
 

The Influence of Cultural Heritage on Architectural Design 

Architecture has always been a reflection of cultural values, beliefs, and history. From the 

ancient temples of Egypt and Greece to the towering skyscrapers of modern-day New York, 

architecture has served as a medium through which we can understand the societies that created 

it. The built environment around us is a testament to the cultural heritage that has shaped it, and 

the influence of cultural heritage on architectural design can be seen in every corner of the globe. 

In this essay, I will examine the ways in which cultural heritage has influenced architectural 

design, and how architects have incorporated cultural heritage into their designs. 

 

Architecture and Cultural Heritage 

The term "cultural heritage" refers to the cultural aspects of a society that are deemed to 

have value and significance. This includes tangible aspects, such as buildings, monuments, and 

artifacts, as well as intangible aspects, such as beliefs, traditions, and language. Cultural heritage 

can be seen as a reflection of a society's history, identity, and values. Architecture, as a form of 

cultural expression, is therefore intimately linked with cultural heritage. 

The influence of cultural heritage on architectural design can be seen in a number of 

ways. Firstly, architectural styles are often associated with specific cultures and historical 

periods. For example, the Gothic style, which originated in 12th-century France, is associated 

with the European Middle Ages, while the Art Deco style, which emerged in the 1920s, is 

associated with the Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties. These architectural styles were shaped 
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by the cultural values and beliefs of their respective societies, and they continue to serve as 

symbols of those cultures today. 

Secondly, architects often draw inspiration from cultural heritage when designing 

buildings. This can be seen in the incorporation of traditional elements, such as arches, domes, 

and columns, into modern buildings. For example, the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, which is the tallest 

building in the world, incorporates elements of traditional Islamic architecture into its design, 

such as the arched entrance and the pointed spire. Similarly, the Sydney Opera House, which is 

one of the most recognizable buildings in the world, incorporates elements of traditional 

Australian Aboriginal culture into its design, such as the shell-like shape of the roof. 

Finally, architects sometimes use architecture as a means of preserving cultural heritage. 

This can be seen in the restoration of historical buildings and monuments, as well as the 

construction of new buildings that are designed to blend in with the surrounding cultural 

landscape. For example, the restoration of the Taj Mahal in India, which is one of the most iconic 

buildings in the world, was carried out with great care to preserve the original design and 

materials. Similarly, the construction of the Forbidden City in Beijing, China, was carried out in 

a way that preserved the traditional Chinese architectural style. 

 

Examples of Cultural Heritage in Architectural Design 

The influence of cultural heritage on architectural design can be seen in a number of 

famous buildings around the world. One example is the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Originally built as a cathedral in the 6th century, the building was later converted into a mosque 

and is now a museum. The building is a prime example of Byzantine architecture, which was 



characterized by its use of domes, vaults, and intricate mosaics. The design of the Hagia Sophia 

was influenced by the cultural heritage of the Byzantine Empire, which was known for its artistic 

and architectural achievements. 

Another example is the Taj Mahal in Agra, India. Built in the 17th century by the Mughal 

emperor Shah Jahan, the Taj Mahal is a mausoleum that was built to honor the memory of his 

wife Mumtaz Mahal. The building is a prime example of Mughal architecture, which was 

characterized by its use of intricate geometric patterns, domes, and minarets. The Taj Mahal is an 

iconic symbol of Indian culture and has become one of the most popular tourist destinations in 

the world. 

The influence of cultural heritage on architectural design can also be seen in modern 

buildings. For example, the Burj Al Arab in Dubai is a luxury hotel that is designed to resemble a 

sailboat. The building incorporates traditional Islamic architecture, such as the arched entrance 

and the intricate patterns on the exterior, while also incorporating modern design elements, such 

as a helipad and a rooftop pool. The building is a symbol of the rapid modernization of the UAE, 

while also paying tribute to the country's cultural heritage. 

Another example is the National Museum of African American History and Culture in 

Washington D.C. The building, which opened in 2016, was designed by the Ghanaian-British 

architect David Adjaye. The building incorporates elements of African American culture and 

history, such as the bronze-colored exterior, which was inspired by the ironwork of enslaved 

African Americans, and the corona, which is a traditional African architectural element. The 

building serves as a powerful reminder of the cultural heritage of African Americans, while also 

incorporating modern design elements. 



The Role of Architects in Preserving Cultural Heritage 

Architects play a vital role in preserving cultural heritage through the design of new 

buildings and the restoration of historical buildings and monuments. Architects must balance the 

need to preserve cultural heritage with the need to create buildings that are functional, safe, and 

aesthetically pleasing. 

In many cases, architects must work closely with historians, preservationists, and 

community leaders to ensure that the design of a building is in keeping with the surrounding 

cultural landscape. This can involve extensive research into the historical and cultural context of 

a building, as well as consultations with local communities. 

Architects must also consider the environmental impact of their designs. Buildings that 

are designed to preserve cultural heritage must be constructed using materials and techniques 

that are sustainable and environmentally friendly. This can involve the use of traditional building 

materials, such as adobe or rammed earth, or the incorporation of modern materials that are 

designed to mimic traditional materials. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the influence of cultural heritage on architectural design is profound and 

far-reaching. From the ancient temples of Egypt and Greece to the towering skyscrapers of 

modern-day Dubai, architecture serves as a reflection of the cultural values, beliefs, and history 

of a society. The incorporation of cultural heritage into architectural design can be seen in the 

use of traditional elements, the restoration of historical buildings and monuments, and the 

creation of new buildings that are designed to blend in with the surrounding cultural landscape. 



Architects play a vital role in preserving cultural heritage through the design of new buildings 

and the restoration of historical buildings and monuments, and they must balance the need to 

preserve cultural heritage with the need to create buildings that are functional, safe, and 

aesthetically pleasing. By understanding the influence of cultural heritage on architectural 

design, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the built environment around us and the societies 

that created it. 
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