
The Effect of Ancient Greece Architecture on Contemporary Design 

 

Architecture has always been a reflection of the culture and society in which it is created. 

Through the centuries, architecture has evolved to meet the needs of different civilizations and 

has been influenced by various artistic and cultural movements. Ancient Greek architecture is 

one of the most influential and enduring styles in Western architecture, and its influence can be 

seen in contemporary design. This essay will examine the effect of ancient Greek architecture on 

contemporary design, looking at how contemporary architects have incorporated elements of 

ancient Greek architecture into their designs and the reasons behind this. 

Ancient Greek architecture developed in the Greek mainland and its colonies from around the 

9th century BC to the 1st century AD. The ancient Greeks developed a highly refined system of 

architectural design, which was based on a set of principles that included symmetry, proportion, 

and harmony. The Greeks used a variety of materials, including stone, marble, and clay, to create 

buildings that were both beautiful and functional. They developed a range of building types, 

including temples, theaters, and public buildings, which were designed to meet the needs of their 

society. 

One of the most significant contributions of ancient Greek architecture to contemporary design is 

the idea of proportion and symmetry. Ancient Greeks believed that beauty and harmony were 

essential elements of architecture and that buildings should be designed according to a set of 

mathematical principles. This idea of proportion and symmetry has been incorporated into 

contemporary design, with many architects using mathematical principles to create buildings that 

are both aesthetically pleasing and functional. 
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Another significant influence of ancient Greek architecture on contemporary design is the use of 

columns. Columns were a key feature of ancient Greek architecture and were used to support the 

weight of buildings and create a sense of grandeur and scale. Contemporary architects have also 

used columns in their designs, often using them to create a sense of continuity between the 

interior and exterior spaces of a building. 

The use of light and space is another important element of ancient Greek architecture that has 

influenced contemporary design. Ancient Greek buildings were designed to make the most of 

natural light, with windows and openings placed strategically to maximize the amount of 

sunlight that entered a building. Contemporary architects have also used this principle, often 

designing buildings with large windows and open spaces that allow natural light to flood into the 

interior. 

Ancient Greek architecture also placed a significant emphasis on the use of color and texture. 

Ancient Greek buildings were often decorated with colorful mosaics, frescoes, and sculptures 

that added to their beauty and elegance. Contemporary architects have also incorporated this 

element into their designs, using a variety of materials and textures to create buildings that are 

visually striking and engaging. 

The Parthenon, one of the most famous examples of ancient Greek architecture, has had a 

significant influence on contemporary design. The Parthenon is renowned for its symmetrical 

design, use of columns, and elegant proportions. Contemporary architects have often drawn 

inspiration from the Parthenon, incorporating these elements into their own designs. For 



example, the use of columns in contemporary buildings, such as the Bank of America Tower in 

New York, can be traced back to the influence of ancient Greek architecture. 

 

Another example of the influence of ancient Greek architecture on contemporary design is the 

use of the pediment. The pediment is a triangular shape that was used in ancient Greek 

architecture to decorate the top of buildings. Contemporary architects have also used the 

pediment in their designs, often using it as a decorative feature to add interest and detail to a 

building. 

The influence of ancient Greek architecture on contemporary design is not limited to the Western 

world. In Japan, for example, the concept of wabi-sabi, which emphasizes the beauty of 

imperfection and transience, has been influenced by ancient Greek philosophy. The concept of 

wabi-sabi is reflected in the design of traditional Japanese houses, which often feature rough-

hewn wood and irregular shapes, as well as in contemporary Japanese architecture, where 

architects have used concrete and other materials to create buildings that celebrate the natural 

beauty of imperfection. 

Despite its enduring influence on contemporary design, ancient Greek architecture was not 

always appreciated in its own time. The Greeks themselves did not see their architecture as 

particularly innovative or groundbreaking, and many of their buildings were simply functional 

structures that were built to serve a specific purpose. It was only in later centuries, when the 

Greeks were rediscovered by the Renaissance architects and thinkers, that their architecture was 

recognized as a significant contribution to Western civilization. 



In conclusion, ancient Greek architecture has had a profound influence on contemporary design. 

From the use of proportion and symmetry to the use of columns and the emphasis on light and 

space, the principles of ancient Greek architecture continue to be incorporated into contemporary 

buildings around the world. While ancient Greek architects may not have seen themselves as 

particularly innovative or groundbreaking, their legacy lives on in the buildings that we inhabit 

today. By drawing on the principles of ancient Greek architecture, contemporary architects are 

able to create buildings that are both beautiful and functional, and which continue to inspire and 

engage us in the 21st century. 




