News (in all forms) unlocks the map.
Expand your thinking.

The Great Awakening.

Q
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Figure 49: 8chan, QdropFight for life and for good
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Figure 50: 8chan, Calm before the storm board, Anon provides their bible interpretations

Figure51 FKDQ &DOP EHIRUH WKH VWRUP ERDUG $QRQ GH

Figure 52: 8chan, Calm before the storm board, Anon explains why we fight
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Figure 53: 8chan, Calm before the storm board, Anon details 'Jewish Masonic elite
FRQVSLUDF\T

Figure 54: 8kun, Qdrop 4559, There was a time when...

Figure 55: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4559, International bankers
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Figure 56: 8kun, Qdrop 4550, Have faith humanity

Figure 57: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Humans are wicked without God

Figure 58: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Wake up the sheeple

Figure 59: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 455@Gtorm Washington
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Figure 60: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Mental and spiritual battlefield

Figure 61: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Shift Overton window

Figure 62: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Anon in a dark place

Figure 63: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Our rights are taken

Figure 64: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Biblical vs. rational
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Figure 65: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Battle to save humanity

Figure 66: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Wake up, be calm

Figure 67: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, Family membean't read between the lines

Figure 68: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4550, People change at the precipice of destruction
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Figure 69: 8kun, Qdrop 4509, The digital battlefield

Figure 70: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, Anon feels validated in his work

Figure 71: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, Recognize communists inside the federal
government

Figure 72: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, Doing my part

Figure 73: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4509, end the federal government
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Figure 74: 8kun, Qdrop 4494 & Anon reply, Desperation in the fatcegged elections

Figure75:8kun,$QRQV IRU RXU FRXQWU\ DQG DJDLQVW 2EODEFN

Figure76 &KLPSPDQLD IRUXP OLQLPL]JH UDFLDO H[SRVXUH D

Figure 77: 8kun, Qdrop 4463, Full armor of God
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Figure 78. 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4463, Please obliterate

Figure 79: 8kun, reply to Qdrop 4463, Please help us

Figure 80: 8kun, Qdrop 1646, They want you divided
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Figure 81: 8chan, Calm before the storm board, Anons describe the role of Rothschilds
in their occult theory
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Figure 82 What is Q?
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Figure 83: Rumble, COVID Emergency/Drain the Swamp

Figure 84: Seeking the Truth homepage
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Figure 85: Parler, QAnon patriotic movement

Figure 86. Parler, Patriots up against two sorts
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Figure 87: Parler, Communists burn our cities

Figure 88 Parler, Patriots restoring republic
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Figure 89: Parler, Last bastion of hope and freedom
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Figure90 3UD\LQJ OHGLF YV E ¢eBohd Aldegcabrgvolutibnv
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Figure 91: Digitalsoldiers.info webpage, Step into the light from darkness
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Figure 92: Digitalsoldiers.info, Q is a central plank of MAGA
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Figure 93: Digitalsoldiers.info webpage, What is the storm?
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Figure 94: Digitalsoldiers.info webpage, Digital soldier oath
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Figure 95: Greatawakening.win homepage, Welcome/Missions
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Figure 96: Parler, Be careful but don't give up

Figure 97: Parler, 'Satanic Panic'/Scourge the unfathomable evil
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Figure 98: Parler, replies to 'Satanic Panic'

Figure 99: QAnon41020 wordpress homepage
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Figure 100 QAnon41020 wordpress, we have to rebuild
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Figure 101: QAnon41020 wordpress, Is civil war near?

Figure 102 QAnon41020 wordpress, Nothing can stop what is coming
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Figure 103 Telegram, GhostEzra, Jews as synagogugatdin
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Figure 104 Telegram, Ghost Ezra, Awakened patriots vs. synagogue of Satan
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Figure 105 Telegram, GhostEzra, Explanation of the term 'Jew'
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Figure 106 Telegram, GhostEzra, Zionist vaccines
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Figure 107: Telegram, GhostEzra, Exposing the Zionist agenda
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